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23 March 2025 16:32
Planning Control
Objection to Planning Application for Drilling for Gas in Burniston 
NY/2025/0030/ENV

Dear Amy Taylor 

With regard to planning applicaƟon number NY/2025/0030/ENV 

I should like to raise my concerns as a local resident living in the village of Cloughton for over 25 years, and object in 
the strongest terms to the proposed plans to drill for gas in our locality. 

We already have a busy main road running through the villages and the proposal will significantly increase the 
amount of traffic, especially large heavy vehicles passing along the narrow single carriageway, which I feel will 
detrimentally affect road safety. These heavy vehicles will also damage the road surface, leading to potholes and 
damage to our vehicles. 

We have a beauƟful locaƟon which aƩracts many tourists throughout the year. This project will have a negaƟve 
impact on wildlife and the countryside and the coastline, which is likely to drive away tourists and visitors. The sight 
of drilling rigs will ruin the natural beauty that aƩracts so many locals and visitors to walk along the paths that 
traverse this coastline. I understand that drilling can cause earth tremors and with our fragile coastline, may lead to 
further coastal erosion and loss of valuable farmland. Once lost, our naƟonal heritage can never be regained. 

I am fearful of the impact that this venture will have on climate change and how more burning of gas will lead to 
greater levels of carbon dioxide and will exacerbate climate change. We should be moving towards more renewable 
energy schemes rather than ruining our countryside in a search for fossil fuels! 

The polluƟon that will be caused by this major industrial project concerns me greatly and I worry about the affect 
this will have on the water supply and wildlife. Gas flaring causes toxic fumes and unpleasant smells, and the noise 
caused by the drilling and the movement of large numbers of large transport vehicles will have a negaƟve impact on 
our health locally.  

From what I understand, the gas produced from a project here will have liƩle or no impact on the price we pay for 
our energy as it will be sold internaƟonally. So we will be experiencing all the negaƟve impacts for no benefit. Local 
renewable energy schemes would be much beƩer! 

Please put a stop to this plan that will destroy our beauƟful countryside, drive away tourists, damage wildlife, pollute 
our air and water, make our roads more dangerous, erode our coastline and worsen climate change.  

Renewable energy schemes are the way forward not fossil fuels! 

Please let me know if you require any further informaƟon from me, and I hope you will be sympatheƟc to the voices 
of the local community that will be impacted by this awful scheme. 

Regards 

Dr John Mensah 
Consultant AnaestheƟst 
York and Scarborough Teaching Hospitals NHSFT 

Sunset, Mill Lane, 
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Cloughton 
Scarborough 
North Yorkshire 
YO13 0AB 
 
Sent from my iPad 


