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To: Planning Control

Subject: Objection to Europa Oil and Gas application: NY/2025/0030/ENV

Amy Taylor - Case Officer
Planning Department
North Yorkshire Council
County Hall

Racecourse Lane
Northallerton

DL7 8AD

Re: Planning Ref. No: NY/2025/0030/ENV
Europa Oil and Gas application for appraisal drilling at Burniston Mill Site

Dear Amy,

I am writing in connection with the above Planning Application made by Europa Oil and Gas for the
construction, drilling and testing of this site to extract gas through a proppant squeeze process.

Having considered this fully, | wish to object for the following reasons:
1) Industrialising a residential and tourism area.

e The application places an unpleasant highly industrial operation in an area that will inevitably
want to see further housing development on the borders of local villages.

e | am sceptical of the need for on-shore development of this type at any location, it is especially
hard to believe that a deposit of this claimed size can only be accessed from a village
boundary, 400 metres from existing residences.

e Itis unlikely to provide local employment or revenue to justify its proximity to residences.

2) Ecological damage to the area.

e The siteis close to the coastal path, Cinder Track and open water.
o There is significant wildlife living and passing through the fields neighbouring the site, they will
surely be disturbed by this development.

3) Environmental damage to the area.

e Risk of materials, byproducts and waste from the process impacting a residential, tourist and
agricultural area.

e The site sits atthe end of the 'Ravenscar Fault' in the underlying sandstone, how is it certain
that high pressure gas extraction in unfamiliar rock formations will not have unexpected side
effects?

4) Sound pollution.



We know loud music from the Open Air Theatre, Rugby Club and even Dalby Forest can carry a
considerable distance, hence them being time restricted.

The proposers commented in 2024 to expect seismic and noise pollution of similar scale to
such music during construction which could be 24 hours a day.

5) Traffic and danger to pedestrians.

The pavements along the High Street are narrow in places and heavily used by children
attending school. The mini roundabout in the village has limited maneouvering space and
visibility for traffic, especially via the A165 coastal road exit. It is already a hazard for
pedestrians and traffic at times.

The A171 through Burniston and Cloughton varies in width, leading to significant build up of
slow moving or stationary traffic queues. Maneouvering large/heavy loads around the
roundabout will compound this.

Entering and exiting the site on the A165 will be difficult, there is no facility for stacking trucks
prior to delivery. The curves of the A165 at this point will also make it dangerous to navitage
around manouvering vehicles. Delivery vehicles themselves will have restricted visibility of
traffic on the A165 in both directions.

6) Visibility of tower and associated gas-flare.

The site and drilling rig will have lighting for operation and security, at 30m this will cause
significant light pollution locally for the duration of its existence.

The Burniston/Cloughton area sits on relatively high ground visible from many parts of
Scarborough,a tall tower with a gas-flare will sit in view of many residents.

As a coastal location there is often low level cloud and haze in the sky, this will be illuminated
by any strong lighting or gas-flare at night. These glows can be visible over large distances. This
effect is easily observed from existing street and floodlighting in the town and even out onto
the local moors.

This will go against local attempts to protect and enhance our dark skies. Something that our
neighbouring National Park is proud to advertise.

The structure is close to coastline often used by low flying search and rescue helicopters, it
becomes a potential navigation hazard in poor conditions.

7) Project scope.

Europa's ultimate objective is for expansion and 20 years exploitation in the area if the reserve
is viable.

More extensive infrastructure in more areas is ultimately required to store and transport any
output from all extraction sites.

If the initial exploration site is already unsuitable, any expansion may be equally or more
damaging to additional locations.

8) Project justification.

Increased exploitation of domestic carbon resources does not guarantee energy security or
reduced prices for the UK.

The company will be selling this on open markets to the highest bidder, and the UK is
decreasingits reliance upon fossil fuels. The initiative may offer no true benefits at all to the
UK.

9) Fracking is banned.



e | cannotdiscern significant difference between 'proppant squeeze' and the now banned
'fracking' process other than a stated reduction in injection pressure. This seems to be the

same methodology and geological effect as 'fracking'.
e Fracking was banned again in October 2022 with a "presumption against" until compelling

evidence proves itis safe.
e AYouGov poll suggests that the UK population opposes this process 2:1.

| hope that my concerns are fully taken into account by the Planning Committee during your review
process.

Yours sincerely,
Matthew Hough

18 Woods Grove, Burniston
25.March.2025



