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Third Energy - Renewal of Consent for
Vale-of-Pickering Infrastructure
Landscape and Visual Appraisal

1 Introduction
This report presents the findings of a Landscape and Visual Appraisal (LVA) undertaken on behalf
of Third Energy UK Gas Limited (The Applicant) for the renewal of power generation infrastructure
in the Vale-of-Pickering, North Yorkshire.
The appraisal was undertaken by DRaW UK Ltd, a registered practice of the Landscape Institute,
in March 2018.
It has been prepared in support of a planning application to extend the operational life of existing
wellsites and associated power generation infrastructure in the Vale-of-Pickering to December
2035 (i.e. a further 17 years).
The existing Vale-of-Pickering infrastructure comprises:

!
!
!

!

Knapton Generating Station (KGS) – a power generating facility including a gas-powered
turbine;
600m overhead line (OHL) transmitting electricity produced at the generation station to the
National Grid;
Six wellsites producing natural gas:
o Kirby Misperton A (KM-A);
o Kirby Misperton B (KM-B);
o Malton A (MN-A);
o Malton B (MN-B);
o Marishes (MAR); and
o Pickering (PK).
A pipeline network connecting the wellsites to KGS, transporting gas to KGS and condensates
to KM-A for re-injection into a dedicated re-injection well.

The location and extent of the infrastructure is shown on Drawing 01
Table 1 lists the planning permissions under which the existing infrastructure are currently
operating.
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Table 1: Planning permissions under which the generating station, wellsites and pipeline are currently
operating.
Site/Wellsite

Previous Name

Decision Number

Date of Approval

-

Determining
Authority
RDC

KGS

06/00609/73

10/11/2006

MN-A

Malton 1

NYCC

C3/12/00989/CPO

09/01/2013

MN-B

Malton 4

NYCC

C3/12/00989/CPO

09/01/2013

KM-A

Kirby Misperton-1/3/
Alma Farm
-

NYCC

C3/12/00989/CPO

09/01/2013

NYCC

C3/12/00989/CPO

Kirby Misperton-2/
Alma Farm
-

NYCC

C3/12/00989/CPO

09/01/2013

NYCC

C3/10/00924/CPO

09/01/2013

Marishes 1

NYCC

C3/12/00989/CPO

21/10/2010

PK 2

NYCC

C3/08/00779/CPO

09/01/2013

KM-A
Extension
KM-B
KM-B
Extension
MAR
PK

1.1

Scope of the Appraisal

EIA Screening Opinion
A screening request has been made to North Yorkshire County Council (NYCC). At the time of
writing a response has not been received, although the screening report made the justification that
the proposed ‘extension of time’ was not EIA development. This appraisal has been prepared on
the basis that an Environmental Statement and full Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment is
not required.

Scope
The scope of the LVA was partly informed by discussions with NYCC’s Landscape Officer in
February 2018. Where it was agreed that an ‘extension of time’ application required a bespoke
approach and that a standard LVIA was not appropriate in this case, given that the infrastructure
already exists and is an established part of the landscape. Instead the landscape officer suggested
the LVA should focus on:

!

A review of the existing landscape conditions/ commitments attached to current/previous
approvals;

!

A review of the existing landscape mitigation measures implemented under previous
permissions to assess whether they are ‘fit for purpose’, and to assess whether they will
remain fit for purpose throughout the extended operational period;

!

Identification of any redundant plant or infrastructure which is no longer required and could
potentially be removed;
Review of changes in planning policy since the development was approved;

!
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!
!

Consideration of landscape character assessments published since the scheme development
was previously approved; and
Identification of changes to the baseline landscape, particularly any new landscape or visual
receptors since the scheme was approved.

To this end the landscape and visual appraisal comprises:

!
!
!
!

A general overview of the current planning policy and designations relevant to the proposals;
A general overview of the landscape character within the Vale-of-Pickering;
A concise appraisal of each individual site to identify any changes to the baseline, and an
assessment of the existing landscape mitigation measures to determine whether they remain
fit for purpose’ (limited to a 1km radius from each facility); and
A summary of the findings and recommendations.

The LVA does not include an assessment of belowground infrastructure. The pipeline network,
which was installed over 10 years ago is entirely buried below ground, the disturbed land along the
route has been restored back to agricultural use, and all severed hedgerows have been reinstated.
Consequently, because the proposed ‘extension of time’ would not give rise to any new landscape
or visual effects the underground pipeline is excluded from this assessment.

Method
The LVA has been prepared with reference to ‘Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact
Assessment’, (GLVIA) produced by the Landscape Institute with the Institute of Environmental
Management and Assessment (Third Edition, 2013), It should be noted that there are differences
between landscape and visual effects:

!
!

Landscape Effects relate to changes in the fabric, character and quality of the landscape.
Such as loss of woodland, or changes to the landform etc. (They do not have to be seen).
Visual Effects relate to changes in views and the effects on visual receptors (e.g. residents,
users of public rights-of-way or recreational facilities etc.).

Field Studies
Field surveys to assess the existing infrastructure, landscape mitigation and the nearby receptors
were undertaken on the 7th, 9th and 14th March 2018.
The surveys were undertaken from roads, bridleways, tracks, footpaths and publicly accessible
viewpoints within 1 km of the wellsites and the power generating station.
(NB. Flooding in March 2018 prevented access to the Marishes wellsite, consequently the
landscape and visual appraisal was informed by visits undertaken in 2015 and aerial imagery
taken in February 2018).
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2 Planning Policy and Designations
2.1 Landscape Planning Policy
National, regional and local planning policies of direct relevance to the assessment of landscape
and visual effects in connection with the ‘extension of time’ application are set out below:

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
National guidance contained within the NPPF provides general guidance as to the approach that
should be taken to develop national energy resources in a sustainable manner and ensuring the
‘security of supply via indigenous oil and gas reserves both onshore and offshore’. This is required
to be done in a safe and sensitive manner. In order to protect the character of local rural
communities the highest level of protection to the countryside in accordance with best practice
should be sought.
In relation to minerals, the NPPF highlights that the planning authority should…
‘Ensure, in granting planning permission for mineral development, that there are no unacceptable
adverse impacts on the natural or historic environment ... and take into account the cumulative
effects of multiple impacts from individual sites and/or from a number of sites in a locality.’

North Yorkshire County Council Minerals Local Plan
At a regional level the policies of the North Yorkshire County Council Minerals Local Plan were due
to expire in September 2007; however, a number of policies were saved by the Secretary of State.
The saved polices of relevance to landscape and visual issues include:
Policy 4/1 Determination of Planning Applications
“In considering an application for mining operations, the Mineral Planning Authority will need to be
satisfied that, where appropriate:
… d) ‘landscaping and screening has been designed to effectively mitigate the impact of the
proposal.”
Policy 4/14 Local Environment and Amenity
“Proposals for mining operations and the associated depositing of mineral waste will be permitted
only where there would not be an unacceptable impact on the local environment or residential
amenity.”
Policy 7/5 Production Wells
“Proposals for the conversion of previously "short term" exploration and appraisal borehole sites
into production wells will be approved only when they make full provision for an improved standard
of landscaping, protection of local amenity and site restoration.”

The Ryedale Plan Local Plan Strategy (Adopted September 2013)
The 2013 Local Plan Strategy, adopted in September 2013, includes the following landscape
policy relevant to the wellsite proposals:
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SP13 Landscapes
“The quality, character and value of Ryedale’s diverse landscapes will be protected and enhanced by:
Encouraging new development and land management practises which reinforce the distinctive
elements of landscape character; and

!
!

Protecting the special qualities, scenic and natural beauty of the Howardian Hills Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty, the setting of the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and the
setting of the North York Moors National Park.

Landscape Character

Development proposals should contribute to the protection and enhancement of distinctive
elements of landscape character that are the result of historical and cultural influences, natural
features and aesthetic qualities including:

!
!
!
!
!

The distribution and form of settlements and buildings in their landscape setting;
The character of individual settlements, including building styles and materials;
The pattern and presence of distinctive landscape features and natural elements (including
field boundaries, woodland, habitat types, landforms, topography and watercourses);
Visually sensitive skylines, hill and valley sides; and
The ambience of the area, including nocturnal character, level and type of activity and
tranquillity, sense of enclosure/exposure.

The Council will work with landowners and statutory agencies to encourage land management
practices that will protect and reinforce landscape character across the District and proposals
which seek to restore areas of degraded landscape or individual landscape elements will be
supported.
National Landscape Designations and Locally Valued Landscapes

Outside of those landscapes protected by national landscapes designations (National Park and
AONB), the Council will carefully consider the impact of development proposals on the Vale-ofPickering …..The Vale-of-Pickering is of significant historic landscape value and loss or
degradation of the elements that are integral to their historic landscape character make these
landscapes particularly sensitive to change”.

