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Ecological Planning Advice

From: Julia Casterton, Principal Ecologist
ecology@northyorks.gov.uk

To: Amy Taylor, Principal Planning Officer

Date: 3" April 2025

Application Ref: NY/2025/0030/ENV

Proposal: Construction of a temporary wellsite for the appraisal of gas, including drilling

operation, proppant squeeze and flow testing operation and site restoration at
Land East of the Mill Yard, Burniston Mill, Coastal Road, Burniston

Ecology No ecological objection, however further BNG detail needed, and conditions
Recommendation: recommended.

Documents reviewed: | Preliminary Ecological Appraisal — RSK ADAS, Feb 2025
Lighting Impact Assessment - WSP, Jan 2025

BNG Assessment Report — RSK ADAS, Jan 2025

BNG metric — RSK ADAS, Jan 2025

Background/Context:

The ecology topic area was scoped out of the Environmental Statement, as such there is no main
chapter or appendices on these topics within the ES volumes. However, to meet policy and legislative
purposes the applicant has submitted a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) and Biodiversity Net
Gain (BNG) documents.

Ideally the PEA should have been updated to form an Ecological Impact Assessment (EclA) or at least
into a revised PEA following the final design and landscape scheme, some of the recommendations
within the PEA are based on assumptions about the final scheme and site restoration.

To inform the PEA a desk survey and field survey were undertaken in June 2024. The dominant
habitats on site are modified grassland with some other neutral grassland plus hedgerows, a line of
trees and woodland boundary. To the south of the site is a ground mounted solar PV site.

There are 5 statutory designated sites within 5km — due to the type of development, scale and
distance of separation the PEA concludes that there would be no negative impacts upon these sites. It
is noted in the consultation response from Natural England that they raise no objection in relation to
impacts upon these sites.

The main works will take place within the area of modified grassland with all boundary habitats
protected during works. | would recommend that planning conditions are used to secure the
submission of a detailed Construction Ecological Management Plan (CEcMP) and adherence to the
sensitive lighting strategy to ensure protection of habitat during site set up and construction. A similar
plan will be needed to ensure protection of ecological features during site decommissioning and
restoration.
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In relation to species, the site supports common nesting birds and foraging/commuting bats within
boundary hedges, trees and woodland, these habitats will be retained and protected during works
through measures to be set out within the CEcMP. Similar measures would provide protection to
foraging and commuting bats using the boundary habitats, except for the potential for the drilling
phase of the operation to use 24hr lighting. It is noted that a Lighting Impact Assessment (WSP, Jan
2025) has been undertaken which assessed the impact of the proposed lighting scheme upon
sensitive wildlife receptors. It concludes that:

“there is minimal spill of light to the immediate surrounding area, despite the required high levels of
illumination for safe working. It should be noted that the levels being emitted beyond the boundaries
are controlled due to the angle of fittings and the shielding of light offered by the structures that make
up the site. Crucially levels of illumination being emitted towards the scrubland/tree belt (ER1) are
between 0.20 and 0.75 lux which are deemed to be low and acceptable on a short-term basis.”

Given the temporary nature of the works and the measures in place to reduce light spill onto adjacent
habitats as far as is possible, | am satisfied that there would be no impact upon adjacent habitats and
species from the proposed lighting. This can be controlled through a planning condition to ensure
adherence with the lighting plan and recommendations contained within.

Biodiversity Net Gain — with regards to the baseline habitat map and metric calculations, the BNG
habitat plan for the baseline and post development do not include habitats within the whole red line
boundary. The access track to the development site has not been included. Even though this area
may be developed land/sealed surface or similar, the regulations require that all habitats within the red
line boundary form part of the baseline metric and habitat plan. A revised metric and habitat plan are
therefore requested that match the formal red line.

In addition, there is a need to ensure that the landscape restoration plans, and the BNG post
development plans align. At the present time there is a difference between the post development plan
in the BNG assessment report (Appendix 4) and the landscape restoration plan (ES Vol lll). The
Habitat Monitoring and Management Plan that will be required to support the discharge of the
Biodiversity Gain Plan deemed condition will need to set out the species mixes required, and the
management prescriptions required to meet the target habitats.

It is not expected that these minor revisions will impact the outcome of the BNG assessment. The
BNG assessment confirms that there are no hedgerows or watercourses onsite. The BNG report and
the metric, confirm that the development as proposed is capable of achieving 11.05 % net gain.
However as noted above and in the BNG report this relies on a management and monitoring plan
detailing how the recommended habitat reinstatement and enhancement measures will be
implemented, and to detail long-term management requirements to secure the targeted net gains.

Please note — the ecology team at NYC do not have expertise related to hydrological and/or
hydrogeological impacts from these types of development. We would need to defer to the Environment
Agency and/or Natural England on these matters.

Conditions:

In addition to the statutory BNG requirements (which requires inclusion of the statutory deemed
condition informative wording) and in order to secure ecological avoidance, mitigation and
enhancement as set out above, it is recommended that if approved, planning conditions are used to
secure the following:

e Submission of a Construction Ecological Management Plan (CEcMP)
Adherence to the sensitive lighting scheme assessed through the Lighting Impact Assessment
(WSP, 2025).

e Submission of Decommissioning Ecological Management Plan (DEcMP)

e Biodiversity Net Gain implementation




e Submission of a Habitat Monitoring and Management Plan (HMMP)

Guidance on the wording of the deemed condition and BNG implementation are set out within the
templates provided to local authorities by the Planning Advisory Service (PAS):

PAS Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) Legal Agreement and Planning Condition Templates | Local
Government Association



https://www.local.gov.uk/pas/environment/biodiversity-net-gain-bng-local-planning-authorities/pas-biodiversity-net-gain-bng
https://www.local.gov.uk/pas/environment/biodiversity-net-gain-bng-local-planning-authorities/pas-biodiversity-net-gain-bng

