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New comments have been received for application NY/2025/0030/ENV from Richard Usher.

Comments:

Dear Madam/Sir,

I am writing to object strongly to the plans submitted by Europa Oil and Gas to undertake proppant squeeze
exploration and drilling in Burniston, North Yorkshire.

As a frequent visitor with family in the area my objections are manifest, in relation both to immediate impact on
the local environment and residents in the areas, and in consideration of the fact that this exploration runs
contrary to the UK's commitment to reach net zero emissions by 2050.

In relation to the local community, and the site in proximity to an area of outstanding natural beauty, I am
concerned about the impact of drilling and development on the site - noise, dust, associated pollution and the
need for extensive use of HGVs on narrow roads in and out of the site. This has a knock on effect for the appeal
of the area. It will negatively impact local businesses (shops, pubs, attractions) which depend on tourists and
local people using their services and their desire to return to the area in future. The exploration can only
negatively impact this wide swathe of the community. With the heritage coastline and Cleveland Way so close
to the site there is further potential negative impact both directly on the environment and in reducing visitor
numbers to the area.

I am not convinced that exploration for gas is a useful interim measure moving towards net zero emissions - the
principle for working towards net zero is simple: 'leave it in the ground'. We should be investing in renewable
energy not fossil fuel extraction. Other UK gas sites have been shut down due to downstream (Scope 3)
emissions, for example Egdon Resources proppant squeeze operation at Wressle, near Scunthorpe, which was
quashed following a Supreme Court ruling on climate emissions from onshore oil and gas production. The UK
is rightly moving towards renewable clean energy. This development puts us in reverse. We simply do not need
more gas production. Globally, climate change is at a critical point - the time to act is now and this development
can only have a negative impact on the transition to net Zero. Europa Oil and Gas 'proppant squeeze
exploration' does not hide the fact that this exploration goes against the principles of the current UK moratorium
on fracking. Proppant squeeze exploration is fracking by any other name.

Yours sincerely,

Richard Usher
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