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Planning Control
Planning Application NY/2025/0030/ENV - OBJECTION

For the attention of: 
Amy Taylor 
Case Officer, 
NY Council County Hall 
DL7 8AD 

Re. Planning Application by Europa Oil & Gas Ref No. NY/2025/0030/ENV 

I am writing to express my strong objection to the proposed gas drilling site in Burniston, and I urge 
you to stop this development from happening. The potential environmental, social, and economic 
impacts on the local countryside, wildlife, residents, tourism industry, farmland, and infrastructure 
cannot be overstated. 

I grew up in this immediate area and frequently visit for holidays with my young family. It is one of the 
most beautiful and tranquil parts of our countryside (Heritage Coastline, only 1km from the National 
Park) and is also home to a diverse range of wildlife, many of which depend on the integrity of this 
natural environment (indeed, it is a Site of Special Scientific Interest). The disruption caused by 
drilling operations would threaten local ecosystems and biodiversity, jeopardising habitats for 
various species of birds, mammals, and insects that have been sustained here for generations. 

The tourism industry in the local area would undoubtedly be harmed significantly. Burniston village 
and surrounding areas attract visitors due to their unspoiled beauty, hiking opportunities (Cleveland 
Way, cinder track), and tranquil atmosphere. A gas drilling site would be a blight on the landscape, 
making it less attractive to tourists who come for the very reasons that would be undermined by this 
development. Local businesses that depend on tourism for their livelihood would undoubtedly see a 
decline in trade, leading to economic hardship for those who have chosen to make this area their 
home. 

Furthermore, local residents are deeply concerned about the potential long-term effects on their 
health and wellbeing. A significant concern is the pollution that would inevitably result from such an 
operation. Gas drilling is known to introduce a range of harmful pollutants into the environment, 
including toxic chemicals, methane, and particulate matter. These pollutants could contaminate 
nearby water sources, affecting both local drinking supplies and the broader ecosystem. 
Additionally, the potential for air pollution from the release of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) and 
methane gas poses a serious threat to both human health and the surrounding flora and fauna. The 
proposed drilling site is also directly above a major fault system underground (Peak Fault), which 
increases the likelihood of underground tremors. There is also the risk of soil contamination and the 
spread of pollutants through runoff, further exacerbating the environmental damage.  

The noise, air pollution, and potential contamination of local water supplies associated with gas 
drilling operations would have a detrimental impact on the quality of life for everyone living in the 
area. Many of them have chosen to live here specifically for the clean air, peaceful surroundings, and 
close connection to nature, all of which would be severely compromised by such an industrial 
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operation. My own parents, who currently live in the village, would be forced to leave their home due 
to the unbelievably close proximity of the proposed site, if it were to go ahead, as their quality of life 
would be utterly devastated. 

In addition, the proposed drilling site would lead to a significant increase in Heavy Goods Vehicle 
(HGV) traffic, which would be detrimental to local infrastructure and residents' quality of life. The 
increased volume of HGVs transporting equipment, materials, and waste would result in heavier 
traffic on already narrow and rural roads. The additional noise, vibration, and pollution from these 
vehicles would disrupt the peace of the area and create safety hazards for both local residents and 
road users. The roads in this area were not designed to accommodate such high levels of heavy 
traffic, and this would lead to increased wear and tear, higher maintenance costs, and potential 
damage to local infrastructure. Furthermore, the increased traffic could disrupt local businesses and 
daily activities, making it more difficult for residents to go about their lives. 

Finally, I would like to stress that this proposal runs counter to the growing global focus on 
sustainability and the transition to renewable energy sources. Methane is a potent greenhouse gas, 
and its release into the atmosphere would contribute to climate change, undermining efforts to 
reduce carbon emissions and transition to cleaner, more sustainable energy sources. The continued 
reliance on fossil fuels only exacerbates the environmental crises we face today, and it is critical that 
we prioritise the preservation of natural spaces over short-term economic gains from non-renewable 
resources. 

I urge you to deny this planning application in light of the devastating consequences it could have on 
the local environment, community, and economy. We must explore alternative, more sustainable 
approaches to energy production that respect the needs of both people and nature. 

I hope that you will take the necessary steps to ensure that this is not approved, and that the future of 
Burniston remains as beautiful and vibrant as it has always been. 

Yours sincerely, 
Rebecca Elcock 
10 Lucas Grove South, 
Tockwith, 
York, 
YO26 7QA 