The North Yorkshire Minerals and Joint Waste Plan Publication Draft October 2016
The North Yorkshire Minerals and Joint Waste Plan Publication Draft, adopted October 2016,
includes the following landscape policy relevant to the wellsite proposals:
Policy D06: Landscape
“1) All landscapes will be protected from the harmful effects of development. Proposals will be
permitted where it can be demonstrated that there will be no unacceptable impact on the quality
and/or character of the landscape, having taken into account any proposed mitigation measures.
2) For proposals which may impact on nationally designated areas including the National Park,
AONBs, and the adjacent Yorkshire Dales National Park, a very high level of protection to
landscape will be required. Development which would have an unacceptable landscape impact on
these areas will not be permitted.
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3) Protection will also be afforded to the historic character and setting of York and to areas defined
as Heritage Coast. Permission will only be granted where it would not lead to an unacceptable
impact on the historic character or setting of York or on the undeveloped character of Heritage
Coast, unless the need for, or benefits of, the development outweigh the harm caused.
4) Where proposals may have an adverse impact on landscape, tranquillity or dark night skies,
schemes should provide for a high standard of design and mitigation, having regard to landscape
character, the wider landscape context and setting of the site and any visual impact, as well as for
the delivery of landscape enhancement where practicable.”

2.2 Landscape Designations
Drawing 01 shows the key designations in relation to the Third Energy wellsites and associated
power generation infrastructure.

National Parks
The North York Moors National Park lies to the north of the Vale-of-Pickering. At its closest point
the boundary is approximately 1.8 km northeast of the Pickering Wellsite.

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
The Howardian Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) lies to the south west of the
Vale-of-Pickering. At its closest point the AONB boundary is approximately 3.2 km south of the
Malton MN-A Wellsite.

Green Belt
None of the wellsites or associated power generation infrastructure lies within Green Belt.

Scheduled Monuments
There are a number of Scheduled Monuments within the Vale-of-Pickering including:

!
!
!
!
!
!

Earthworks at Manor House Farm, Great Barugh, approximately 1.3 km west of KM-B
Wellsite;
Roxby Hill manorial complex and associated ridge and furrow earthworks to the west of
Thornton-le-Dale;
Iron Age barrow cemetery, East Field at Rillington;
Various locations along the A170, on the rising land towards the North York Moors;
Various locations on the edge of the Yorkshire Wolds, south of the A64 (East and West
Heslerton Wolds; and
Yedingham Priory at Yedingham, approximately 2.5km northeast of Knapton Generating
Station.

Conservation Areas
The historic centres of Pickering and Malton are designated Conservation Areas.
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Listed Buildings
There are a large number of Listed Buildings within Vale-of-Pickering including Grade 1 Listed
Buildings at:

!
!
!
!
!

Church of Saint Andrew, Rillington;
Church of St Peter, Winteringham;
Priory Church of St Mary, And Walls Bounding Churchyard Of St Mary's Priory Church,
Malton;
Parish Church of St Peter And St Paul, Pickering; and
Ebberston Hall, Ebberston.

Registered Parks and Gardens
‘Registered Parks and Gardens’ are located at:

!
!

Ebberston Hall (Grade II*), located to the east of Thornton-le-Dale; and
Scampston Park, located 2.0 km to the southwest of the KGS.

Country Parks and Visitor Attractions
There are no Country Parks within the Vale-of-Pickering. However, there are a number of key
visitor attractions including:

!
!
!
!
!
!

Flamingo Land theme park located immediately north of KM-A Wellsite;
Pickering Show ground located north of the Pickering wellsite, which attracts large numbers of
visitors during events;
Scampston Park and the walled Gardens southwest of KGS;
The Eden Camp, (WWII museum) off the A64/A169 Junction, north of Malton;
The A64 a major tourist route to coastal resorts of Yorkshire; and
The towns of Pickering and Malton are popular visitor destinations.

Recreational Routes and Public Rights-of-Way
The Yorkshire Wolds Way is a national trail which runs from Hessle to Filey, around the edge of
Yorkshire Wolds. It traverses the high ground to the south of the Vale-of-Pickering, affording
walkers extensive views to the north across the Vale-of-Pickering.

Summary of Designations
Table 1 summarises the key designations within 1 km of the wellsites and KGS, which have been
considered in the detailed assessment of the individual sites.
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Table 2: Key Designations within 1 km of the Wellsites and KGS
Wellsite /Generating Station
Designations within 1 km

KM-A

KM-B

MN-A

MN-B

MAR

PK

National Park

No

No

No

No

No

No

KGS+
OHL
No

AONB

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Special Landscape Area

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Green Belt

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Scheduled Monuments

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Conservation Areas

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Listed Buildings

Yes*

Yes*

Yes*

Yes*

No

Yes*

Yes*

Registered Parks and Gardens

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Country Parks or Main Visitor Attraction

Yes*

Yes*

No

No

No

Yes*

Yes*

Recreational Route

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

*Refer to detailed site assessments

3 Landscape Character
3.1 National Character Area 26 ‘Vale-of-Pickering’
The wellsites and associated infrastructure lie within the National Character Area (NCA) 26 the
‘Vale-of-Pickering’ (Refer Figure 2).This is a landscape of rivers and wetlands which have been
artificially drained and modified for productive farming.
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Figure 1: Natural Character Area 26 ‘Vale-of-Pickering’

The key characteristics of NCA 26 are described as:

!
!
!
!
!

“A low-lying flat or gently undulating vale with land rising gently to the foothills of the North
York Moors and Cleveland Hills in the north, and to the steep scarp of the Yorkshire Wolds
and the Howardian Hills in the south and west;
Glacial and lacustrine deposits from the former Lake Pickering give rise to largely fertile land
which has been substantially drained through history for agricultural improvement;
The Vale is a largely farmed landscape, predominantly arable and feed grains, with some
livestock;
Woodland and tree cover is sparse and comprised of predominantly modern plantations with
other trees occurring in hedgerows and along riparian fringes, and in small farmstead
copses;
To the west of the NCA (in which the wellsite is located) small and irregular shaped fields are
generally earlier in date than those to the east, with more grassland, and often enclosed by
full hedges with hedgerow trees; and
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!

The landscape supports a number of priority wetland and farmland bird species and has
areas of valuable flood plain grazing marsh.”

3.2 Regional Landscape Character
Ryedale Council undertook a district wide landscape character assessment in 1999: ‘Landscapes
of Northern Ryedale’, which was superseded by The North Yorkshire and York Landscape
Characterisation Project (2011), a county wide assessment produced by North Yorkshire County
Council.
The North Yorkshire and York Landscape Characterisation Project (2011) divides the Vale-ofPickering into a number of discrete Landscape Character Types (LCTs) as shown on Drawing 02.
The wellsites and associated infrastructure are located within the following LCTs:

!
!
!

LCT 22: Open Vale/Carr Farmland (Pickering and Marishes Wellsites);
LCT 26: Enclosed Vale Farmland, (KM-A, KM-B, MN-A, and MN-B Wellsites); and
LCT 30: Sand and Gravel Vale Fringe (Knapton Generating Station and OHL).

LCT 22: Open Vale/Carr Farmland
Key characteristics of LCT 22 Open Vale/Carr Farmland are described as:

!
!
!
!

“Predominantly flat, arable farmland which encompasses medium to large scale rectangular
fields;
The River Derwent is a key feature, the course of which, gently meanders east-west through
this Landscape Character Type;
Underlain by predominantly peat soils;
Fields are delineated by a network of drainage ditches and dykes which are often colonized by
reeds and willows;

!

Tree cover is relatively sparse, with few woodlands, other than isolated small plantations,
resulting in a strong sense of openness;

!

Historically this landscape would have dominated by a patchwork of carrs, ings, moors and
marshes. The legacy of this is apparent within place names; and
Human influence is apparent, in the form of straightened drainage channels, cuts and ditches;

!
!

Settlement pattern comprises isolated, scattered farmsteads”.

Under the heading ‘Sensitivity to Change’ the assessment describes LCT 22 as:

!
!
!

“High visual sensitivity as a result of the predominantly open character and flat landform,
which facilitates long distance open views across the landscape and promotes strong
intervisibility with adjacent Landscape Character Types;
Low ecological sensitivity, resulting from the fact that much of this Landscape Character Type
encompasses improved agricultural land; and
Moderate landscape and cultural sensitivity as a result of the presence of a patchwork of
historic drainage features (ditches and dykes), moated sites and grange sites”.
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The assessment goes on to provide guidance for managing landscape change:

!

“Use existing hedgerows and biomass planting to integrate built development in the
landscape;

!

Protect the predominantly open character of this low-lying landscape by maintaining long and
unbroken views to distant horizons.”

LCT 26 Enclosed Vale Farmland
Key characteristics of LCT 26 Enclosed Vale Farmland are described as:

!
!
!
!
!
!
!

“Broad vale landscape which feels generally enclosed to the north and south by higher
landscapes (within the Limestone Foothills and Valleys, Limestone Ridge and Wooded Hills
and Valleys Landscape Character Type);
Lightly settled landscape containing a pattern of dispersed farmsteads;
Predominantly rural character and overall sense of tranquility;
Large rectilinear, predominantly arable fields, interspersed with pockets of improved
grassland in the west;
Embankments, dykes and electricity pylons exert a human influence over the landscape;
Pockets of diverse wetlands are also key landscape features; and
Several prehistoric sites and heritage features relating to monasteries and historic drainage
works are scattered throughout the landscape.”

