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20 March 2025

Amy Taylor - Case Officer

Re: Planning Ref. No: NY/2025/0030/ENV

Europa Oil and Gas application for appraisal drilling at Burniston Mill Site

Dear Amy,

I am writing in connection with the above Planning Application made by Europa Oil and
Gas for the construction, drilling and testing of this site to extract gas through a proppant
squeeze process.

Having considered this fully, I wish to strongly object for the following reasons:

They state that it is a temporary test drilling application but also state that if they find gas
they will apply for full planning and therefore not progress to stage 4 capping off the well. 
This would suggest they intend to keep the well site operational throughout the next
planning stage with flaring etc therefore, they should be applying for full planning from the
outset.

Traffic -  Burniston and Cloughton are in a very rural area, the roads would not be able to
cope with the volume and convoys of heavy vehicles mentioned in their application.  They
have suggested additional vehicles would be needed to supply and remove domestic
waste on site.  Europa provided a traffic risk assessment for the entrance to the proposed
site but not for the other local roads they intend to use, of which several are incident black
spots – Scalby Road, Falsgrave Junction, Cloughton Bank, Pond Hill & near the Flask on the
Whitby Road plus Staxton Hill to name a few.    Seamer Road already gets gridlocked with
traffic.  Scalby Road serves several schools and provides the only vehicle access to the
hospital (inc A&E), crematorium and schools.  There should be a wider Traffic Risk
Assessment provided and also details of movement plans for the heavy loads requiring
escort and potential temporary road closures.

There has been no impact statement provided on the potential effects on tourism and
businesses.  This area relies predominantly on tourism which will be severely impacted by
this egregious development. Nobody wants to go on holiday in a gas field, so the
hospitality sector around Burniston and Newby will be badly damaged. Noise pollution,
light pollution and traffic impact will all contribute to the destruction of the tourist industry
in the area.   There are caravan sites within the immediate vicinity and several small
businesses. There is the viability of their businesses to consider with potential job losses. 
The Cleveland Way and the Cinder Track pass closely by the proposed development, both



are heavily used by tourists and locals plus of course, the wildlife. 

There will be no benefits for local people or indeed the UK. Europa told me at their drop in
session that they will bring specialist staff with them from outside the area and they also
plan to dig up part of the Cinder Track to install the gas connection pipe to the main gas
supply in the future.  It is quite patronising for them to state in the application they will
bring income to the local area by eating at local restaurants and employing a cleaner and
an electrician – WOW – it won’t even cover the loss of jobs impacted by their proposed
development. Gas extracted will only benefit Europa (not even a UK company) as it will be
sold on the international market at market prices and that includes selling to the UK.

I object very strongly to it and am concerned over the risks of earthquakes affecting
properties and the cliffs.  At the Europa drop in session, I was told that they had no
evidence of any seismic activity using the proppant squeeze and sandstone yet, when
asked if they had undertaken any research, the answer was NO.  So although they state
they are unaware of any ground stability issues, they have not researched.  Lots of
misinformation been given out by Europa.

Gillian Hill

46 Limestone Grove, Burniston, Scarborough YO13 0DH




