
 

 

OFFICIAL 

Dear Sir or Madam (To Whom It May Concern) 
 
I write regarding a recent planning application proposal by Egdon Resources on behalf of Europa 
Oil and Gas to undertake a proppant squeeze (frack) on land at a site in Burniston, a few hundred 
metres from the North Yorkshire Moors National Park and by the North Yorkshire and Cleveland 
Heritage Coast. 
 
As such, I wish to raise my concerns and strongest objections on the proposals put forward by 
Europa Oil and Gas for a plan to drill an exploratory well and carry out a small scale frack (for now) 
in an area of outstanding natural beauty close to the aforementioned park and coastline. The site is 
extremely close to housing too, a former refuse tip with methane gas and a conservation area with 
the villages of Burniston and Scalby. 
 
The company stated at an open day last year using a narrative of words to make everyone feel 
there is nothing to worry about, yet they offer little factual evidence or detail to back this up. They 
state several times the phrase “not expected to” without strong supporting evidence. Not expected 
to does not offer fact or guarantee, nor does it explain what the effects would be if a something 
went wrong or how they would resolve potential issues, how and in what timescales and the effects 
of possible occurrences including hazards to health and the environment on local people, wildlife, 
the 24/7 effect and dangers through traffic, noise and physical damage to existing infrastructure 
and housing. They offered platitudes with no guarantees or factual evidence to support their 
claims. 
 
The site is a sensitive area as described given its environment and proximity to National park and 
Heritage Coastline. A wide variety of wildlife such as Owls, bats, birds, deer and other such land 
animals roam the area, the coastline has many seals and fish and various sensitive aquatic life at 
the coastline and the cliff edges, local and visiting birds reliant on nesting on the cliff edges. A 
watercourse and a sea cut runs through or near the villages of Cloughton, Burniston and Scalby. 
 
The proposals will impact the life of the people and wildlife of the area to suggest otherwise is 
frankly for the birds. The Air quality will be impacted by dust, increased lethal diesel particulates 
from the increased HGV traffic and drilling. Noise and light pollution will impact 24/7 during the 
lifetime of the proposed proppant squeeze (frack), which after all may lead to further planning 
applications and proposals and more significant harm were the company to discover fossil fuels 
they would hope to extract albeit at a time when the country and its government claims a policy of 
working toward net zero. This type of scheme flies in the face of reason in such climate critical 
times. At their open day they stated that if this goes ahead, they would later apply to undertake the 
same operation but under the existing villages of Burniston and Cloughton. This is where their 
prize awaits, under the very homes of residents causing a real risk to peoples health and housing 
and their mental well-being. The worry has brought on an unbelievable personal stress causing me 
distress and manifesting in a condition medically identified as Alopecia Areata as a result. 
 
The increased HGV movement will not only add to lowering the air quality on their routes, they will 
increase the risk of proven respiratory damage to people and wildlife. The lorries will be carrying all 
sorts of toxic waste increasing risks to the general public and wildlife and infrastructure harm. 
Burniston has a former refuse tip and the risk of methane gas release in the area has to be 
assessed and taken account of. There are all sorts of as yet unknown and unaccounted for 
potential risks that must be assessed with due diligence. I should also add the site entrance as 
such would mean large HGV’s entering the site would need to cross to the opposite side of the 
carriageway to swing in to the site safely. This would add much increased risk to other road users 
at the location, which is upon a bend in the road as is. The increased traffic poses a danger to 
pedestrians and drivers alike. The roads are in a poor state and will be worsened. 
 
Some properties in Burniston and Scalby date back several centuries and as such have little or no 
foundation such as can be found on Coastal Rd/Cross Lane Burniston and the Main St. Earth 
tremors have resulted elsewhere through fracking even small scale as currently proposed, damage 
to buildings have occurred elsewhere through such operations and the close proximity to the site 
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and area to be worked on can not be overlooked and poses a real risk. The company offer no 
assurances other than words and platitudes. Thousands of people will be affected through these 
proposals but the company offer no thought to local people. Page 2 
When similar sites have been vacated after works they are often left in a terrible state and not 
returned to their original natural state. Profit is key that is their driver, the risk to residents health & 
safety, their wishes for a quiet peaceful village life and effect and harm to local wildlife appears to 
be an acceptable by product in their drive for profits.  
 
The company infers local jobs creation when in truth the well paid specialised jobs will be brought 
in from outside the area as it is unlikely the local labour market will have the trained workforce for 
such a dangerous and specialised procedure. 
 
