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Attention of Amy Taylor - Planning Control Department

 The following objections to this planning application are borne out in a set of
clear concerns :- 

We live in an area of outstanding natural beauty with the proposed site of
drilling etc being very close to a national park and the approval of this site and
its operations will devastate the landscape, its wildlife and the biodiversity in
the area. 

In order to reach the gas, Europa have to drill through the natural underground
water supply. If anything goes wrong with this, it could contaminate the local
water supply - it is worth noting many of the local community, including
myself - rely on local private water supplies (boreholes) - the risk of these
vital sources of water being contaminated is real and a massive concern. 

Europa plan to continue drilling for 20 years, the emissions from the burning
of the gas they plan to extract will further add to the climate crisis, wrecking
our planet for future generations. The gas will financially benefit Europa and
their shareholders, not residents as the product will be sold on the open
market. Look at how government policy changes within 5 year cycles ( they
could easily ban this type of extraction within a few years)  and also corporate
entities, who is to say Europa will not mothball this site in a short period of
time - but after they have destroyed and damaged our local environment
beyond repair. Just look at the Anglo American potash mine near Whitby as a
very local example - massive promises and limited delivery - a real scar on our
landscape and dark skies policies

The area that Europa plan to drill is actually above the Peak fault line and the
cliffs are fragile.  Europa plans to drill and fracture the rock for miles
underneath the whole area - claiming their "proppant squeeze" technique is
less dangerous than hydraulic fracking does not negate the fact that this
drilling involves fracturing the rock, which may cause earth tremors,
subsidence, or damage to the cliffs.

Fumes from machinery, heavy goods vehicles and the CO2, sulphur dioxide
and methane produced by the rig will pollute the atmosphere, ruining the air
quality in an area close to popular walking routes, local schools and houses.

Equally the noise pollution caused by its operations and also the additional
HGVs carrying toxic loads and travelling on small coastal roads will not only
damage the peaceful atmosphere of our local area it will also significantly
impact properties close to the proposed site. 

Our area depends on tourists who come for the peace, quiet and unspoilt
views. This proposal could adversely affect the area’s biggest economy and



the rig will be visible for miles away (unlike at Sanddown in the south which
Europa are using as their example to claim house prices won’t be affected). 

It will be the first thing that comes up on an environmental survey, making it
difficult for people to sell their homes

The site will be floodlit 24/7 which will ruin the natural darkness of the
coastal area and dark skies policy in our area. This could also drive away
nocturnal birds and animals like owls and bats

 The above objections clearly set out  in detail why you must dismiss/refuse
this planning application. This is about protecting one of North Yorkshire’s
most valuable and important assets - protecting it for future generations and
ensuring the continuing growth in wealth ( Tourism)  and wellbeing (wildlife
and local communities) for many more years.  

I look forward to hearing back from you.

Steve Totty

Stoupe Brow Farm
Browside
Ravenscar
YO13 0NJ




