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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

26 March 2025 04:09
Planning Control
App ref NY/2025/0030/ENV Charlotte Freeman 4 beck close Elvington YO414BG 

Dear sir/madam 

This is the first time I've ever objected, or got involved in any way about a planning application.   which 
makes it even harder to take anything on, beyond the enormous pressures of daily life. But I feel 
compelled to make my voice heard here.  

I had heard of fracking, but never understood what it was, and to be frank didn't really care for most of 
my life. However, that's no longer the case. Everyday, I learn more about the climate crisis and feel 
horrified by it. What's even more horrifying, is the lack of action being taken by our leaders. Fracking is 
not compatible with a liveable future for my children.  
Having realised this, and since taught myself about what fracking involves/why it is done, I am 
confident that there is a better way to secure our energy needs. There are no perfect methods to 
generate our energy, but many alternatives are far better for our own species and others that share 
our planet.  

If we want a liveable future, reducing our carbon footprint print is vital. It's also crucial we do this as 
quick as we can. I always think it sounds ridiculous that a couple of degrees of warning can be so 
catastrophic. A couple of degrees doesn't make any difference to me, i don't think. But the science is 
absolutely clear, as 'little' as 1.5 degrees is actually a HUGE PROBLEM. And yet, we are on track for 
even worse. There are so many ways to address this, but one of the top drivers of climate change is 
fossil fuel use. Yes we all rely on our energy, but it does not need to and should not need to come 
from fossil fuels.  

Allowing fracking to occur, even on this relatively small scale, goes completely against what we know 
is needed: a transition away from fossil fuel to renewables. To go ahead with this, in the face of the 
climate crisis we all face, would be morally empty. We know fossil fuels cannot be the way forward if 
we want to avert the climate crisis for ourselves, our children, grandchildren and the many other 
species who also share this planet, but do not have a voice. We MUST show leadership here and our 
values. We cannot allow profits from fossil fuel extraction to be valued higher than everything and 
everyone else. 

I recently went to the area of coast nearby. It's so beautiful. To spoil the view, sounds, nature and 
communities would be unnecessary (we know there are better ways to meet our energy needs) and 
heartbreaking.  

Many threats all detailed by a group I have heard about 'frack free coastal communities' are valid 
points and I would like the points below* that I have copied over, to be considered. 

I do hope a decision is reached with the interests of everyone not just a profit making company. 

Kind regards  
Charlotte Freeman  
4 beck close Elvington YO414BG 
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*Ruining the unspoilt views of the heritage coast  
This is an area of outstanding natural beauty next to a national park, Europa plan to build a 100ft 
drilling rig which would ruin the landscape 
 
Damage to wildlife & biodiversity 
The vibrations from seismic testing, the pollution from the gas flares and machinery could disturb 
and harm birds and animals 
 
Potential tremors and damage to the fragile cliffs 
The area is above the Peak fault line and the cliffs are fragile. Europa plan to drill and fracture the rock 
for miles underneath the whole area - they claim their "proppant squeeze" technique is less 
dangerous than hydraulic fracking but it still involves fracturing the rock, which might cause earth 
tremors, subsidence, or damage to the cliffs.  
 
Air pollution 
The fumes from machinery, heavy goods vehicles and the CO2, sulphur dioxide and methane 
produced by the rig will pollute the atmosphere, ruining the air quality in an area close to popular 
walking routes, local schools and houses. 
 
Noise pollution  
The peaceful atmosphere of nearby properties will be ruined by the banging and drilling coming from 
the drill site. 
 
Light pollution 
The site will be floodlit 24/7 which will ruin the natural darkness of the coastal area and could drive 
away nocturnal birds and animals like owls and bats. 
 
Increase in traffic from HGVs 
Over 1000 heavy goods vehicles will have to travel on small country roads, causing noise, pollution 
and carrying toxic chemicals 
 
Potential water supply contamination 
To reach the gas, Europa have to drill through the natural underground water supply. If anything goes 
wrong with this, it could contaminate the water supply 
 
Reduction in house prices 
The rig will be visible for miles away (unlike at Sanddown in the south which Europa are using as their 
example to claim house prices won’t be affected). It will be the first thing that comes up on an 
environmental survey, making it difficult for people to sell their homes 
 
Reduction in tourism 
The area depends on tourists who come for the peace, quiet and unspoilt views. This proposal could 
adversely affect the area’s biggest economy. 
 
No reduction in UK or local gas bills 
Europa plan to sell the gas on the open market - it won’t be available locally and won’t reduce gas 
bills. The gas will financially benefit Europa and their shareholders, not residents.  
 
Fossil fuels cause climate change 
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Europa plan to continue drilling for 20 years, the emissions from the burning of the gas they plan to 
extract will further add to the climate crisis, wrecking our planet for future generations  
 
Sent from Outlook for Android 


