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Dear sirs, I am very disappointed to discover that the above planning application will be
considered at a meeting of the Strategic Planning Committee on January 30th, 2026.
I am particularly concerned that this application is proceeding to committee stage when
considering the following;
 

1. North Yorkshire Council have consulted the Department for Energy Security and Net
Zero for guidance on how forthcoming policy changes might affect this decision but
have decided to proceed even though a response has not yet been received from
DESNZ.

2. Both Kier Starmer and Ed Milliband have publicly stated their intention to ban
fracking in all its forms, in the forthcoming Energy Independence Bill due in spring
2026.

3. The draft National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) is currently under consultation
until only March 10, 2026, and contains significant implications for proposed
fracking operations—specifically, the proposal to remove the “great weight” given to
mineral extraction planning applications.

 
Surely these issues should be resolved prior to considering this application, which relies
heavily on present policy and would be directly impacted by the points raised above.
Furthermore, I would like to highlight some of the statements in the Europa application are
simply untrue.
EOG state that the proposed site is an industrial area – it isn’t!
EOG state that we won’t notice the 38 metre high drilling rig and methane flare – We will!
EOG state that the additional HGV traffic will be insignificant – It will be!
EOG  state that the nearest dwellings are 1 kilometre away from the drill site – The nearest
dwelling is 350 metres from the drill site.
There are also many inconsistencies between the planning application and the
Environmental Permit application, which suggests that some information is not factual in
one or other of the applications.
Also, in Agenda Item 3, paragraph 4.7 states that there are no national cycle routes near
the site. This is not true, the Cinder Track, which runs within 100 – 150 metres from the site
at its closest point is part of the National Cycle Network.
It seems to me that this application is suddenly being steamrolled through the process to
avoid any of the above issues having to be considered, and it makes me wonder who is
pressing the panic button.
I am a resident, and council tax payer, which EOG are not, and I expect my local council to
respect the views of the local community, environment and natural environment which
EOG seem intent on destroying.
 
Yours Sincerely
 



Stephen Topham
7 Bridge Close
Burniston
Scarborough
YO13 0HS
 




