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Re. Planning Application by Europa Oil & Gas Ref No. NY/2025/0030/ENV

I find the proposed fracking facility (let’s call it out for what it really is) by Europa Oil and
Gas to be void of any merit, and feel very strongly that the above planning application
should be resoundingly REJECTED.

I have close family in Burniston, and I visit the area regularly. I got married in Burniston. I
have holidays in Burniston. Thousands of people have made their life in Burniston and
surrounding areas. By contrast, Europa Oil and Gas have no meaningful connection to
Burniston, nor do they have any vested interest in preserving the character, beauty or
sustainability of the area. As a corporate entity, Europa's primary motivation is profit, and
this project is yet another example of a company attempting to exploit local resources with
little to no regard for the people who live there. There has been no credible evidence
presented that this development will bring any financial or social advantages to the
community. On the contrary, the risks posed by fracking – both immediate and long-term –
are severe and deeply troubling.

Fracking (“proppant squeeze”) is a destructive and short-sighted practice, and the impact
of such an operation in Burniston would be grotesque. The village is nestled in a stunning
natural landscape, home to a stretch of world-class coastline that attracts visitors, supports
local businesses and defines locals’ identity. Allowing a fracking facility to blight this area
would be not only reckless but unforgivable. The industrialisation of the landscape will
bring (noise) pollution, traffic congestion and an increased risk of water contamination, all
of which would degrade the quality of life for residents and threaten the delicate ecological
balance of the area.

The planning application states, “…there will not be any notable adverse impacts from the
Proposed Development on the environment or local amenity”. This is a flat lie. BY
DEFINITION, it will have a negative impact on the environment and local amenity! How
can it not? Elsewhere, Will Holland has been quoted as saying “you won’t even notice it’s
there” – a vacuous remark if ever there was one, not to mention self-evidently untrue. How
many other lies are Europa peddling to manipulate a decision in their favour?

And what about the effects on house prices? Again, Will Holland has been quoted as
saying that house prices will not be negatively impacted. What an outrageously
disingenuous and empty ‘promise’. If Europa are so sure this is the case, why is there no
mention of compensating local residents and businesses who stand to lose money as a
result of their activities? How, in a fair and ethical society, can it be right for a corporation
to cause financial loss to thousands of people, without redress? And what about the
damage to locals’ mental health which Europa have already caused – which will only get
worse if works go ahead? And then the subsequent physical health impacts? I see nothing
in their proposals about funding healthcare services for people who are harmed by their
proposed intrusion in the area. If they truly cared about the local community, they would



factor this into their plans.

All in all, allowing this application to proceed would be a stunning and needless act of
self-sabotage on the part of NYC. You MUST stop this in its tracks before Europa Oil and
Gas cause long-term and irreversible damage to the area. By definition, they don’t care
about Burniston and North Yorkshire. Please, don’t let them insult your intelligence and
manipulate you into granting permission. The proposed project has literally NOTHING
going for it.

Nathaniel Elcock
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