Under the heading ‘Sensitivity to Change’ the assessment describes LCT 26 as:

!
!
!

“High visual sensitivity as a result of the predominantly flat nature of this Landscape Character
Type which facilitates open, relatively long distance views to adjacent higher landscapes,
including the Vale Farmland with Plantation Woodland and Vale Farmland with dispersed
settlements Landscape Character Types;
Generally low ecological sensitivity overall. Much of this Landscape Character Type
comprises improved agricultural fields or improved grassland, however there are patches of
deciduous woodland in places;
High landscape and cultural sensitivity, resulting from the subtle variety in landscape patterns,
including tree cover dotted amongst arable fields, a predominantly rural landscape and
associated sense of tranquillity, combined with rich historic evidence of prehistoric sites and
earthworks manorial sites and historic villages”.

The assessment goes on to provide guidance for managing landscape change, which includes:

!
!
!
!
!

“Manage, restore and thicken hedgerows for landscape structure and biodiversity;
Create small native broadleaf woodlands (including characteristic copses by farmsteads)
and actively managing these to achieve a diverse age range;
Protect the predominantly rural character and associated sense of tranquility; and
Maintain key views to adjacent Landscape Character Types”.

LCT 30: Sand and Gravel Vale Fringe
Key characteristics of LCT30: Sand and Gravel Vale Fringe are described as:
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!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

“Pockets of sand and gravel deposits which form a transition zone between the Vale of
Pickering to the north and the Chalk Wolds to the south;
Striking settlement pattern with villages located along the spring line;
Historic course of roads which are located at the scarp foot;
Buildings are predominantly constructed from chalk, reflecting their location in close
proximity to supply from the Chalk Wolds to the south;
Numerous archaeological sites which attest to previous human activity; and
Strong intervisibility with adjacent Enclosed Vale Farmland Landscape Character Type”.

Under the heading ‘Sensitivity to Change’ the assessment describes LCT 30 as:

!
!
!

“High visual sensitivity as a result of strong intervisibility with the Enclosed Vale Farmland
Landscape Character Type and open views along the Sand and Gravel Vale Fringe;
Low ecological sensitivity resulting from the fact that this landscape predominantly consists of
improved agricultural fields;
High landscape sensitivity as a result of the striking settlement pattern of villages located
along the spring line, archaeological sites and designed landscapes”.

The assessment goes on to provide guidance for managing landscape change, which includes:

!
!
!
!

“Protect the predominantly rural character and associated sense of tranquillity;
Manage, restore and thicken hedgerows for landscape structure and biodiversity;
Create small native broadleaf woodlands; and
Maintain key views to adjacent Landscape Character Types”

4 Appraisal of Individual Wellsites and the Power
Generating Station
This section considers the potential landscape and visual matters associated with the individual
sites and identifies the potential effects of the extended operational period, with recommendations
for appropriate mitigation, where necessary.

4.1 Knapton Generating Station (KGS) Landscape
and Visual Appraisal
This appraisal should be read in conjunction with Drawing 03.

Site Location
The generating station is located 900 m northeast of East Knapton and 1.4 km from West Knapton.
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Planning Permissions

!
!

On 25 March 1993 planning permission was granted by the Secretary of State (following a
Public Inquiry held in 1992) for the construction and operation of a gas turbine generating
station.
In November 2006 Ryedale District Council granted planning permission (Ref No:
06/00609/73) to allow site to be used until 19 May 2018.

Landscape Designations
The site is not within, or subject to any ‘statutory’ or ‘non-statutory’ landscape designations:

!
!
!
!

The North York Moors National Park boundary lies approximately 6.3 km northwest of the site
(at its closest point);
The Howardian Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) lies approximately 12.0 km
to the west (at its closest point);
A Scheduled Monument (Iron age barrow cemetery ‘East Field’) is located on the eastern
edge of Rillington, approximately 3.7 km south of the site; and
Scampston Hall, a Grade II* Listed Building and ‘Registered Park and Gardens’ is located 2.4
km to the south west.

Potential Visual Receptors
The nearest residential properties to KGS are:
Ochre Farm 500 m to the northeast; and

!
!

Guild Farm 900 m to the southwest of the site.

Public Rights-of-Way
There are no public rights-of-way (PRoW) within or immediately adjacent to KGS.
The PRoW between East Knapton and B1258 adjacent to the River Derwent, passes 330 m west
of the site, at its closest point, where it crosses the Malton to Scarborough railway line.

The Existing Generating Station and Overhead Line
The generating station comprises three main components:

!
!
!

The main generating station, with gas turbine generator, flare stack, ancillary
equipment/buildings and car parking;
An overhead electricity transmission line which connects the generating station with the
national grid, approximately 600 m north of the generating station (comprising four
transmission-line towers, including the grid connection tower); and
An access road from the B1258 Malton Road.

The generating station is surrounded on three sides by an earth bund and semi-mature native
woodland. The northern boundary adjacent to the railway line is enclosed by Claypit Plantation,
which comprises mature carr woodland. The access road from B1258 is screened on both sides by
a mature hedgerow.
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Landscape Effects
The site lies within Landscape Character Type 30: Sand and Gravel Vale Fringe (The North
Yorkshire & York Landscape Characterisation Project 2011), which describes the visual and
landscape sensitivity of the area as ‘High’.
The landscape comprises flat arable land with medium to large scale rectilinear fields delineated
by a network of drainage ditches and hedgerows, interspersed by frequent rectilinear plantations.
There are a number of notable large ‘manmade’ features which are very prominent in the flat lowlying landscape and have an urbanizing effect on the otherwise generally rural farmland. These
include the maltings plant opposite the site entrance and the overhead transmission line towers,
including the KGS link to the north of the site.
There would be no further changes to the character of the landscape as a result of extending the
operational period of KGS. The generating station has been operational for many years and is
surrounded by mature woodland (to the north) and by semi-mature plantation to the other
boundaries, which provide an effective buffer between the site and surrounding area and creates
the impression of a ‘natural’ woodland plantation, which are characteristic of the area.
When originally consented concerns were raised about the prominence of the powerline, which
runs at 90 degrees to the regional transmission lines across the Vale-of-Pickering. The planning
inspector considered it to be ‘incongruous’ and would rather it had been underground, although it
was approved due its temporary nature (Refer to Visual Effects below).

Visual effects
The generating station occupies a remote sparsely populated area away from habitation and the
villages of West and East Knapton.
The only publically accessible location from which close proximity views of the generating facilities
are currently possible is from a short section of the footpath, approximately 300 m west of the
KGS. From the footpath the roofs of the office, generating buildings and flare stack are partially
visible through the woodland, although these are not intrusive and during the summer months
would be largely screened by foliage (Refer Figure 4).
The buildings and generating equipment within the site are not visible from any residential
receptors, including the houses at Ochre Farm and Guild Farm. However, the overhead electricity
line towers between the generating station and the national grid are more prominent, particularly
from the houses at Ochre Farm and the footpath to the north of the generating station which
passes underneath the overhead line (Refer Figure 6).
Despite the localised prominence of the towers and the overhead lines (OHL), which cumulatively
have an ‘urbanising’ effect on the local views, it is considered that beyond a distance of 1 km the
four towers between KGS and the national grid become comparatively unobtrusive. Furthermore,
beyond a distance of 500 m the overhead lines are barely visible and consequently it is not
apparent to the casual observer that the ‘link’ is orientated at 90 degrees to the regional
transmission lines (Refer Figure 7).
The generating station and the OHL connection is theoretically visible from high ground on the
edge of the Yorkshire Wolds, including the Wolds Way to the south, although from this elevated
location the infrastructure is viewed against a backdrop of farmland and woodland, which
combined with a viewing distance in excess of 3 km, means that neither the generating station nor
the OHL are immediately apparent.
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The proposed extension to the operational period would not change the views compared to
existing, although the localised adverse visual effect on footpath users and the residential
properties at Ochre Farm would be continue for the duration of the planning consent.
Views from and the setting of the Listed Building on the B1258 Malton Road would not be affected
due to screening afforded by intervening vegetation.

Assessment of existing landscape mitigation measures.
The plantation around the operational area, which is now in excess of eight metres high, effectively
screens the generating station from the surrounding areas. Species present include; oak, ash,
birch, bird cherry, scots pine, willow, elder, hazel, and hawthorn.
There are some gaps in the vegetation on the eastern and western boundaries (Refer Figure 3),
although these do not compromise the visual screening, which is generally ‘fit for purpose’.
The hawthorn and blackthorn hedgerow alongside the access road have reached maturity and are
well maintained. The carr woodland (Claypit Plantation) to the north of the site predates the
generating station and is fully mature (Refer Figure 2).
In general, the planting is in good condition, although it will require regular inspection and
management to ensure that it continues to provide effective visual screening of the on-site
operations.

Proposals for landscape management
The following landscape management is proposed at KGS:

!

In order to maintain an effective visual barrier selective thinning and/or coppicing of the semimature trees and shrubs around the operational wellsite will be required to promote new
growth, particularly at lower level;

!

