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From: Yorkshire Landowners, 
Castle Howard, 
York, YO60 7DA.  
25th March 2025 

To: 
Planning Department,  
North Yorkshire Council, 
County Hall,  
Racecourse Lane,  
Northallerton, DL7 8AD. 

Subject: 
Planning application reference NY/2025/0030/ENV 

We, Yorkshire Landowners object to the above Planning Application on the basis that 
the intention of this application is to extract gas via ‘proppant squeezing’ which is 
fracking by another name. It involves injecting fluid and proppant under lower pressure 
to fracture rocks, thus releasing the gas.  All the climate related impacts are the same 
as fracking! If this application goes ahead, the outcomes will be the same and history 
will be repeating itself. 
In 2017, amidst huge controversy, NYCC granted Planning Consent to Third Energy Gas 
UK to commence Fracking on its site near Kirkby Misperton. 

1. The basis for consent was chiefly that National Planning Policy trumped local
planning policy.  This resulted in significant expenditure by North Yorkshire Police
Authority to counter the protesters who wished to prevent commencement of
operation.

2. In addition to Planning Permission many additional consents were required – one of
which was a test of Financial Resilience to show that the Operator had sucicient
capacity to deal with residual liability and site restoration. The Company failed this test,
was denied permission to begin Fracking and was forced to remove all the equipment
that the Police had facilitated to be brought on site. No Fracking ever took place and the
site has been re-purposed for the development of geo thermal energy.

3. If a fracking company goes bust the landowner is left with the substantial costs of
decommissioning and cleaning up the site.  This was confirmed by the National Audit
Ocice in 2019. Plugged wells will remain in the ground in perpetuity and if they leak or
become damaged at any time in the future, or if the company no longer exists, or cannot
be traced or has insucicient funding, the landowner is legally responsible for clean-up
costs. Many companies are structured to limit their exposure to such liability and many
cease to operate after several years. Where there has been considerable onshore oil
and gas drilling in North America this has become a significant problem.

4. This synopsis shows that NYC needs to take a multi-disciplinary approach to
considering the current application at Burniston for a “Proppant Squeeze”. This time,
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National Planning Policy is significantly dicerent from that in 2017 and is geared 
towards reducing the extraction of hydrocarbons. NYCC itself is also committed to 
reducing dependency on fossil fuels. 
 
5. Over the Pennines, at the same time as NYCC was granting consent to Frack, 
Lancashire County Council was taking the opposite approach to a similar application by 
Cuadrilla at Preston New Road to commence Fracking. On this occasion, the Council 
used its democratic right to Refuse consent. The subsequent Appeal was dealt with by a 
favourable response from the Secretary of State. 
 
6. When operations began, there was evidence of unexpected seismic activity which 
continued to increase to the point where Fracking was ordered to be stopped and a 
Moratorium imposed on the whole of England. The moratorium is still in place. Last 
week the well drilled at Preston New Road was filled with concrete. Site restoration 
continues. 
 
7. Again, this synopsis shows that a multi-disciplinary approach is needed when 
considering planning applications to extract hydrocarbons from Unconventional strata. 
 
8. We urge NYC to use its democratic right to Refuse consent and allow for the 
Secretary of State to determine the application.  We are aware that consent is sought 
for a trial well to determine if the basin can deliver gas at commercial volumes and that 
operations are intended to last for approximately nine months. The inconvenience, 
noise and light pollution will be considerable for residents and is unnecessary given that 
current National Planning Policy will refuse consent for a subsequent application 
should the trial prove worthy of exploitation. 
 
9. In short, NYC should refuse consent on the basis that further extraction of gas from 
Unconventional strata is not in the interest of the local community or the Country and is 
contrary to the target of reducing global emissions of Carbon Dioxide. 

 
 
 
Kenelm Storey      Nick Howard 
 
 
On Behalf of Yorkshire Landowners 


