I wish to register my objection to the planning application ref NY/2025/0030/ENV
submitted by Europa Oil and Gas in respect of an exploratory Proppant Squeeze site in
Burniston. I have serious concerns about the environmental impact of this development
on both the immediate and wider area. I believe the operation of such a process
(“fracking”) has the potential to contaminate both ground water and surface water run
off leading to the pollution of watercourses through and subsequently beyond the site
boundary. Burniston Beck would be at great risk, the water from this beck enters
important bird and wildlife rich areas downstream (eg Johnson’s Marsh) which hold
species of conservation concern locally. I accept that an EIA has been carried out by the
applicant but would question the extent of this assessment, for example did it include
the flora and fauna of the area or just visual impact? The timing of the EIA also concerns
me as it could be possible to carry out such an assessment at a time when it wouldn’t
fully reflect the ecological value of the site.

Light pollution has a significant effect on nocturnal movements of birds and insects and
there is proven scientific evidence that this disorientating affect can be detrimental to
some species. The location of the proposed site is known to lie in an important east
coast bird migration corridor and there will inevitably be a risk to migrating birds in
certain weather conditions.

Outside of the process itself I also have concerns over the environmental impact of the
works traffic associated with this project especially the large number of (highly polluting)
HGV vehicles which I believe will now involve approaching 1500 journeys as the period of
operation has been extended.

Whilst my comments focus primarily on the environmental impact of this plan I also have
concerns on the affect this proposal will have on local residents, I note the drilling rig
height has now been increased to 38 metres, this will seriously impact visually. There will
also be the inevitable and considerable noise and light disturbance associated with the
operation and servicing of this site.

I would be grateful if you would register my objection and take on board my concerns
and those of others. Whilst appreciating the need for “greener” energy I do not believe
this particular project will, on balance, achieve this.
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