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Dear Councillors

I am writing to request that the planning application (NY/2025/0030/ENV) for the
construction of a temporary wellsite for the appraisal of gas in Burniston, North
Yorkshire be deferred. 

As councillors are aware, the Government are currently undertaking a consultation
about 'Proposed reforms to the National Planning Policy Framework and
other changes to the planning system' (December 2025). This consultation will
directly affect any applications for the extraction of coal, oil and gas including the
proposal to remove the statement relating to the 'benefits of mineral extraction.' 
It would therefore be prudent for North Yorkshire Councillors to defer the decision
until the current policy changes are in place and then determine the application.
Ed Miliband, the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero announced
at the Labour Conference last year his determination to ban all forms of fracking
and reiterated the Government's commitment to net zero and supporting policies
that will reduce Climate Change.

I also request that all members of the planning committee undertake a site visit in
order to fully appraise the salient information about the proposed locality and
undertake a robust assessment of the numerous risk factors of siting a drilling
well so close to residents who live within 500 metres of the site.  In addition to the
hundreds of residents who live within a kilometre radius of the site, a site visit will
also enable councillors to appreciate the unique and diverse habitat of the
Heritage Coast and see how this would be negatively impacted by the siting of
the drill well so close.  And finally, a site visit will enable councillors to walk from
the proposed site to see the fragile nature of the geology of the North Yorkshire
cliffs within hundreds of metres of the drill site. Councillors will be aware of how
many of the objections received referred to concerns about the underlying geology
and complex fault systems in the Jurassic rocks and the impact that drilling for gas
could have. 

And finally, when a date is agreed for the planning meeting to determine the application by
Europa Oil and Gas. I urge planners to hold the meeting in Scarborough.  This will enable
local residents the opportunity to observe first hand the democratic process of how such a
major planning decision is arrived at by our elected representatives and how their views
have been taken into account.  I am hoping that the incredible support received from the
local Parish Councils of Burniston, Cloughton and Scalby and Newby, alongside the
excellent work from our MP Alison Hume will help the councillors in arriving at a fair and
democratic decision for this area.

Thank you very much for taking the time to read my email.

kind regards

Jennifer I Hartley






