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Dear Madam,

I think all the points I wish to raise are important so are in no particular order of importance.

• Noise. Burniston is situated in a hollow with hills surrounding it this acts as a natural 
amphitheatre for capturing and echoing sounds. For example at our home we are able to hear 
the whistle of the train of the miniature railway in Northstead Manor Gardens and the bands 
when they are playing at the Open Air Theatre. If this is so then surely we will be able to hear 
the constant noise of machinery and flaring on the drilling site.

• Highways. Huge concerns regarding the number of lorries, the size of the lorries and the 
contents of the lorries. The roads are not built to be able to cope with both the number and the 
size of them, they are quite narrow with a difficult bend and roundabout to negotiate, the roads 
are in quite bad shape with the amount of traffic as it is without extra HGV’s. The entrance onto 
the coast road is also a worry. I believe the lorries will be carrying waste which would be 
described as toxic which could also be a danger to the wider community as well as the people 
of the village, they could also smell from the contents they are carrying etc.. Can it be 
guaranteed that there won’t be any spills from them? During the summer months the traffic 
numbers go up with all the holiday traffic, not just for Scarborough but the surrounding areas as 
this is a major north south route for the whole of the coast.

• The flaring of gas. There are 2 points I wish to comment on here which are, the chemicals 
released and the odour. The chemicals which are to be used in the extraction of the gas are 
extremely toxic and a hazard to human and animal health and also to the health of the soils and 
vegetation. Some of these chemicals will be contained in the gas flare and will therefore be 
released into the atmosphere. Following on from this there is likely to be an odour released as 
well, no gas is completely oudourless, when the wind is blowing from the south east we will be 
able to smell it and benefit from it in the village. At the moment if the wind is blowing in that 
direction we get the smell from the sewage works which is bad enough but combine that with 
the smell from the flaring it will be a very unpleasant combination.

• Toxicity. I am extremely concerned about not just the chemicals involved but the fact that they 
could leak into the watercourse thereby contaminating Scalby Beck and any surrounding land. 
Nearby is the old tip site which was classed as contaminated land and covers quite a large
area. Has any research been done on what effect the fracking could have on this area? I’m sure 
there are still contaminates within this site.
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Re: Planning Ref. No. NY/2025/0030/ENV
Europa Oil and Gas application for appraisal drilling at Burniston Mill Site

I am writing in connection with the above Planning Application made by Europa Oil and Gas for 
the construction, drilling and testing of this site to extract gas through a propane squeeze 
process.
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Mrs I J Collier

We attended the meeting in Burniston Village Hall with Europa Oil and asked questions re the 
application. They were quite vague in their replies and not very helpful, we weren’t filled with 
much confidence after the meeting.

I think when considering this application you should probably think of the next stage for the 
company. Because of the costs involved they must be pretty sure that they are going to find what 
they are looking for and will therefore want to go onto the next stage which they have suggested 
would be at least another 5 rigs and obviously a lot more traffic to and from them and also the 
environmental impact it would have. I would think also this would involve them selling onto a 
much larger company who would want even more from the site. I think therefore you should 
consider these consequences as part and parcel of this application.

• The Countryside. This area is a rural area mainly agricultural with some low key industrial units, 
mostly out of site and mind. The coast is an area designated a Heritage Coast and a site of 
Special Scientific Interest, which in my mind are major designations for very good reasons. To 
walk along the cliff top path at any time of year is a wonderful experience looking out for wildlife 
and checking on the vegetation. At the moment we have been witness to both the sounds and 
sights of the returning skylarks to nest in all the fields along the cliff tops, along with many 
migratory birds. One wonders what sort of effect the drilling and flaring site will have on the 
wildlife due to disturbance through the actions of this company.

Thank you for looking at my comments and hope you can take them into consideration when 
making your decision.

• Tourism. As you are aware Scarborough and the surrounding area relies heavily on the tourism 
industry for its income and for jobs for the community, I am concerned that having a drilling rig 
and gas flaring could impact on whether people will still wish to come to the area for their 
holidays or visits. The campsites nearby could be badly affected especially if there are smells 
and noises.

• Benefits. I would suggest that there would be Zero benefits to the community, I see nothing in 
this application which would lead me to suggest otherwise. The only beneficiaries are the 
company owners.
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Yours Sincerely




