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I am writing to object to plans to drill for gas in Burniston. I am a Surrey resident living
near Leith Hill where Europa previously applied to drill for gas and from that campaign I
am well aware of the environmental impact that would be caused by drilling in
Burniston. There are risks caused by gases and chemicals released during the gas flaring
process, there would be continuous noise and light pollution impacting both human
communities and local eco systems. There are potential contamination risks to aquifers
and local water supply.

Here in Surrey between 2018 and 2019, we experienced over 100 small earthquakes,
monitoring by seismologists plotted the epicentres between Newdigate and Charlwood,
just 3km from the Horse Hill drill site and 8km from Brockham. A new study by
researchers at UCL London has suggested that these events may well have been
triggered by drilling at the Horse Hill site. Increased pressure at depth resulting from
fluid injection during oil production can trigger slip on pre-existing, already-stressed
faults and is well documented in the United
States. https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/geological-magazine/article/were-the-
newdigate-earthquakes-southern-england-of-20182019-triggered-by-oil-
extraction/22A5EF8F9934D79FBFED062112DA0611 i
In light of the delicate geology of this coastal region it is ludicrous to consider allowing drilling to go ahead in
Burniston.

It is also woth mentioning the huge financial impact that the ongoing planning and
appeals process has had on Surrey County Council, it really is in your own interests to
refuse permissions as early as possible in this process.

However, most importantly perhaps is the fact of climate breakdown, we urgently need
to transition away from fossil fuels to clean energy, we cannot grant any more new oil
and gas licences without jeopordising the future of this planet, burning gas equates to
more CO2 and more methane at a time when we simply can't afford to. The long term
environmental impact of this project would be truly devestating.

Yours Sincerely,

Katherine Knapp