The mature trees in Claypit Pentation will be inspected and remedial tree works undertaken if
necessary to maintain the health and vigor of the woodland; and

!

Gaps in the exiting perimeter vegetation on the eastern boundary and western boundaries
could be augmented with additional planting to further screen the site offices and gas
infrastructure behind, although it would take many years to improve the level of screening
compared to existing and therefore the benefits would be marginal.

No realistic measures have been identified to mitigate the existing effects of the overhead line
connection to the national grid.

Summary
It is considered that subject to ongoing management the existing screen planting around KGS will
continue to provide adequate screening of the generating station for the duration the extended
operational period. The overhead electricity line and towers connecting KGS to the national grid
would remain visible from the adjacent public right-of-way and properties at Ochre Farm, although
effects on these receptors would be minimal, particularly when viewed in conjunction with national
grid lines, which are larger and more intrusive.
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Wellsite Photographs
Figure 2: KGS. Claypit Plantation on the northern site boundary
Claypit Plantation

Figure 3: KGS. Gaps in the vegetation with potential for additional planting on the eastern boundary
Gaps in vegetation provide
opportunity for additional
planting on embankment
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Figure 4: KGS Office roof and site structures partially visible from the PRoW to the west

KGS

Figure 5: KGS Aerial view of the generating station looking west
Opportunity for additional
planting on embankment to
screen KGS from the PRoW

Claypit
Plantation

Opportunity for additional
planting to enhance long
term screening
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Figure 6: KGS. Overhead transmission line connection to the national grid, view from the PRoW

KGS overhead line
National
grid

National grid

Figure 7: KGS. The overhead lines viewed from properties at Ochre Farm and the PRoW

KGS overhead line Connection
National
grid
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4.2 Kirby Misperton (KM-A) Wellsite Landscape and
Visual Appraisal
This appraisal should be read in conjunction with Drawing 04.

Wellsite Location
The Kirby Misperton A (KM-A) wellsite is located 900 m southwest of Kirby Misperton.

Planning permissions

!
!
!
!

The original wellsite was constructed in 1984.
Approval was granted to extend the wellsite in 2013 (Decision No. C3/12/00989/CPO).
A Landscape Management Plan for KM-A (and KM-B) was submitted by Third Energy in 2014
(Document Reference TEUG/LMP/2014)
Planning permission was granted in May 2016 to hydraulically fracture the well in the
extension area (Decision No. C3/15/00971/CPO). Condition 14 of the permission required
additional planting and landscape maintenance to be undertaken in accordance Drawing No
01/06/001, dated 7th October 2015. Refer Figure 11)

Landscape Designations
The site is not within, or subject to any ‘statutory’ or ‘non-statutory’ landscape designations:

!
!

The North York Moors National Park boundary lies approximately 5.6 km northeast of the site;
The Howardian Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) lies approximately 6.0 km
south west; and

!

A Scheduled Monument (Earthworks at Manor House Farm), is located at Great Barugh
approximately 2.0 km from the wellsite.

Potential Landscape Receptors
The nearest residential properties to KM-A are:
Alma Farm Bungalow, 230 m to the west;
Kirby O-Carr Farm, 210 m to the south on Habton Road;
Marlin Bungalow, 210 m to the south on Habton Road; and
Ashfield Caravan and Camping Park on the edge of Kirby Misperton, which has recently
expanded towards KM-A, at its closet point it is now 540 m from the wellsite.

!
!
!
!

NB: The closest property ‘Sugar Hill Bungalow’, immediately west of KM-A is currently uninhabited
and is boarded up.

Public Rights-of-Way
Public Right-of-Way 25.53/4/1 between Kirby Misperton Road and Habton Road passes along the
access track to Alma Farm, and along the northeaster boundary of the KM-A, before crossing open
fields in a south easterly direction, where it joins Habton Road to the east of the wellsite.
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A second footpath (25.53/5/2) runs along the existing access track from Habton Road to Alma
Farm. At the time of the field survey it had been closed due to ongoing operations at KM-A

The Existing Wellsite
The wellsite, which has been operational for many years, comprises three discrete areas:

!
!
!

The original well pad with low-level gas production equipment to the south;
A more recently constructed well pad/extension area to the north, which was the subject of a
recent planning approval to undertake hydraulic fracturing (This has resulted in the temporary
erection of plant and workover equipment, including acoustic fencing around the northern part
of the well pad, although the majority of this equipment has now been removed); and
An access track from Habton Road (which is no longer a public right-of-way).

The wellsite, including the extension area, is surrounded by perimeter mounds between 5 to 15 m
wide, with 2.8 m high double weldmesh security fencing to the inner and outer edges of the
mounds. The operational well pad to the south is enclosed on three sides by semi-mature native
woodland, planted over 20 years ago (Refer Figure 10).The earth mound surrounding the
extension area was planted comparatively recently and the vegetation cover is sparse and
immature.

Landscape Effects
The wellsite lies within Landscape Character Type 26: Enclosed Vale Farmland (The North
Yorkshire & York Landscape Characterisation Project 2011), which describes the visual, landscape
and cultural sensitivity of the area as ‘High’.
The landscape comprises gently undulating improved pasture/arable fields with patches of
deciduous woodland in places and scattered isolated trees along field boundaries. It is a
predominantly rural landscape with an associated sense of tranquillity, combined with rich historic
evidence of prehistoric earthworks and historic villages.
KM-A is located on a terraced slope to the south west of Kirby Misperton. The southern part of the
wellsite is largely enclosed by semi-mature woodland, which provides an effective buffer between
the production facilities and the surrounding areas. Externally the perimeter planting creates the
appearance of a rectangular block of deciduous woodland, which is characteristic of Landscape
Character Type 26.
There would be no further changes to the character of the landscape as a result of extending the
operational period of KM-A. The wellsite, which has been operational for over thirty years is
surrounded by a perimeter bund with semi-mature woodland. This provides an effective buffer
between the site and its surroundings. However, the more recently constructed northern extension
area is less well assimilated with the rural surroundings. The engineered profile of the perimeter
bund, which surrounds the well pad, emphasis the presence of a production facility and detracts
from the ‘natural’ landscape pattern. Replacement planting on the northern bound would improve
landscape assimilation in the longer term (Refer mitigation measures).

Visual effects
The low-level gas production equipment on the southern well pad is reasonably well screened on
three sides by the semi-mature plantation. Earth mounding surrounds the northern extension area
with recently planted native trees and shrubs. The earth mounding screens the low-level wellsite
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equipment, although the planting is not yet tall enough to screen the wellsite from the adjacent
public right-of-way (Refer Figure 8).
The low-level production equipment within the wellsite is not visible from any residential receptors,
including the properties on Habton Lane to the west.
In late March 2018, when survey was undertaken, the northern well pad contained a number of
taller structures including a mobile crane, workover rig and equipment relating to hydraulic
fracturing. These structures dominate views from the immediate surroundings and are visible from
many distant vantage points, including the National Park to the north (in good weather). However,
the visual effects associated with this equipment are temporary and would be removed once gas
production commenced. The low-level infrastructure which would remain in place would be largely
screened by the earth bunds, although views into the wellsite from the public rights-of-way to the
west of the wellsite would still be possible, particularly between Alma Farm and the wellsite and
from the footpath south of Alma Farm.
The proposed extension of the operational period would not change the character, composition, or
extent, of views compared to existing and subject to the implementation of the mitigation measures
described below the long term effects on the adjacent public rights-of-way could be minimised.

Assessment of existing landscape mitigation measures
The woodland planted around the original well pad (southern part of the site) is generally in good
condition, although many of the shrub species are reaching maturity and will require regular
management to ensure effective screening of the gas production equipment is maintained.
The more recent planting on the bund surrounding the northern well pad is less well established.
The vegetation cover in this area is sparse and many of the individual plants are small. (Refer
Figure 9).

Proposals for landscape management
The following landscape management is proposed at KM-A:

!

In order to maintain an effective visual barrier selective thinning and/or coppicing of the semimature trees and shrubs around the original (southern) well pad will be required to promote
new growth, particularly at lower level;

!

Growth rates of the recent planting on the bund around the northern well pad will continue to
be monitored and if necessary replanted in accordance with the landscape proposals
submitted with the planning approval for the hydraulic fracturing. (DRaW Landscape
Architects Figure 10 ‘Additional planting and Landscape Maintenance,’ October 2015). This
prescribes dense native ‘whip planting’ with a percentage of larger trees to augment the
original planting (Refer Figure 11).

Summary
Subject to ongoing management of the plantation around the southern well pad, it is considered
that the existing vegetation will continue to provide adequate screening for the duration the
extended operational period. The northern well pad is less well screened and consequently the
adverse effects on walkers using the adjacent public right-of-way will continue until the young
plants have grown sufficiently to ‘soften’ the appearance of the northern bund and increased the
level of screening compared to existing.
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KM-A Photographs
Figure 8: KM-A from the PRoW to the west of the Wellsite

KM-A

Footpath 25.53/4/1
west of the wellsite

Figure 9: KM-A. Recent immature planting on the northern bund

Footpath 25.53/4/1
north of the wellsite
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Figure 10: KM-A. Original well pad and the hydraulic fracturing equipment on the extension area

Northern Extension
Original Well pad

Footpath
25.53/4/1
north of the
wellsite

Figure 11: KM-A Planting scheme for KMA extension (DRaW Landscape Architects 07/10/15)
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4.3 Kirby Misperton (KM-B) Wellsite Landscape and
Visual Appraisal
This appraisal should be read in conjunction with Drawing 05.

