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OFFICIAL 

York Green Party objects to planning application NY/2025/0030/ENV for the following 
reasons: The application: 

1. does not fulfil the legal requirements 
2. is not sustainable, as required by the NPPF 
3. is not compatible with the Minerals and Waste Joint Plan 

1. Not meeting the legal requirements 

The Supreme Court ruled in R (on the application of Finch on behalf of the Weald Action 
Group) (Appellant) v Surrey County Council and others (UKSC/2022/0064)1 that: 

174. The council’s decision to grant planning permission for this 
project to extract petroleum was unlawful because (i) the EIA for the 
project failed to assess the effect on climate of the combustion of the 
oil to be produced, 

The purpose of the current application is to see if further gas can be extracted from the well 
through hydraulic fracking. If successful this would lead to the extraction and burning of fossil 
fuels. 

However, the application does not consider the impact of burning the fossil fuels once they 
are extracted as part of the application. To argue that this is just an exploratory phase must 
fail, because the only purpose of the exploratory phase is to see if further exploitation of the 
fossil fuel can occur. 

The granting of this planning application could provide an argument that the North Yorkshire 
Council accepts the environmental impact of the gas extraction and that by allowing the 
appraisal to take place there is an at least implicit view that a full application is acceptable. It 
is therefore important at this stage that a full environmental impact assessment is 
undertaken, which includes scope 3 emissions. 

Thus, the application needs to be viewed in the context of what the exploratory process 
would lead to if successful. 

On this basis, the application must be rejected. 

2. Not sustainable, as required by the NPPF 

The National Planning Policy Framework says, at paragraph 8c: 

c) an environmental objective – to protect and enhance our natural, 
built and historic environment; including making effective use of land, 
improving biodiversity, using natural resources prudently, 
minimising waste and pollution, and mitigating and adapting to 
climate change, including moving to a low carbon economy. (my 
emphasis) 

Fossil fuel exploitation, including preparatory work for fossil fuel exploration, clearly fails as it 
not mitigating climate change nor is it part of moving to a low carbon economy. As such, 
again this application fails to meet the requirements of the NPPF and must be rejected. 

 
1 https://supremecourt.uk/cases/uksc-2022-0064  
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3. Not compatible with the Minerals and Waste Joint Plan 

In 2022 North Yorkshire County Council, City of York Council and the North Yorkshire Moors 
National Park Authority adopted the Minerals an Waste Joint Plan. This determines what 
exploitation of minerals – including fossil fuels – is permitted. The relevant policies include 

M16: Key spatial principles for hydrocarbon development, which states: 

d) Additional criterion applying to surface hydrocarbon development: 

i) Where proposals for surface hydrocarbon development meet 
other locational criteria set out in this policy but fall within a 
National Park or an AONB or the associated 3.5km visual 
sensitivity zone around these areas… Permission will not be 
granted for such proposals where they would result in 
unacceptable harm to the special qualities of the designated 
area/s or are incompatible with their statutory purposes in 
accordance with Policy D04. 

And Policy M17: Other spatial and locational criteria applying to hydrocarbon development 
which states: 

4) Specific local amenity considerations relevant to hydrocarbon 
development 

i) Hydrocarbon development will be permitted in locations where it 
would not give rise to unacceptable impact on local communities or 
public health. Adequate separation distances should be maintained 
between hydrocarbon development and residential buildings and 
other sensitive receptors in order to protect against unacceptable 
adverse individual and cumulative impacts on amenity and public 
health, in line with the requirements of Policy D02. Proposals for 
surface hydrocarbon development, particularly those involving 
hydraulic fracturing, within 500m of residential buildings and other 
sensitive receptors, will only be permitted in following the particularly 
careful scrutiny of supporting information which robustly 
demonstrates how in site specific circumstances an unacceptable 
degree of adverse impact can be avoided. 

The proposed site lies just over 1 km outside the North Yorkshire Moors National Park 
boundary, and certainly less than the 3.5km visual sensitivity zone required by the policy. 

The nearest buildings are considerably less than the 500m specified in M17. 

For these reasons the application must be rejected. 


