From:

Planning Control
Subject: Urgent Objection to Planning Ref: NY/2025/0030/ENV — Burniston "Proppant Squeeze" Proposal
Date: 12 March 2025 10:14:36

Dear Ms. Taylor,

I am writing to formally object to the proposed development referenced as
NY/2025/0030/ENV, submitted by Europa Oil & Gas, for the implementation of so-called
"proppant squeeze" operations in Burniston. While the company avoids using the term
"fracking," this technique is, in essence, a form of hydraulic fracturing and should be
treated as such under UK law.

The scale of this development—the largest of its kind in Britain—poses severe
environmental, social, and economic risks, which I urge the planning authority to
consider:

1. Environmental Destruction & Water Contamination

o The process involves injecting chemicals underground, carrying a high risk of
groundwater contamination, which could threaten drinking water supplies and
local ecosystems.

o Burniston and the surrounding East Coast are home to protected habitats and
diverse wildlife, which would be irreparably damaged by industrial-scale
operations.

2. Public Health Risks

o The release of methane and other air pollutants associated with such extraction
methods is well-documented and linked to respiratory diseases, cancer risks, and
other health conditions.

 Increased heavy vehicle traffic and industrial activity would lead to air and noise
pollution, significantly affecting the well-being of local residents.

3. Legal & Ethical Concerns — Exploiting a Loophole

e The UK Government has placed a moratorium on fracking, yet Europa Oil & Gas
is attempting to bypass this regulation by rebranding its activities as "proppant
squeeze." This is a clear exploitation of legal loopholes and undermines public
trust in the planning system.

o Allowing this application sets a dangerous precedent, opening the door for future
fracking under different names.

4. Economic & Tourism Impact

e The North Yorkshire coastline is a major tourism hub, contributing significantly
to the local economy. Industrial drilling sites will destroy the natural beauty of the
area and deter visitors.

e There is no long-term economic benefit to the local community—only short-term
profits for a global corporation at the expense of Burniston’s residents.

Given these serious concerns, I strongly urge North Yorkshire Council to reject this



application outright. Protecting our environment, public health, and community integrity
must take precedence over corporate interests.

Best regards,
Aysun Babacan
Address:
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