
 

 

 

 

 

24th March 2025 

Amy Taylor 

Planning Department 

North Yorkshire Council 

County Hall 

Racecourse Lane 

Northallerton 

DL7 8AD 

 

RE Planning Ref. No. NY/2025/0030/ENV 

Europa Oil and Gas application for appraisal drilling at Burniston Mill Site 

 

Dear Amy 

I am writing with reference to the above Planning Application made by Europa Oil 

and Gas for the construction, drilling and testing of this site to extract gas through a 

proppant squeeze method. 

I wish to object for the following two reasons and will detail why below. 

 

1 There will be significant increases in noise, light and air pollution in the local 

area affecting the health and well being of residents as well as causing damage and 

destruction to the unique bio diversity of the Heritage Coast.  

 

2 The UK is committed to reaching net zero by 2050 and is aiming for clean 

electricity by 2030. The use of gas and fossil fuels have been declining in the UK 

over the last ten years so why approve drilling for gas that could lead to twenty years 

of downstream emissions? 

 

1. Pollution 

The 24/7 appraisal drilling will cause noise and disturbance to local residents 

whose homes are just metres away from the drilling location as well as 

affecting local businesses.  In addition, there will be light pollution caused by 

flaring at night visible for several miles due to the 38 metre high drilling rig.  Air 



pollution will increase during the drilling process as toxic chemicals including 

carbon monoxide are released plus dust. Over 1154 Heavy Goods Vehicles 

(HGVs) per week (one way) will not only cause congestion at key bottle neck 

junctions eg the mini roundabout by the Three Jolly Sailors Pub but increase 

pollution from exhaust fumes along all the roads they use. The proposed 

traffic routes by Europa are school routes to four primary schools and two 

secondary schools. The local primary school (Lindhead) is less than 1 mile 

from the proposed drilling site and next to the traffic route for HGVs. The 

proposed site is within 1km of the North Yorkshire National Park and the same 

distance from a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) at Iron Scar and 

Hundale Point to Scalby Ness (notified under Section 28 of the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981).  

There has been limited ecological investigation by Europa (one site visit) into 

the local wildlife and habitats that will be affected by the proposed drilling. A 

local ornithologist has recorded the following birds within 750 metres of the 

proposed drilling site:  Barn owl, Skylark, Linnet, Yellowhammer, Reed 

Bunting, Dunnock, Song Thrush, Lapwing and Grey Partridge (Common Birds 

Census (CBC) methodology used. Clearly, gas drilling will have a catastrophic 

impact on local wildlife. 

 

2 Net Zero 

Climate change is at a critical point (Code Red). If more gas is extracted and 

burnt, this will lead to increased carbon dioxide and methane levels causing 

global warming. The majority of scientists have concluded that the warming of 

the Earth is leading to climate change as well as causing extreme weather 

events all over the world.   

The UK has committed to moving to clean energy so we should be focussing 

on renewable, clean energy sources.  Indeed, demand for gas has fallen by 

18% over the last five years in the UK. 

Although the planning application by Europa Oil and Gas is for appraisal 

drilling, it is clear from some of the documents that the plan is to go for full 

extraction of all the gas from the Cloughton gas field.  The downstream 

emissions from this must be seriously considered by the planning committee 

as a key reason for turning down this application. Moreover, complete 

extraction of all gas from the Cloughton gas field would only provide 0.34% of 

annual UK gas demand.  

In conclusion, I would urge members of the planning committee to take the 

steps to safeguard the health and wellbeing of future generations by rejecting 

Europa’s plans for gas extraction on the Heritage Coast and instead consider 

ways of supporting the development and use of cleaner energy.  

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 




