
Proppant Squeeze  in Burniston - Planning Application NY/2025/0030/ENV 

 
Objections to the Proposal: 

• Proppant squeeze is ‘fracking’ (fracturing) by another name, which is 
currently subject to a moratorium in the UK 

• Proppant squeeze/fracking is an environmental hazard*; it can cause – 
1. Despoilation of the earth (including: poisoning the soil, affecting 

crops and all surface growing fauna; the effect of poisoned 
earth/fauna on grazing livestock; weakening of the structure of the 
ground (consider the proximity of already fragile coastal cliffs); 
possible seismic ‘accidents’ 

2. Pollution of the water table 
3. Emission of noxious gases into the local atmosphere 
4. Increased heavy traffic in the wider area (both around the drilling 

site and in places through which contractors’ vehicles must pass to 
access said area – roads in the Scarborough area [A64, to pick one 
example] are already over used and in need of ‘improvement’) 

5. Noise pollution (drilling – suggested as 24/7 – will produce a 
constant background murmur, which may be considered 
acceptable in small doses but not if that murmur is incessant) 

6. Light pollution (the application acknowledges the need to run ‘burn 
off’ of gas – having lived approximately one mile from the Orgreave 
By-products Plant for a number of years, I can confirm that a 
constant 24 hour waste gas flare can become intolerable.  This will, 
obviously, impact heavily on residents in Burniston, and most 
probably, in further areas such as Scalby, Newby, Cloughton and 
more.  Such a ‘burn off’ will also quite likely be visible from many 
places within the district – Scarborough’s North Bay, for instance – 
and as such will not be tourist friendly) 

• Burniston is part of the greater Scarborough area, which is heavily reliant 
on tourism for its economic survival.  The introduction of an eye-sore – 
which any gas well site is sure to be – is not going to be conducive to 
attracting visitors to what is currently an attractive coastal/countryside 
destination. 

• Whether or not the test drilling suggests that gas reserves of a 
commercially viable quantity could be drawn from the area around 
Burniston,  it is necessary to consider the overall desirability of exploiting 
such reserves.  The UK currently has ongoing off-shore gas reserves which 
fossil fuel extractors expect to last for thirty or more years.  There is a 



growing consensus – in the general public, if not the fossil fuel industry – 
that a future energy strategy based on non-pollutant, renewable and eco-
friendly sources is the way ahead.  The applicants’ looking to renewing 
environmentally destructive energy sources is out-of-date, retrogressive 
and unpopular … it might create a few short-term jobs but it will not win 
the future. 

*  Ample evidence is available from the USA and Canada, both of which have 
been ‘testing’ grounds for fracking for over twenty five years 
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