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I am writing to formally object to the planning application submitted by Europa Oil and
Gas Limited for the construction of a wellsite and operation of a drilling rig for the
appraisal of subsurface hydrocarbons, well testing, and proppant squeeze (fracking) at
Land East of the Mill Yard, Burniston Mill, Coastal Road, Burniston. 

My objections are based on the following critical concerns:

1. Environmental Impact and Location Sensitivity:

The proposed site's proximity to the North York Moors National Park, a designated
heritage coastline, the King Charles Way and Cleveland Way national trails, nearby
tourist destinations, and a Dark Skies area presents unacceptable environmental
risks. Fracking operations are inherently industrial activities that pose a significant
threat to these sensitive environmental and recreational assets.
Fracking has been linked to potential water contamination. Studies have shown
evidence of methane migration into groundwater from fracking operations, posing
risks to drinking water sources. The discharge of wastewater from fracking
processes can also contain pollutants that may harm aquatic ecosystems.   
Air pollution is another significant concern. Fracking operations release air
pollutants, including volatile organic compounds (VOCs) and particulate matter,
which can contribute to respiratory problems and other health issues. These
emissions also conflict with the UK's air quality targets and can negatively impact
the Dark Skies designation by increasing light pollution and air pollution that
obscures views.   
The noise and vibration from fracking activities can disrupt local wildlife,
particularly affecting breeding and migration patterns. This disruption contradicts
the aims of UK biodiversity policies focused on protecting and enhancing natural
habitats and species.   
This industrial development will destroy precious farmland and is close to rural
homes and holiday properties. 

2. Conflict with Climate Change Mitigation and Sustainable Energy Policies:

The UK government has committed to achieving net-zero emissions by 2050.
Developing fracking infrastructure is incompatible with this goal. Fracking extracts
fossil fuels, the combustion of which releases greenhouse gasses, driving climate
change.   
The development of unconventional hydrocarbon resources like shale gas
contradicts the policy direction outlined in the UK's energy strategy, which
emphasizes the need for a rapid transition to renewable energy sources. Investment
in fracking diverts resources and attention from developing sustainable alternatives
like wind, solar, and tidal energy, hindering progress towards a low-carbon
economy.   
Scientific evidence indicates that methane, a potent greenhouse gas, can leak into the
atmosphere during fracking operations. Methane has a far greater warming potential
than carbon dioxide over shorter time scales, making its release a significant concern
for climate change.   
  Other UK gas sites have been shut down due to downstream emissions (gases).  



3. Lack of Adequate Assessment of Long-Term Impacts:

While the application includes various assessments, including Air Quality Impact,
Noise and Vibration Assessment, and Hydrogeological Impact Assessment, it is
doubtful that these adequately capture the long-term cumulative impacts of fracking
operations. The potential for gradual environmental degradation, the impact on local
communities, and the economic consequences for tourism and other sustainable
industries have not been sufficiently addressed.
Long-term studies are needed to fully understand the impact of fracking on
subsurface geology and the potential for induced seismicity (earthquakes). The
application does not provide sufficient evidence to guarantee the safety and stability
of the area over the long term.   
The economic benefits of fracking are often overstated, while the potential negative
impacts on established, sustainable industries like tourism in North Yorkshire are
downplayed. A comprehensive economic assessment should consider the long-term
impact on the region's overall economic health and resilience.

4. Biodiversity Net Gain Misrepresentation

The application includes a Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment, which aims to
demonstrate that the development will have a positive impact on biodiversity.
However, there are concerns that this assessment does not adequately account for the
potential negative impacts of  proppant squeeze (fracking) on local wildlife and
habitats.
The pre-development biodiversity value of onsite habitats is calculated as 2.56, and
the date the pre-development biodiversity value was calculated is January 28, 2025.
It is unclear how this assessment fully addresses the long-term disruption and
potential harm to biodiversity caused by fracking operations.
Fracking activities can lead to habitat fragmentation and degradation, impacting
species that rely on connected ecosystems. The assessment should provide a more
detailed analysis of these long-term ecological consequences.   

 5. Industrial Development and Disruption:

The proposed development constitutes a significant industrial intrusion into a rural
village setting, with the drill site very close to homes.    
The project involves a possible 20-year production of gas and four further rigs,
leading to long-term industrial activity in the area. This will lead to over 1000 HGVs
on our already busy, narrow roads, posing a significant road safety hazard. 

Conclusion:

The proposed proppant squeeze (fracking) development poses unacceptable risks to the
environment, local communities, and the regional economy. It conflicts with climate
change mitigation efforts, UK energy policy, and the urgent need to transition to
sustainable energy solutions. The application's potential negative impacts on the sensitive
location, including the National Park, heritage coastline, national trails, tourist
destinations, Dark Skies area and scientific areas of special interest, far outweigh any
potential benefits. The potential of this site being further developed for up to four rigs is
another concern, the road infrastructure around the area is already inundated with traffic
and this would cause further traffic management issues and impact local communities. 

Therefore, I strongly urge the North Yorkshire Council to reject this planning application.



Kind Regards

Philippa

Philippa Rackstraw

24 Stepney Road

Scarborough
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