Wellsite Location
The Kirby Misperton B wellsite (KM-B) is located 400 m to the south east of Little Barugh and 1.5
km west from Kirby Misperton.

Planning Permissions

!
!
!

Permission was granted for a wellsite in 1985 (Decision No. No: 85/00567/OLD).
NYCC granted permission for an extension to the wellsite (Decision No. C3/10/00924/CPO) in
October 2010. Conditions 22, 23, 24 and 25 required submission and implementation of
landscape mitigation proposals, landscape management plan and regular review of the
landscape works.
A Landscape Management Plan for KM-B (and KM-A) was submitted to NYCC by Third
Energy in 2014 (Document Reference TEUG/LMP/2014).

Landscape designations
The site is not within, or subject to any ‘statutory’ or ‘non-statutory’ landscape designations:

!
!
!
!

The North York Moors National Park boundary lies approximately 6.1 km northeast of the site;
The northern edge of the Howardian Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) lies
approximately 6.0 km to the south west;
A Scheduled Monument (Earthworks at Manor House Farm), is located at Great Barugh
approximately 1.3 km west of the wellsite; and
Two Grade II Listed Buildings are located Little Barugh, approximately 420 m northwest of the
wellsite.

Potential Residential Receptors
The nearest residential properties to KM-B are:

!
!
!

Detached houses on Barugh Lane, to the west of KM-B;
Houses in Little Barugh, to the northwest of KM-B; and
Alma Farm (house and farmstead) located on high ground to the east of KM-B.

Public Rights-of-Way
There are no public rights-of-way (PRoW) within or adjacent to the wellsite. (The access track to
KM-B is not publically accessible).
The closest PRoWs lies approximately 300 m to the west (Little Barugh to Great Barugh, via
California Farm) and footpath 25.53/4/1 which passes to the north of Alma Farm and KM-A.
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The Existing Wellsite
The wellsite, which has been operational for many years, comprises three discrete areas:

!
!
!

The main well pad with low-level gas production equipment;
A more recently constructed well pad/extension area to the east; and
Informal parking/turning area accessed via a track form Habton Road.

The wellsite, including the extension area, is surrounded by a 2-3 m high perimeter bund 12 to 15
m wide and a 2.8 m high weldmesh security fencing. The operational well pad is enclosed on three
sides by semi-mature native woodland, planted over thirty years ago and the mound surrounding
the extension area was planted sometime after planning permission was granted in October 2010
(Decision No.C3/10/00924/CPO Dated: 21st October 2010). Refer Figure 14.

Landscape Effects
The wellsite lies within Landscape Character Type 26: Enclosed Vale Farmland (The North
Yorkshire & York Landscape Characterisation Project 2011), which describes the visual, landscape
and cultural sensitivity of the area as ‘High’.
The landscape comprises gently undulating improved agricultural fields with patches of deciduous
woodland in places and scattered isolated trees along field boundaries. It is a predominantly rural
landscape with an associated sense of tranquillity, combined with rich historic evidence of
prehistoric earthworks and historic villages.
KM-B is located on a terraced slope (around 40m AOD) to the south east of Little Barugh. The
main part of the wellsite is enclosed by semi-mature woodland, which effectively screens the
production facilities from the surrounding areas. Externally the semi-mature perimeter planting
creates the appearance of a rectangular block of deciduous woodland, which is characteristic of
Landscape Character Type 26.
There would be no further changes to the character of the landscape as a result of extending the
operational period of KM-B. The wellsite has been operational for many years and is surrounded
by a perimeter bund with semi-mature woodland on three sides. This provides an effective buffer
between the site and its surroundings. However, the more recently constructed eastern extension
area is less well assimilated with the rural surroundings. The engineered profile of the perimeter
bund, which surrounds the eastern extension area emphasises the presence of an ‘industrial
operation’ and detracts from the ‘natural’ landscape pattern. Recent planting on the bund will
improve landscape assimilation in the longer term as the planting matures.

Visual effects
The low-level gas production equipment on the original well pad is reasonably well screened on
three sides by well-established plantation. The eastern extension area is surrounded by earth
mounding which has recently been planted with native trees and shrubs. The earth mounding
screens the low-level wellsite equipment, although the planting is not yet tall enough to screen the
wellsite from Alma Farm or Footpath 25.53/5/2 to the east (Refer Figures 12,13, and 15).
Apart from Alma Farm the low-level production equipment within the wellsite is not visible from any
residential receptors, including the properties in Little Barugh to the west.
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The proposed extension of the operational period would not affect the views from, or the setting of,
the Listed Buildings in Little Barugh or the views from the nearby public rights-of-way.
The views of the gas production equipment from the east will reduce as the young planting on the
eastern bund matures.

Assessment of existing landscape mitigation measures
The woodland around the operational area, which is now up to 10 m high, effectively screens the
gas infrastructure from the majority of nearby receptors, including properties located to the west of
the wellsite around Little Barugh. Species present include; oak, ash, birch, bird cherry, pine, willow,
elder, hazel, dogwood, hawthorn and blackthorn.
In general, this planting is thriving, although it will require ongoing inspection and management to
ensure it continues to provide effective visual screening of the operational facilities.
The trees and shrubs planted on the earth bunds surrounding the eastern extension area are small
for their age (planted in 2011) and overall the planting is vary sparse and is unlikely to create a
sufficiently dense screen for many years. It is likely that the lack of growth and sparsity of planting
is due to poor ground conditions resulting in higher than expected plant failure rates.

Proposals for landscape management
The following landscape management is proposed at KM-B:

!

In order to maintain an effective visual barrier selective thinning and/or coppicing of the semimature trees and shrubs around the operational wellsite will be required to promote new
growth, particularly at lower level;

!

Ongoing monitoring of the young trees or shrubs around the eastern extension area will
continue to ensure successful establishment. If necessary planting will be replaced in
accordance with the specifications set out in the approved planting proposals i.e. Conditions
22 of the planning permission for the extension area (Decision No.C3/10/00924/CPO Dated:
21st October 2010); and

!

Management of the planting will continue in accordance with the approved Landscape
Management Plan, submitted in relation to Condition 24 of the planning permission for the
eastern extension area (Decision No.C3/10/00924/CPO Dated: 21st October 2010).

Summary
Subject to ongoing management of the plantation around the original well pad, it is considered that
the existing vegetation will continue to provide adequate screening for the duration of the extended
operational period, although where the plantation has been removed on the eastern boundary to
facilitate construction of the additional well pad it has opened up views of the gas production
equipment from Alma Farm and the adjacent footpath. The equipment will remain visible from
these locations until the planting around the eastern extension area becomes fully established.
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Wellsite Photographs
Figure 12: KM-B from the access track east of the wellsite

KM-B

Figure 13: KM-B. Sparse planting on the perimeter bund around the eastern extension area

Eastern extension Area
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Figure 14: KM-B. The operational well pad with the extension area in the foreground

Original Well pad

Eastern Extension

Figure 15: KM-B. Alma Farm on higher ground east of the wellsite

Alma Farm
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4.4 Malton (MN-A) Wellsite Landscape and Visual
Appraisal
This appraisal should be read in conjunction with Drawing 06.

Wellsite Location
The Malton (MN-A) wellsite is located 200 m west of Great Habton Village.

Planning permissions

!
!

The wellsite was constructed in 1985.
Planting proposals to discharge Condition 11 attached to the planning approval for an
additional well at MN-A (Decision No C3/12/00783/CPO) were approved by NYCC in October
2012. This included additional screen planting in accordance with Landscape Proposals
Drawing No 719.200A (06/12/2012). Refer Figure 18.

Landscape Designations
The site is not within, or subject to any ‘statutory’ or ‘non-statutory’ landscape designations:

!
!
!
!

The North York Moors National Park boundary lies approximately 8.5 km northeast of MN-A;
The Howardian Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) lies approximately 3.2 km
south west of MN-A;
A Scheduled Monument (Earthworks at Manor House Farm), is located at the eastern end of
Great Barugh, approximately 2.4 km of MN-A; and
Two Grade II Listed Buildings are located at Great Habton, approximately 400 m east of MNA.

Potential Residential Receptors
The nearest residential properties to MN-A are:

!
!
!

Chapel Close, 120 m to the east of MN-A;
The Ellers, 140 m north west of MN-A; and
White Holme, 150 m south east of MN-A.