We have no idea how the water supply, underground wells etc that do exist will be affected nor the 
overground becks and water courses and wildlife reliant on them will be affected by the proposals 
before the council. In other areas, water supply has been contaminated through such work posing 
a significant risk to people and wildlife. 
 
I believe that the distance from the National Park is a consideration as In law I am led to believe 
there is a minimum distance for operations like fracking of this type to be undertaken something in 
the region of 3km. If this is true then the site is inappropriate for that reason too and should be 
assessed and permission refused. I do believe it also breaches NYC own policies for this type of 
work.  
 
The risk to the coastline and heritage pathways must be considered. As it is erosion caused by the 
wind, sea and climate change could be further impacted by nearby fracking affecting aquatic life 
and nesting birds not to mention risking properties becoming ever near the cliff edges. The risk to 
coastal pathways and erosion and damage is real and collapse occur naturally along the 
shorelines without added risk by such drilling. 
 
I urge you to refuse this application by or for Europa Oil and Gas proposals so that we can all 
protect our environment, wildlife, people, infrastructures and avoid risks to air, light and noise 
pollution too and the risk of methane gas release from the former refuse tip at Burniston as well as 
upstream and downstream gases discharge by the site itself. I also note a recent landmark 
decision by the country’s Supreme Court which ruled that onshore fossil fuel developments must 
consider the climate impacts of burning any produced oil, gas and coal known as downstream 
emissions. The emissions risk polluting the air quality and therefore risk to all humans and other  
living creatures from the toxic emissions produced and displaced in our air by this proposal. 
 
If North Yorkshire Council are serious about its route map to carbon negative, then this application 
must be opposed due to the impact on the environment and its taxpaying people and the 
abundance of wildlife it has a duty of care for.  
 
I am advised there is a geological fault line that runs under the village that could potentially cause 
real risk of tremors or worse and the potential impact of this operation could prove catastrophic for 
the community if triggered or disturbed. 
 
 
The proposed site sits extremely close to existing housing, A few of the older homes are known to 
have little in the way of foundations and I am aware this type of operation has caused earth 
tremors which can put buildings and residents at risk. I also understand the process also releases 
a significant amount of harmful chemicals into the atmosphere including methane, benzene and 
xylene for example. They are harmful to human health, cancer causing and negatively impact air 
quality as would the increased volume of trucks and road risks. 
 
The wells they sink cause fractures below and can leak and contaminate ground water streams 
and water supplies and may affect vulnerable wildlife and humans alike. The close proximity to 
housing would create unreasonable noise nuisance to residents. The valuable open spaces 
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children and adults enjoy in the area such as the old railway line and cliff top walks along our 
heritage coast, local fishing etc would be severely impacted in a negative way. 
 
 
 
 
If this unwanted intrusion in our locality were permitted to go ahead it would be risking the health 
and safety of humans and wildlife the hazards are numerous and do not merit the risk associated 
from the proposed drilling. It was stated the prize gas they want is under the villages of Burniston 
and Cloughton in the main and I feel this is a distraction to then once on site apply a more long 
term application that would blight the area for many years to come ruining the lives of residents, 
risking damage to health, buildings, community life and also the natural beauty of the area and 
harm wildlife in the process.  
 
Europa oil and gas will claim they will minimise risk ensure best practice etc, but in truth they can’t 
and wont guarantee the long term health, safety of a single resident or individual passing through 
the location. They can’t control the wind and so can’t control the direction of noise and harmful 
gases released. We owe it to our families, neighbours, friends, pets and all wildlife as custodians of 
our area to protect it and oppose this application most strongly. 
 
 I hope we can rely on officers, councillors and politicians of all parties to do the right thing for 
constituents and visitors and reject this application in its tracks. It flies in the face of government 
policy on climate change, the switch to cleaner greener energy sources and the need to stop 
harming our planet and adding to global warming by creating yet more fossil fuels we know cause 
global warming. 
 
Finally, given the nature, risks associated by the proposals put forward, lots of locals appeared 
unaware and I feel the timescale to receive comments should be extended given the potential 
severity of impact on the population rather than it be allowed to quietly proceed under the radar as 
it seems to have thus far. 
 
Please do all you can to represent the best interest of your constituents and visitors alike rather 
than the interests of what is after all a large for profit American company seeking to cause damage 
to our local people, wildlife and area of outstanding natural beauty so close to a National Park and 
Heritage Coastline not to mention all our health and well-being. 
 
I thank you for reading my genuine objection and trust you will put this forward to all NYC officials 
involved who are tasked with considering this planning application. 
 
Kind Regards 
Lee Colclough 
 
Avon Lea, Cross Lane 
Burniston 
Scarborough 
North Yorkshire 
YO13 0HU 
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