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Planning Ref. No: NY/2025/0030/ENV - Europa Oil and Gas application for appraisal
drilling at Burniston Mill Site
Dear Planning Committee
I am writing to ask for you to postpone the decision on the above application until the
Government has completed and pubished the new NPPF, which is currently under
consultation until March. The proposed changes to this document contains significant
implications for the proposed fracking operations at Burniston, specifically, the proposed
change to “remove the weight given to mineral extraction benefits”. These changes
directly impact the viability of EOG's application, which heavily relies on the current
policy.
It would be a travestyfor this application to be passed on the basis of the old and outdated
NPPF. I also gather that Councillor Crane has reached out to the government for guidance
on upcoming policy and legal changes that may impact this decision. It is essential to wait
for their response before proceeding.
Furthermore, the government has committed to permanently ban ALL fracking, including
what Europa call 'proppant squeezing' - which is basically low volume hydraulic
fracturing. This is expected to be confirmed in the forthcoming Energy Independence Bill
in the spring. 
It therefore seems ridiculous to make a decision on the above application until the legal
situation on low-volume fracking is clarified, and should a decision be made next Friday, I
would imagine this would be grounds for a strong legal challenge and/or a judicial review
once the new guidelines are published. 
Please do the right thing and postpone this meeting. 
Best wishes
Chris Redston
120 Muirkirk Rd, Catford, London SE6 1BH. 
(I have family in Ryedale and am a frequent visitor to the area for family gatherings and
holidays)