Public Rights-of-Way
There are no public rights-of-way (PRoW) within or adjacent to the wellsite. The closest footpath,
which runs from Great Habton to Newsham Bridge passes Whiteholme Farm 150 m to the east of
the wellsite.
Habton Lane (public highway) runs along the northern edge of the wellsite. (The access track from
the lane on the eastern edge of the wellsite is not publicly accessible).
The cricket pitch to the east of MN-A is publicly accessible.
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The Existing Wellsite
The wellsite, which has been operational for many years comprises a single well pad with low-level
gas production equipment surrounded by semi-mature woodland. There is an access track along
the eastern edge of the wellsite with a gated entrance onto Habton Lane.

Landscape Effects
The site lies within Landscape Character Type 26: Enclosed Vale Farmland (The North Yorkshire
& York Landscape Characterisation Project (2011), which describes the visual and landscape
sensitivity of the area as ‘High’.
The landscape comprises flat farmland with equestrian and recreational uses towards Great
Habton. Vegetation cover is fairly extensive with large arable fields and country lanes, enclosed by
well-maintained hedgerows. The landscape is considered to be a pleasant rural landscape with
few detracting features.
There would be no further changes to the character of the landscape as a result of extending the
operational period. The wellsite, which has been operational for over 30 years is surrounded by a
perimeter bund with semi-mature woodland and hedgerows. This provides an effective buffer
between the site and its surroundings, creating the impression of ‘natural’ woodland block, which is
a characteristic feature of Landscape Character Type 26.

Visual Effects
The well pad and low-level gas production equipment are effectively screened from the
surrounding area. From most locations it is not apparent that there is any gas production facility
present at this location, although during winter months when the vegetation is not in leaf glimpsed
views of the control room are possible from Habton Lane, immediately adjacent to the site
entrance (Refer Figure 16), and from the sports pitches to the east of the wellsite.
Neither the control room nor the gas production equipment are visible from the public right-of-way
to the south of MN-A (Refer Figure 17) or from any residential receptors, including the Listed
Buildings in Great Habton to the east.
The proposed extension of the operational period would not affect the existing views.

Assessment of existing landscape mitigation measures
The majority of the existing planting is in good condition and is well established. It fulfils its
intended purpose of screening the wellsite from surrounding areas. The planting along the eastern
boundary is less dense at low level, and there are some gaps in the woodland which allows for
glimpsed views through to the control building at the entrance on Habton Lane.
The landscape scheme submitted to, and approved by, North Yorkshire County Council in 2012
(Refer to Figure 18) includes proposals to remove existing vegetation by the entrance gates in
order to facilitate temporary access for drilling equipment and replace it with new planting when the
drilling works were completed. The vegetation clearance is less extensive than the plans indicate,
thus avoiding the need for replacement planting, although there is a residual gap to the right of the
entrance gates which could be planted to increase the long-term screening from Habton Road and
the cricket pitch to the east, if considered necessary (Refer Figure 19).
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Proposals for landscape management
The following landscape management is proposed at MN-A:

!

In order to maintain an effective visual barrier selective thinning and/or coppicing of the semimature trees and shrubs around the wellsite will be required to promote new growth,
particularly at lower level;

!

There is scope for additional planting to infill a gap in the vegetation adjacent to the access
gates to further reduce the glimpsed views of the control room from Habton Lane and the
sports pitches, although it is considered that the benefits would be marginal given the
adequate screening afforded the retained vegetation and the fact it would be many years
before new planting be effective as a visual barrier.

Summary
Subject to ongoing management of the plantation around MN-A, it is considered that the existing
vegetation will continue to provide adequate screening for the duration of the extended operational
period, and that the infill planting by the wellsite entrance will make negligible difference to the
outward appearance of the wellsite compared to existing.

Wellsite Photographs
Figure 16: MN-A Glimpsed view of the control room from the Habton Lane entrance

MN-A
Control Room
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Figure 17: MN-A from the public right-of-way south of the wellsite

MN-A

Figure 18: MN-A Planting Proposals (Wollerton Dodwell Associates 2012)
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Figure 19: MN-A. Opportunity for additional planting by the wellsite entrance

Opportunity for
additional planting

Figure 20: MN-A. Aerial view of MNA Wellsite looking northeast

Cricket Ground
Habton Lane
Opportunity for additional
planting by the entrance
gates
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4.5 Malton (MN-B) Wellsite Landscape and Visual
Appraisal
This appraisal should be read in conjunction with Drawing 07.

Wellsite Location
The Malton (MN-B) wellsite is located 250 m north of Great Habton.

Planning Permissions

!
!
!

Original Wellsite was approved in 1985 (Decision No: 85/00449/OLD).
Permission was granted in 2006 (Decision No. 06/00625/CPO) to extend the time limit for
production of gas from the well site to May 2018.
A major workover was approved in 2012.

C3/12/00989/CPO

Landscape designations
The site is not within, or subject to any ‘statutory’ or ‘non-statutory’ landscape designations:

!
!
!
!

The North York Moors National Park boundary lies approximately 8.4 km northeast of MN-B;
The Howardian Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) lies approximately 3.1 km
south west of MN-B;
A Scheduled Monument ( Earthworks at Manor House Farm), is located at Great Barugh,
approximately 2.3 km north east of MN-B; and
Two Grade II Listed Buildings are located within Great Habton, approximately 500 m south of
MN-B

Potential Residential Receptors
The nearest residential properties to MN-B are:

!
!

Wellfield House (Wellfield Farm), located 260 m to the south of the wellsite; and
Houses in Great Habton to the south of Wellfield House.

Public Rights-of-Way
There are no public rights-of-way within or immediately adjacent to the site. The closest footpath
runs eastwards from Kirby Misperton Lane, on the northern edge of Great Habton, towards Low
Farm. It passes through land at Wellfield Farm 250 m to the south of MN-B.

The Existing Wellsite
The wellsite, which has been operational for many years comprises a single well pad with low-level
gas production equipment, surrounded by a perimeter bund and semi-mature woodland, on three
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sides with a mature hedgerow on the eastern boundary and an access track along the northern
edge of the wellsite with a gated entrance on to Kirby Misperton Lane.

Landscape Effects
The site lies within Landscape Character Type 26: Enclosed Vale Farmland (The North Yorkshire
& York Landscape Characterisation Project (2011), which describes the visual and landscape
sensitivity of the area as ‘High’; and Landscape Type I: Western Vale Farmland (The Landscapes
of North Ryedale assessment, 1999) which also describes the landscape’s sensitivity to change as
being ‘High’.
The landscape comprises large arable fields with comparatively little vegetation cover, although
Kirby Misperton Lane on which the MN-B is located is enclosed by well-maintained hedgerows.
The landscape is considered to be a pleasant rural landscape with few detracting features.
The wellsite is perceived as being fairly remote, despite its close proximity to Great Habton.
Effects on the character of the landscape are minimal, given that the site is relatively small, well
contained and does not encroach upon the surrounding landscape.
There would be no further changes to the character of the landscape as a result of extending the
operational period of MN-B. The existing wellsite, which has been operational for over 30 years is
surrounded by a perimeter bund with semi-mature woodland. This provides an effective buffer
between the site and the surrounding landscape.

Visual Effects
The existing gas production equipment is screened from Kirby Misperton Lane and the surrounding
areas by perimeter bunds and semi-mature plantation surrounding the well pad. Therefore there
and no views from residential receptors, or the Listed Buildings into the wellsite.
During the winter months when the vegetation is not in leaf glimpsed views of the control room are
possible from the public right-of-way to the east of the wellsite, although the building is unlikely to
be noticed by the casual observer (Refer Figure 22). The gas production equipment is not visible
from the footpath or Wellfield House to the south (Refer Figure 21).

Assessment of existing landscape mitigation measures
The majority of the woodland surrounding the wellsite is well established and fulfils its purpose of
screening the low-level gas production equipment from surrounding areas.

Proposals for landscape management
The following landscape management is proposed at MN-B:

!

In order to maintain an effective visual barrier selective thinning and/or coppicing of the semimature trees and shrubs around the wellsite will be required to promote new growth,
particularly at lower level; and

!

There is some scope for additional tree planting in gaps along the eastern boundary to
increase the level of visual screening from the footpath to the south east of the wellsite
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although the benefits would be marginal, given that it would be many years before any new
planting would reach sufficient height to completely screen the control room.

Summary
Subject to ongoing management of the plantation around MN-B, it is considered that the existing
vegetation will continue to provide adequate screening for the duration of the extended operational
period. No additional mitigation measures are proposed.

Wellsite Photographs
Figure 21: MN-B. Public right-of-way south of the site off Kirby Misperton Lane

MN-B

Kirby Misperton Lane
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Figure 22: MN-B. View from public right-of-way to the east of the wellsite

MN-B

Figure 23: MN-B Planting Proposals (Wollerton Dodwell Associates 2012)
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4.6 Marishes (MAR) Wellsite Landscape and Visual
Appraisal
This appraisal should be read in conjunction with Drawing 08. (MAR was not accessible at the
time of the assessment due to localised flooding. Refer Figure 22)

Wellsite Location
The Marishes (MAR) wellsite is located at a confluence of the River Derwent and River Rye, 400 m
to the northwest of the hamlet of Wykeham and 1.3 km to the south of the hamlet of Low Marishes.

Planning Permissions

!
!

