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Dear Council Members, 

I am wriƟng to express my strong opposiƟon to Europa's proposed fracking operaƟons in Burniston. I believe this 
project poses serious and irreversible threats to the community, environment, and local economy. I urge you to 
reject this applicaƟon for the following compelling reasons: 

- Environmental impact

The proposed site is situated in an area of outstanding natural beauty adjacent to a naƟonal park. Europa's plans 
include a 100-foot drilling rig that would dramaƟcally scar the heritage coastline's prisƟne views. This industrial 
intrusion would destroy the natural landscape that defines the region. 
The wildlife and biodiversity that thrive in the area would face significant harm. Seismic tesƟng vibraƟons, polluƟon 
from gas flares, and constant machinery operaƟon would disturb local fauna and disrupt delicate ecosystems that 
have flourished here for generaƟons. 

Of parƟcular concern is the proposal's proximity to the Peak fault line and the fragile cliffs. Despite Europa's claims 
that their "proppant squeeze" technique is safer than hydraulic fracking, it sƟll involves fracturing rock formaƟons 
underground. This poses risks of earth tremors, subsidence, and potenƟal damage to the already vulnerable coastal 
cliffs. 

- Air and environmental quality

The operaƟon would generate substanƟal polluƟon from mulƟple sources: machinery emissions, heavy goods 
vehicles, and the release of CO2, sulphur dioxide, and methane. This would severely degrade air quality in an area 
that encompasses popular walking routes, local schools, and residenƟal neighbourhoods. 

The peaceful atmosphere the community cherishes would be shaƩered by constant drilling noise, while the 24/7 
floodlighƟng would eliminate the natural darkness of the coastal area—potenƟally driving away nocturnal wildlife 
such as owls and bats. 

- Infrastructure and safety concerns

The proposal would bring over 1,000 heavy goods vehicles to the small country roads, creaƟng hazardous condiƟons, 
noise polluƟon, and the transportaƟon of toxic chemicals through communiƟes. 

More alarmingly, Europa's drilling would penetrate through natural underground water supplies. Any failure in this 
process risks contaminaƟng the drinking water—a risk no community should be asked to bear. 

- Economic impact

Contrary to claims of economic benefit, this project threatens to undermine the local economy. Property values 
would inevitably decline as the highly visible drilling rig would appear on environmental surveys, making home sales 
difficult. 

Tourism - the area's economic backbone - would suffer as visitors who come for peace, quiet, and unspoiled views 
would seek alternaƟve desƟnaƟons. The damage to the  tourism industry would far outweigh any temporary jobs 
created by the fracking operaƟon. 
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Furthermore, Europa has confirmed they intend to sell extracted gas on the open market. This means no reducƟon in 
local or UK gas bills—the financial benefits would flow exclusively to Europa and its shareholders, not to local 
residents. 

- Climate consideraƟons

Finally, with Europa planning to conƟnue operaƟons for 20 years, this project directly contradicts our naƟonal and 
global climate commitments. The emissions from burning the extracted gas would further contribute to the climate 
crisis, compromising the future of subsequent generaƟons. 

The short-term profits for a private corporaƟon cannot jusƟfy the long-term, potenƟally irreversible damage to our 
environment, community health, and local economy. I strongly urge the Council to reject Europa's applicaƟon and 
instead support sustainable development that preserves the natural heritage and benefits local residents. 

Thank you for your consideraƟon of this criƟcal maƩer. 

Sincerely, 

Emma Harrison Beesley 

Willow CoƩage 
Brantridge Lane 
Balcombe 
West Sussex 
RH17 6JT 


