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Date 8th April 2025 

Amy Taylor- Case Officer
Planning Department
North Yorkshire Council
County Hall
Racecourse Lane
Northallerton
DL7 8AD

Re: Planning Reference No: NY/2025/0030/ENV
Europa Oil and Gas application for appraisal drilling at Burniston Mill Site

Dear Amy,

I am writing in connection with the above Planning Application made by Europa Oil and Gas for the construction,
drilling and testing of this site to extract gas through a propane squeeze process.

Since our home is the closest to the proposed drill site, we have major concerns about this application. Our garden fence
borders the road that the HGV vehicles will be using for the process and they will be operating 24 hours per day.  My
wife and I and my two children’ bedrooms look out over this fence. Our home is no more than 200 Yards from the
proposed site which will be a 24x7 operation that is floodlit, noisy and intrusive.  This home is our home for life and our
retirement home, our quality of life will be massively impacted.  We spend considerable time in our large garden and
often have many friends and family around for barbecues - for example, on Bonfire night, last year, over 30 people
attended our party and bonfire.  I have a large extended family who mostly live locally and I cannot envisage hosting
events such as this if I am impacted by the proposed drilling operation.

I will also say that I did raise some of my objections with a representative from Europa Oil and Gas who promised, in
front of witnesses, that he would get someone to address my concerns. When they realised how close I was and that these
concerns would be impossible to alleviate, they ceased all communication with me. I also noted that the CEO of Europa
Oil and Gas is saying that there will be minimal impact on local residents, in my case that is simply not true. I noticed in
their submission that they were very economical with the truth on the impact to wildlife in the area. They said they
witnessed only a few birds in a day.  I have 5 nesting boxes all inhabited, in my garden, I have 6 bird feeders that need
attending every two days.  We see deer, hedgehogs, and squirrels regularly and there is a rabbit warren at the top of my
garden.  Birds of many species are visiting every day. Without a doubt, if the drilling goes ahead, there will be a serious
impact on the wildlife in the area due to the proximity of the National Park and the local wildlife trails.

Having considered this application fully, I wish to object for the following reasons:

1. Pollution - Noise from the drilling operations, The generators and the HGV traffic, all in close proximity to our
home, will have a serious impact on our quality of life. Combined with the dust, Gas flaring and fumes from
traffic and generators along with the smells that accompany any operation of this type, will be a danger to our
health and mental health. The site will be floodlit as its a 24 hour operation, this again will have a severe impact
on us directly. I am also very concerned, along with local farmers, about the risks to our water supply, they will
be drilling through our water table, there is always the risk of something going wrong and contamination will
occur. 

2. The risk of triggering seismic activity is not something to be ignored. If they go ahead, the seismic activity will
not be zero and could be greater than anticipated. This is being seriously downplayed, but if something does go
wrong, the local community will be bearing the consequences for years. The site is very close to weak clifftops,



which are already suffering from erosion. No detailed survey has been conducted on the land around or the
possible fault lines that will be affected. I think this is totally unacceptable. It’s far too easy for a major
corporation to say “sorry” and leave us all with the consequences of something going awry.

3. The HGV traffic will be running two ways, so we have to double the numbers that they have given.  This means
thousands of trips in just the first five weeks, using busy roads, passing our schools adding to emissions right on
the roads where our children and grandchildren are walking to school. Please remember the little asthmatic girl
in London, whose death was caused by diesel fumes.  If they get the go-ahead to expand their operations, which
is something that they are planning for,  to other sites, there will be a massive increase in traffic and therefore in
risk.

4. The impact on wildlife will be non-trivial,  We have witnessed much wildlife in our garden as well as
surrounding areas.  I walk my dog on the cinder track and the Cleveland way and I know these trails will be
severely impacted. We have wildlife trails in close proximity as well as the National Park. The noise, Light and
emissions pollution as well as the non-stop traffic will cause severe disruption. As noted above we have, in our
own garden witnessed a large number and variety of wildlife that will be impacted. This proposal, if given the go
ahead, will have an impact on tourism which is a major source of revenue for many people in the surrounding
area. The proposal has already garnered wide attention, including national newspapers and television coverage.

5. The proposed industrial development of such a beautiful area is an ugly proposal, precious, beautiful, valuable
land will be destroyed and the proposed drill site is very close to homes and our local village of Burniston.
Europa are already planning ahead to the expansion of a further 4 drilling sites and a twenty year period of gas
production.  This will impact us all for decades.

6. Europa, are, in their communications, being deliberately obtuse with information on how this will benefit the
local community.  The site will produce no meaningful employment, and they have informed their shareholders
that the gas will be sold on the international market, providing no benefits to the UK and to the local people who
will be impacted by the operation - There will be zero impact on our gas bills.

I have seriously considered the proposal and can honestly find no really positive outcomes for local people, for the area
or for the country in adding to fossil fuel burning in a world that is already reeling from the impact of climate change. 
The move is away from fossil fuels, not in providing more.  As councillors, I really hope that your main role is in
considering the opinions of local people, your electorate and that you will reject this proposal.

Yours Sincerely,

Stephen Alan Illingworth
Wayside Farm
Coastal Road
Burniston
Scarborough
North Yorkshire
YO13 0DB