Permission was granted to construct the wellsite in1988 (Ref. No: 88/00711/OLD)
Permission was granted in June 2006, to extend the operational period until 19 May 2018,
(C3/12/00989/CPO).

Landscape Designations
The site is not within, or subject to any ‘statutory’ or ‘non-statutory’ landscape designations:

!
!
!
!

The North York Moors National Park boundary lies approximately 6.4 km north of the wellsite;
The Howardian Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) lies approximately 5.5 km
southwest;
A Scheduled Monument (East Field) an Iron age barrow cemetery on the eastern edge of
Rillington, is located approximately 3.8 km southeast of the wellsite.
A Grade II Listed Building (Howe Bridge Farm), is located approximately 1.1 km to the
northwest of the wellsite.

Potential Residential Receptors
The nearest residential properties to MAR are:

!
!
!

Abbey Farm, 350 m north of the wellsite;
How Bridge Farm, 1.1 km to the northeast of the wellsite;
Wykeham Hill, 400m to the south of the wellsite.

Public Rights-of-Way
There are no public rights-of-way within or near the wellsite, and the area around it is inaccessible
to the public. The closest footpath crosses the A169 at Howe Bridge Farm 1.1 km to the northwest
of the site.

The Existing Wellsite
The wellsite, which has been operational for many years, comprises two main areas:
A well pad with low-level gas production equipment; and
A 1.2 km long access track from Marishes Low Road (off the A169).

!
!
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The well pad is surrounded by a perimeter bund with semi-mature woodland and a weldmesh
security fence.

Landscape Effects
The wellsite lies within: Landscape Character Type 22: Open Carr/Vale Farmland (The North
Yorkshire & York Landscape Characterisation Project (2011), which describes the visual,
landscape and cultural sensitivity of the area as ‘Moderate’.
The landscape comprises flat arable land within the floodplain of the Rivers Derwent and Rye. It is
characterised by small to medium sized rectilinear fields delineated by a network of drainage
ditches running parallel to the two rivers, with extensive flood berms along the river banks and
around the Marishes wellsite.
The wellsite is remote, located away from settlements and can only be accessed via a long private
track which is not publicly accessible. Land around the wellsite is prone to flooding and the access
track is frequently impassable.
There would be no further changes to the character of the landscape as a result of extending the
operational period. The wellsite, which has been operational for approximately 30 years is
surrounded by a perimeter bund with semi-mature woodland. This provides an effective buffer
between the site and its surroundings and creates the impression of ‘natural’ woodland copse,
which is a characteristic feature of Landscape Character Type 22.

Visual effects
Due to the remote location of the wellsite, combined with the lack of residential properties, public
vantage points or footpaths views of the wellsite are very few, if any.
Due to intervening vegetation and topography the wellsite is not visible Abbey Farm, How Bridge
Farm (Grade II Listed Building), or Wykeham Hill.
The proposed extension of the operational period would not change the visual baseline situation.

Assessment of existing landscape mitigation measures
Based on wellsite photographs (Refer Figure 26, Summer 2015) and aerial photographs (Refer
Figure 25, February 2018) it would appear that the majority of the perimeter planting has
established well. It provides an effective visual barrier around the majority of the well pad, although
it appears that there are some gaps in the perimeter planting at the eastern end of the wellsite,
which allow views into and out of the wellsite. However, given the lack of visual receptors in the
locality there would be little benefit in planting any additional trees or shrubs to infill the gaps.
(In order to assess the condition of the planting in more detail it would be necessary to conduct a
further visit when the flooding recessed and the well site becomes accessible).

Proposals for landscape management
Given the remote location and lack of receptors no further mitigation measures are proposed,
although in order to maintain an effective visual barrier selective thinning and/or coppicing of the
semi-mature trees and shrubs around MAR will be required to promote new growth.
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Summary of findings.
Based on photographic evidence the existing landscape and visual effects appear to minimal.
Subject to ongoing management of the plantation around MAR, it is considered that the existing
vegetation will continue to provide adequate screening for the duration of the extended operational
period. No additional mitigation measures are proposed.

Wellsite Photographs
Figure 24: MAR. Flooding preventing access to Marishes wellsite, March 2018

MAR

Figure 25: MAR. Aerial view of Marishes wellsite looking north
Abbey Farm

Marishes Wellsite
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Figure 26: MAR. Marishes Wellsite (2015) showing gaps in vegetation of the eastern boundary
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4.7 Pickering (PK) Wellsite Landscape and Visual
Appraisal
This appraisal should be read in conjunction with Drawing 09.

Wellsite Location
Pickering wellsite (PK) is located 1.6 km to the south of Pickering at 26 m AOD. The nearest
residential property is Buckthorn Farm, approximately 150 m to the south.

Planning Permissions

!

Planning permission was granted for the wellsite in 1991 (Decision Number No:
91/00927/OLD) and the well was drilled in 1996;

!

In May 2016 planning permission was given for a change of use from a production well to a
production and water reinjection well. This included proposals for additional planting and the
management of the existing screen planting Drawing 01/07/001 (Refer Figure 30).

Landscape designations
The site is not within, or subject to any ‘statutory’ or ‘non-statutory’ landscape designations:

!
!
!
!

The North York Moors National Park boundary lies approximately 2 km northeast of the
wellsite;
The Howardian Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) lies approximately 9.4 km
south west;
A Scheduled Monument (Roxby Hill manorial complex and associated ridge and furrow
earthworks) is located to the east of Thornton le Dale, approximately 9.4 km from the wellsite;
and
Grade II Listed buildings are located on Leas Lane, approximately 400 to 450 m west of the
wellsite.

Potential Residential Receptors
The nearest residential properties to PK are:

!
!
!

Buckthorn Farm, and the adjacent holiday chalets, off Haygate Lane, approximately 150 m
south of the wellsite;
Summerfields, a detached farmhouse Farm on East Ings Lane, approximately 400 m
southwest of the wellsite; and
Houses on Leas Lane, including Leas Farm, The Ranch, and The Laurels, approximately 400
to 450 m west of the wellsite.

In addition to the above existing residential receptors planning permission (Reference
13/00029/MFUL) was granted in August 2013 for an extensive recreational development on and
adjacent to the showground, which will comprise:
“Erection of 133 no. holiday lodges, managers lodge, restaurant building, wellsite shops with
storage and toilets, lodge reception building, 2 no. biomass boiler & pellet store buildings & toilet
block, change of use of part of wellsite to touring caravan park with erection of 2no. shower/toilet
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blocks and a reception/wellsite shop building, formation of camping area with 15no. camping pods,
use of part of wellsite as event field or football pitches with erection of pavilion for toilet and
changing facilities, use of part of wellsite for events & outward bound activities, use of part of
wellsite as nature area, use of part of wellsite for car parking and a park and ride facility with
erection of passenger shelter and gatehouse, formation of lake, vehicular accesses to Malton
Road and associated internal access roads and landscaping”.
The development, which is currently under construction includes a large number potential
residential/holiday receptors which would adjoin the northern, eastern and western wellsite
boundaries and would be within 60 m of the southern boundary (Refer Figure 31).

Public Rights-of-Way and Publically Accessible Land
There are no public rights-of-way within or immediately adjacent to the PK, although Pickering
showground located east of the wellsite is accessible to the public during events and the wellsite
access track is shared (in part) with the showground access.
The closest PRoW (adjacent to Bull Ing Drain and Tofts Drain) passes approximately 120 m
southwest of the wellsite.
The proposed showground development would allow public access to the wellsite boundaries.

The Existing Wellsite
The wellsite, which has been operational for many years, comprises two parts:
A well pad with low-level gas production equipment; and
An informal parking area and access track through Pickering showground to the A169 Malton
Road.

!
!

The wellpad is surrounded by a 2.8m high weldmesh security fence, with a 2 to 3 m high perimeter
bund and dense semi-mature woodland to the northern and western boundaries. The southern
boundary is enclosed by a mature hedgerow, and the eastern boundary is screened by a
combination of earth mounding and vegetation within the wellsite and the adjacent showground
(Refer Figure 29).
A planning application submitted in 2015 included proposals to provide additional planting along
the eastern edge of the site to fill a 15 m gap in the hedgerow along the southern boundary. (Refer
Figure 30: Dwg 01/07/001, submitted to NYCC by DRaW Landscape Architects 07/10/15).

