OBJECTION. Europa Oil and Gas planning application NY/2025/0030/ENV

From: Mrs Sylvia May MBE
27 The Avenue,

Totland Bay

PO39 ODH

I am writing to object to the above-mentioned planning application to initially explore the
feasibility of creating "the largest onshore gas field in the UK" in Burniston.
I was the leader of a community group on the Isle of Wight, who fought for 6 years to
ensure that our Council unanimously overturned attempts by UK Oil and Gas, to create
two oil and gas extraction sites on the Island, despite being proposed by the Planning
Officer.
We subsequently campaigned in support of a moratorium against Fracking in all its
forms in 2019.
During the entire process it became very apparent that UKOG provided either inaccurate or
misleading information within their application, in the hope that councillors and planning
officers would lack vigilance. | trust this will not apply to yourselves.

1. Proppant Squeeze is still Fracking!

Europa plans to use a form of hydraulic fracturing called “proppant squeeze”. Europa claims
this will bypass historic records of the impacts... and subsequent halting of Fracking processes
for fossil fuel extraction in the UK, which have dominated communities and locations for the
last 15 years.

As you are hopefully aware, a proppant is a solid material, typically sand, treated sand or
man-made ceramic materials, designed to keep an induced hydraulic fracture open, during
or following a fracturing treatment, used most commonly for unconventional reservoirs.

In addition, there may be unconventional fracking fluids used which are harmful if leaked into
fresh water aquifers or discharged by accident into sewage flows.

Although Europa claims that this is "safer” than conventional Fracking, The Environment
Agency regards it as a form of fracking because the injection pressure is high enough to
fracture rocks.

Therefore this process still needs a “Hydraulic Fracturing Plan “ (HFP), which outlines
pressures, amounts and types of fluids and proppants used and what an operator has

determined are the risks of earth tremors from fracking.

These should be based importantly on detailed, up- to date analysis from 2D and 3D

seismic surveys and a detailed geological report from a qualified geology within an
independent registered company, given that the site has complex geological formations which
are hard to map without these up to date technological reports.

It should also state how the hydraulic fracturing process would be monitored and controlled in
order to avoid seismic tremors and pollution of major water aquifers.

This HFP must be approved independently by both the Environment Agency (EA) and the Oil &
Gas Authority.



2. Reasons for Refusal on the Isle of Wight which mirror this application .

Our council voted unanimously against the project, due to the following concerns:

Damage to wildlife and the environment and impact on Areas of Natural Beauty as the Isle of
Wight is a Biosphere and we are hoping to develop National Park Status,
You already have National Park and Heritage Coast status.

Provision of poorly and inaccurate mapping and up to date geological data, as the site is
above a complex geological fault. This should be reviewed by an independent Geologist.

Increased local traffic noise, and additional CO2 and fume emissions to and from the site
due to HGV congestion (1,050 HGV movements for exploration alone for Burniston)

Danger to other road users as the site entrance was on a main road on a long corner

Climate, health and amenity related concerns due to increased traffic over years of
production IF granted

Gas flaring from the site producing toxic fumes, unpleasant smells, and night-time light
pollution in the neighbouring environment.

Impact of gas flaring and lighting at night on humans and wildlife over the life of the site
Tourism being major income sources for the whole region. impacts and all aspects of this
proposal would be damaging to these revenues.

Transportation of huge amounts of dangerous materials and residues from the site on busy
roads and country lanes could cause unavoidable accidents and subsequent environnmental
pollution and health hazards.

Sites will affect the character of AONBs and countryside including visual intrusion, noise, dust.

There is no guarantee of success once drilling starts as quotas of oil and gas are not guaranteed

Who will clean up the mess of any flooding and pollution from the site due to weather and
unavoidable accidental spillage?

Thank you for considering this Objection Statement.



