Sent: 14 March 2025 14:20
To: Planning Control
Subject: planning application NY/2025/0030/ENV.

Dear Planning Officer,

| am writing to formally object to the planning application for the construction of a temporary wellsite
for gas appraisal at Burniston Mill.

| am also emailing to formally, on the record highlight a technical failure on your planning portal
which currently does not allow objections to be submitted to via it for the planning application
NY/2025/0030/ENV. The issue is with the ReCaptcha element when attempting to submit a response,
it fails to progress and complete the submission.

This was raised over a week ago via X (formally Twitter) without a response. As this error is not with
the user but yourselves, once again | would kindly request this is rectified immediately and the time
limit for submission be restarted given the lost opportunity for a democratic process.

It’s of great concern that this has been flagged multiple times so far yet no action has been taken to
correct the error. The planning application procedures have not been correctly followed, as the
public notification aspect of the process has not been adhered to.

I’ve outlined below the reason for my objection to the planning application.

1. Scarborough Is a Tourist Town, Not an Industrial Site

Visitors come here for the coastline, open countryside, and peaceful surroundings-not to see drill
sites and industrial traffic. The introduction of a gas well, no matter how "temporary," undermines the

very foundation of our local economy. Increased heavy vehicle movement, noise, and environmental
risk will deter tourists and harm local businesses.

2. Proximity to the North York Moors National Park

This site is dangerously close to one of the UK’s most treasured landscapes. Any development that
risks pollution, habitat disruption, or industrialisation of the surrounding areas should be outright
rejected. Protecting the National Park’s setting is essential for conservation and tourism.

3. The Empty Promises of ‘Temporary’ Development

We have seen it before: assurances that a project will be well-managed, low impact, and time-
limited. But once industrial activity is permitted, there are often delays, extended operations, or
unforeseen consequences that leave communities dealing with long-term issues. Given the track

record of other projects, there is no reason to believe that this will be any different.

4. Environmental and Public Health Risks



Fracking and gas extraction pose serious environmental risks, including potential groundwater
contamination, air pollution, and even seismic activity. Approving this application is a step toward
further industrialisation, bringing dangers that will affect both residents and wildlife. There is the
potential for waterways to be negatively affected alongside the fragile ecosystems.

5. No Meaningful Benefit to the Community

This project does not create sustainable, long-term employment for local people. Instead, it
threatens industries that do-hospitality, outdoor recreation, and local services. The people of
Scarborough should not have to sacrifice their livelihoods, quality of life, health and natural
surroundings for a short-lived gas operation that benefits private interests far more than our
community.

6. A Flawed and Undemocratic Planning Process

For the past two weeks, the official planning portal has been broken, preventing residents from
accessing key documents and submitting objections. This directly undermines the democratic
process and raises serious concerns about transparency and public consultation. Residents have
been denied their right to participate in a fair and open review of this application, meaning that any
decisions made under these circumstances cannot be considered legitimate. Until the planning
portal is fully functional and accessible to all, this application should not proceed.

7. Climate change

This proposalis in direct opposition to the government’s own climate change pledge. Pilfering a
natural resource is just a quick ‘buck’ rather than pursuing energy from renewable sources. Climate
change is a very real threat particularly to our coastal towns who have suffered directly from weather
extremes, worsening erosion (Knipe point), and are facing the real threat of rising sea levels over the
coming generations. A village whose geological location mean they bear witness to these changes
more than most, are now being asked to turn a blind eye and usher in further harm to our climate, on
our very own doorstep.

Conclusion

This application must be rejected to protect our landscape, economy, and quality of life. We have
already seen how promises made by industrial applicants can fail to materialise. Additionally, the
failure of the council’s planning portal has compromised public participation, making it impossible

for the process to be truly democratic.

| urge you to reject this application in the best interests of our town and future generations.

Gabrielle Askew

11 Scalby Becky Road
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