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Dear Ms Taylor

I am writing with respect to Planning Application NY/2025/0030/ENV, relating to the
proposed proppant squeeze appraisal for gas extraction in Burniston, N. Yorks.

I live in Littlebeck, south of Whitby. I frequent Robin Hood's bay, Ravenscar and
Scarborough and often drive through Cloughton and Burniston, walk on the old cinder
track and the coastal path, enjoying the Heritage Coast, and I have some thoughts
about the Application in the context of North Yorkshire's Minerals and Waste Joint Plan.

First, I note that on 1 August 2024, North Yorkshire Council wrote to Egdon Resources
UK Limited, giving a Screening Opinion that the proposed development is ‘EIA
development’ and requires an Environmental Statement. I also note that the Ministry of
Housing, Communities & Local Government has since directed that the application is
not 'EIA development', and I understand that the Secretary of State herself made that
direction on the basis that the visual impact would be limited to 5 weeks.

I am glad to see that the Applicant has in fact provided an EIA. The Application and the
EIA are directed at the Appraisal of the Burniston wellsite as a future source of
hydrocarbons in the form of gas. While future production would take the form of
hydraulic fracturing, or 'fracking', the present Application for the Appraisal stage is to be
carried out using a more limited form of fracturing of the carboniferous sandstone, a
'Proppant Squeeze'. Again, this might be of limited impact.

However the Applicant's entire objective is to establish the presence of a viable,
commercial source of gas, whose lifetime and environmental risk must very greatly
exceed those envisaged by the Secretary of State, and would necessarily be achieved
by fracking in its fullest form. 

That will then impact severely on residents of Cloughton and Burniston, and will extend
to Scarborough and Whitby, the Heritage Coast and Coast Path, the National Park itself
and other areas. The site is only 300 metres from Burniston and very close to Cloughton
(as you know, old villages, not ‘Settlements’), 800 metres from the National Park
boundary, and is entirely within the margins of the Heritage Coast. I attach the relevant
map from Volume 3 of the EIA. Impacts recognised by the EIA include persistent HGV
transport, visual impairment, flared gas emissions, poor air quality and noise. More will
arise because the area of coverage of a single fracking well is relatively small, leading
to intense pressure to drill further wells to maintain viability, including horizontal drilling
(a standard practice in fracking) into the National Park itself. I note that the presence of
the Cloughton 1 well site might also pose a threat of the Burniston site's extension.

I hope that North Yorkshire Council will not find it appropriate to initiate an appraisal
that, if judged viable, will lead to much greater impacts, disruption and disadvantage to
residents of the North Yorkshire Coast, for the lifetime of any hydrocarbon resources.

Yours sincerely,                                                              
                                                                                                    



Dr Gordon K A Oswald