Landscape Effects
The wellsite lies within: Landscape Character Type 22: Open Carr/Vale Farmland (The North
Yorkshire & York Landscape Characterisation Project (2011), which describes the visual,
landscape and cultural sensitivity of the area as ‘Moderate’.
The landscape comprises predominantly flat, medium to large scale arable fields, delineated by a
network of drainage ditches and hedgerows. The busy A169 Malton Road, situated 460 m east of
the wellsite, along with the Pickering showground, Steam and Moorland Garden Centre and Black
Bull Caravan site detract from the rural qualities of the area.
The proposed showground development will have a significant effect on the character of the local
area and the views towards the wellsite. Although the proposals to extend the operational period
will, in themselves, not have any effect on the landscape.
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Visual effects
The majority of the existing gas production equipment is screened from the surrounding areas by
the perimeter bunds and the planting surrounding the wellsite.
Where gaps in the perimeter vegetation permit, partial views of the gas production equipment are
possible from Pickering showground to the north.
A small gap in the hedgerow south of the wellsite allows glimpsed views of the control room from
Buckthorn Farm, on Haygate Lane and the adjacent holiday cabins, although these are
insignificant and could be mitigated by implementation of the ‘infill’ planting proposed under the
previous planning application (Refer Figure 27).
Apart from Buckthorn Farm and the adjacent holiday cabins the low-level production equipment
within the wellsite is not visible from any residential receptors, including the Listed Buildings and
properties located on Leas Lane to the west.
It is predicted that the views of the control room from Buckthorn Farm and the chalets will be
largely obstructed by the proposed ‘showground development’, which includes the construction of
additional cabins on the intervening land (Refer Figure 30: The approved site layout submitted with
the planning application). In addition, the development incorporates further screen planting around
the wellsite which will increase the visual separation between the wellsite and its surroundings.

Assessment of existing screen planting
According to the approved planting proposals (the boundary planting comprises: Quercus robur,
Acer pseudoplatanus, Fraxinus excelsior, Pinus sylvestris, Betual pendula, Alnus glutinosa, Sorbus
acuparia, Ulex europeaus, Cornus sanguinea, Corylus avellana, Ilex aquifolium and Cratagus
monogyna.
The trees and hedgerows along the western and southern boundaries have established well and
are in good condition. The northern boundary has a few well-established trees which provide some
screening of the wellsite infrastructure. However, rabbit damage has resulted in localised gaps in
the vegetation along the northern boundary and northeast corners of the wellsite. The recent
planting on the mound is not sufficiently well established to enhance the existing screening or aid
landscape assimilation, although the bund itself provides adequate screening from the southeast
without the planting (Refer to Figure 28).

Proposals for landscape management
The following landscape management is proposed at the Pickering wellsite:

!
!
!
!

In order to maintain an effective visual barrier selective thinning and/or coppicing of the semimature trees and shrubs around the operational wellsite will be required to promote new
growth, particularly at lower level;
Planting damaged by planting along the northern boundary is being monitored and will be
reinstated. All new planting will be protected from rabbits;
Recent planting on the screen bund along the southeast boundary is being monitored and if
necessary will be reinstated and/or augmented with additional planting to further enhance the
long-term screening around the wellsite.
The 15 m gap in the hedgerow along the southern boundary will be planted in accordance
with Dwg 01/07/001 submitted to NYCC by DRaW Landscape Architects 07/10/15; and
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!

The long-term management proposals will be reviewed in relation to the extensive landscape
measures proposed as part of the adjoining showground development.

Summary
Subject to ongoing monitoring and management of the plantation around the Pickering wellsite,
including localised infill planting it is considered that the existing vegetation will provide adequate
screening for the duration of the extended operational period. However, the setting of the wellsite
and the character of the surrounding area will be significantly altered by the approved showground
development, which is currently under construction.

Wellsite Photographs
Figure 27: PK. View to southern wellsite boundary from Buckthorn Farm

Pickering Wellsite

Control Room

Figure 28: PK. Recent planting on the screen mound on the eastern boundary
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Figure 29: PK. Aerial view of Pickering Wellsite looking south
Gap in hedgerow
southern boundary

Northern boundary with
rabbit damage to planation

Figure 30: PK. Planting plan submitted (DRaW Landscape Architects 07/10/15)
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Figure 31; Proposed ‘Showground’ development (under construction)

PK
Wellsite
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5 Summary and Conclusion
This appraisal has been undertaken to identify the potential landscape and visual effects resulting
from the renewal of consent for the existing Vale-of-Pickering infrastructure, to facilitate gas
production up until December 2035. The conclusions of the appraisal are set out below.
The existing infrastructure has been operational for many years and has become an established
part of the landscape and the views experienced by the local population.
The wellsites and generating station are surrounded by screen bunds and/or dense vegetation,
which in most locations provides substantial screening, preventing views of the gas production
equipment from the surrounding areas. At some of the wellsites a passerby, without prior
knowledge, may not even be aware of their existence.
Continued gas production will not result in changes to the existing infrastructure, or to the
approved site activity. Operations and activities which currently take place under the existing
permission would continue as before and would be wholly contained within the existing wellsite/
generating station boundaries. As a result, there would be no physical or perceived changes to the
landscape, visual amenity or the character of the LCTs in which they are located i.e. there would
be no landscape or visual effects because the baseline situation will not change.
However, where the infrastructure already has an adverse effect on either visual amenity or
landscape quality the nearby receptors would be exposed to prolonged exposure during the
extended operations. The infrastructure which currently has a detrimental, albeit a comparatively
minor effect on the landscape or visual amenity is considered to be:

!
!
!

The northern extension to KM-A, where the new vegetation around the northern wellpad is
insufficiently mature to fully screen the production equipment, or soften the engineered
appearance of the perimeter bund from the adjacent public right-of-way;
The eastern extension area to KM-B, where the removal of semi-mature planation has opened
up views into the wellsite from the east; and
The overhead lines and towers linking KGS to the national grid, which due to their size and
engineered appearance would continue to have an adverse effect on the rural quality of the
landscape, which is exacerbated by the proximity to the regional transmission lines.

These adverse effects are localised and in the case of KM-A and KM-B could be minimised
through the reinstatement or augmentation existing screen planting.

Summary of Recommendations
The key issues and mitigation measures proposed at the wellsites and generating station are
summarised below.
Knapton generating Station (KGS) and overhead line
The generating station is well screened and the planting is ‘fit for purpose’. Additional ‘infill’ planting
and selective thinning /coppicing would ensure it remains an effective buffer throughout the
extended operational period.

Page 50 of 57

The overhead line and towers between KGS and the national grid would remain prominent,
although the effects would be localised. No realistic measures have been identified to mitigate the
views.
Kirby Misperton (KM-A) Wellsite
The planting on the bund around the northern well pad will continue to be monitored and if
necessary replanted in accordance with the landscape proposals submitted with the 2015 planning
approval to minimise the effects on the adjacent public right-of-way.
Selective thinning /coppicing of the semi-mature plantation around the southern wellpad would
ensure it remains an effective buffer throughout the extended operational period.
Kirby Misperton (KM-B) Wellsite
The well pad and low-level gas production equipment at KM-B is visually exposed from Alma Farm
and the public right-of-way adjacent to the farm.
Selective thinning /coppicing of the existing semi-mature plantation would ensure it remains an
effective buffer throughout the extended operational period.
The planting on the bund around the eastern extension area is being monitored and if necessary
will be reinstated, or augmented with additional planting in accordance with the approved
landscape proposals.
Malton (MN-A) Wellsite
Generally the wellsite is generally well screened. On-going woodland management will include
selective thinning and/or coppicing to promote new growth and there is opportunity to enhance the
long-term screening on the eastern boundary if considered necessary, although the screening is
currently ‘fit for purpose’.
Malton (MN-B) Wellsite
Generally the wellsite is well screened. Apart from on-going woodland management, which could
include selective thinning and/or coppicing to promote new growth no other mitigation measures
are proposed.
Marishes (MAR) Wellsite
Generally the wellsite is well screened and there are very few visual receptors in the locality.
Subject to ongoing management of the plantation around MAR, it is considered that the existing
vegetation will continue to provide adequate screening for the duration of the extended operational
period. No additional mitigation measures are proposed.
Pickering (PK) Wellsite
Generally the wellsite is well screened. Subject to ongoing monitoring and management of the
plantation around the wellsite, including localised infill planting, it is considered that the existing
vegetation will continue to provide adequate screening for the duration of the extended operational
period.
The setting of the wellsite and the character of the surrounding area will be significantly altered by
the approved showground development, which is currently under construction.
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Overall Conclusion
A comprehensive landscape and visual appraisal of the infrastructure has not identified any
substantive reason why the gas production should not continue in the Vale-of-Pickering until 2035.
No notable landscape or visual effects have been identified and there will be no change to the
setting of the protected landscapes, visitor attractions, or cultural assets, including listed buildings,
scheduled monuments or conservation areas.
On-going monitoring and management of the landscape will be required to ensure the plantations
around the wellsites and the generating station remain ‘fit-for-purpose’ and continue to screen the
sites for the full duration of the extended operations.
Any infrastructure or equipment which becomes redundant during this period will be removed and
the land reinstated back to agriculture.
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Drawings
Drawing 01: Landscape and Planning Constraints
Drawing 02: Landscape Character Areas
Drawing 03: Landscape and Visual Appraisal: Knapton Generating Station
Drawing 04: Landscape and Visual Appraisal: Kirby Misperton A (KM-A)
Drawing 05: Landscape and Visual Appraisal: Kirby Misperton B (KM-B)
Drawing 06: Landscape and Visual Appraisal: Malton A (MN-A)
Drawing 07: Landscape and Visual Appraisal: Malton B (MN-B)
Drawing 08: Landscape and Visual Appraisal: Marishes (MAR)
Drawing 09: Landscape and Visual Appraisal: Pickering (PK)
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