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To: Planning Control

Subject: Application: NY/2025/0030/ENV - Europa application
Date: 20 March 2025 23:23:20

Dear Ms Amy Taylor.

I am writing to strongly object to the proposal to grant Europa Gas and Oil a licence to use hydraulic fracturing
at Burniston. I have the utmost concern for the following reasons:

* Europa may well be calling this procedure a ‘proppant squeeze’ but it is in essence hydraulic fracturing,
which fractures the rocks. This is fracking and should not be allowed anywhere. There is a current moratorium
on fracking and the fact that Europa have found a loophole which allows them to submit this application is
completely unacceptable and should be closed.

* Should this application be successful the number of HGV vehicles using the already congested roads around
Burniston will multiply to completely unacceptable levels. The roads around Burniston are already very busy
and there will literally be hundreds of extra vehicles entering and exiting the proposed site, many carrying toxic
waste. This will have a very negative impact on the health and safety of people living in the area. In particular it
will have a very serious negative impact on the health of children in the area as numerous studies have shown
children to be particularly susceptible to pollution as they are far closer to lorry exhaust pipes. The children are
also on ‘walk to school routes’ and often unaccompanied. As such, the number of extra lorries will clearly
present an additional risk to them. This has been very recently highlighted by a topical article by Dr Rumina
Onac, a GP in York. In short, the number of additional HGV vehicles will have a disastrous effect on the local
area.

* Burniston is a predominantly rural area and is very dependent on tourism. It is a beautiful area which is very
close to Duchy of Lancaster land and part of the Heritage Coastline. It is also a designated site of special
scientific interest, very close to the local cinder track, recently renovated at great expense and the national
footpath which is the Cleveland Way. It is also very close to several caravan sites. The proposed development
will clearly have a very negative impact on tourism as nobody will want to book a holiday near a dirty, noisy
industrial site. This negative aspect will be compounded by the height of the proposed rig which will be an
ongoing eyesore. As such local people’s livelihoods and incomes will be adversely affected by the negative
impact on tourism. In addition they will be unable to enjoy the peace, quiet and beauty of their local area should
this application be approved. My quiet enjoyment of my local area will be very seriously affected.

* The proposed site has a known geological fault running near it - the Peak fault. The cliffs are unstable and
subject to rock falls. The nature of hydraulic fracturing is very likely to increase this already underlying
instability, with a threat to the local geology of the area, including possible earth tremors. Given this unstable
geology, these operations have the potential to pollute the local water supply and effectively devastate local
agriculture.

* Europa state that their operation will be a round the clock 24 hour a day operation. There will be increased
levels of environmental pollution, noise pollution and air pollution. In addition there will be light pollution as a
result of flare stacks, ruining my enjoyment of the current ‘dark sky area’. It will also ruin the dark sky effect
for the North Yorkshire coastline and the Aurora tourists visiting the area. In terms of the local community,
these unwanted operations will inevitably result in disturbance to sleep, increased anxiety and stress levels to
local residents and a probable decline in local mental health. It will also have a catastrophic impact on local
wildlife and agriculture.

* This application by Europa has been lodged at a crucial time in our history. Negative climate change as a
result of our CO2 emissions is now virtually irrefutable. We need to be reducing our CO2 emissions, not
increasing them which will inevitably be the impact of the proposals by Europa. Increased CO2 emissions will
be created by both the hydraulic fracturing process and the downstream emissions caused by burning the gases
extracted. For the sake of the planet, our children and our long term future, we need to be closing down fossil
fuel extraction, not commencing new operations.

* The Europa application will not result in lower fuel bills or greater fuel security as is suggested. Any fuel
produced will be sold on the open market and could be sent anywhere. It will also be traded at ‘the going rate’



and not be sold at a discount to the local community or indeed the UK. It will not result in long term,
meaningful employment for local people as Europa is likely to bring in their own people and the majority of
jobs will be temporary whilst the site is being developed. In essence the only people who will benefit from this
application will be the Europa overseas shareholders and owners. It will not benefit the local economy.

To conclude I am in total opposition to this current application for the above stated reasons. I believe the
overwhelming majority of people locally oppose this application, as well as our local Member of Parliament
and our local Mayor. At recent Parish Council meetings, the overwhelming view of local people in attendance
has been in opposition to this application and I feel that North Yorkshire Council must take account of the
democratic views of the local community. Local democracy is important and must not be ignored. For the sake
of our future and our children’s future this application must be rejected.

Yours Sincerely.

Tan Smith.

23, Burniston Gardens,
Burniston,
Scarborough,
YOI130HW.





