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REF: NY/2025/0030/ENV

Dear Amy Taylor,
| am writing on behalf of my client to object to the proposed wellsite development at Burniston Mill. This proposal
raises several concerns, including its impact on ecology and the environment, and a lack of compliance with local and
national planning policy. The development is neither sustainable nor appropriately located, and it fails to
demonstrate need.

The recent supreme court case of Finch v Surrey County Council [2024] UKSC 20 determined that the "greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions that will occur from the combustion of the oil produced" should be taken into consideration.

Whilst the nature of this application is for 'appraisal’ | trust that any future larger scale application would be subject
to this assessment, as it undoubtedly applies to any fossil fuel extraction method.

Whilst the development is proposed for a temporary basis, the temporary nature of a proposal does not remove the
requirement to comply with all relevant planning policy. This development still includes site preparation, drilling,
hydraulic fracturing, and associated vehicle movements. Each phase carries potential for acute environmental
disruption and cumulative harm to the local area, which remains significant even over a short time period.

The widely noted negative impacts of fracking are primarily as a result of hydraulic fracturing, this process also uses
hydraulic fracturing, exposing the local environment to the risk of both ground water and surface water
contamination.

The applicant attempts to distinguish this development from fracking; however this contention is extraneous. This is

confirmed in the Minerals and waste joint plan (adopted 2022):

"5.129 An additional consideration is that the new Regulations and surface restrictions will only apply to "associated
hydraulic fracturing". The Authorities have taken into account the WMS of May 2018 and recognise this statutory
definition, and have paid due regard to Planning Practice Guidance. It is considered that whereas the definition in
the Regulation applies to high volume hydraulic fracturing as defined, in terms of land use and the potential for
impacts on the environment, local amenity and other relevant matters, impacts could occur at lower levels of
activity.15 It is therefore not considered appropriate to distinguish in the Policy between high-volume hydraulic
fracturing and fracking involving lower volumes of fracture fluid.

This approach is reflected in the broader definition of hydraulic fracturing contained in paragraph 5.124 f) of the

Plan. The definition of hydraulic fracturing used in the Plan is related to the PPG definition in that it does not rely on
a minimum volumetric threshold."

The above shows that regardless of what the applicant is choosing to call the process, it should be assessed in the
same way as a fracking development.
This application fails to comply with both national and local planning policies:

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and North Yorkshire Joint Minerals and Waste Plan (adopted February
2022) 1. Failure to comply with National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) Section 15 - Conserving and enhancing
the natural environment Paragraph 187 (E) " preventing new and existing development from contributing to, being
put at unacceptable risk from, or being adversely affected by, unacceptable levels of soil, air, water or noise pollution
or land instability. Development should, wherever possible, help to improve local environmental conditions such as
air and water quality, taking into account relevant information"
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Hydraulic fracturing carries substantial risk to groundwater supplies and air quality. The proximity of the proposed
site to residential properties, farmland and popular tourism areas heightens these risks.

Paragraph 198. "Planning policies and decisions should also ensure that new development is appropriate for its
location taking into account the likely effects (including cumulative effects) of pollution on health, living conditions
and the natural environment, as well as the potential sensitivity of the site or the wider area to impacts that could
arise from the development. In doing so they should:

(a) mitigate and reduce to a minimum potential adverse impacts resulting from noise from new development - and
avoid noise giving rise to significant adverse impacts on health and the quality of life 72 ;

(b) identify and protect tranquil areas which have remained relatively undisturbed by noise and are prized for their
recreational and amenity value for this reason; and

(c) limit the impact of light pollution from artificial light on local amenity, intrinsically dark landscapes and nature
conservation."

The proposed operations are likely to create noise and light pollution, particularly during drilling phases and vehicle
movements. These impacts would seriously harm the tranquillity of the rural environment and the amenity of local
residents-contrary to the above guidance.

Section 14 - Meeting the challenge of climate change Paragraph 161. "The planning system should support the
transition to net zero by 2050 and take full account of all climate impacts including overheating, water scarcity, storm
and flood risks and coastal change. It should help to: shape places in ways that contribute to radical reductions in
greenhouse gas emissions, minimise vulnerability and improve resilience; encourage the reuse of existing resources,
including the conversion of existing buildings; and support renewable and low carbon energy and associated
infrastructure."

Hydraulic fracturing is incompatible with the UK's legally binding commitment to achieve net zero greenhouse gas
emissions by 2050. The development of new fossil fuel infrastructure locks in carbon-intensive energy at a time
when national policy is shifting toward renewable and low-carbon sources.

2. Failure to comply with the North Yorkshire Joint Minerals and Waste Plan

(2022)

Policy D02 - Local amenity and cumulative impacts "Proposals for minerals and waste development, including
ancillary development and minerals and waste transport infrastructure, will be permitted where it can be
demonstrated that there will be no unacceptable impacts on the amenity of local communities and residents, local
businesses and users of the public rights of way network and public open space including as a result of:

noise,

dust,

vibration,

odour,

emissions to air, land or water

visual intrusion,

site lighting

vermin, birds and litter

subsidence and land instability

public health and safety

disruption to the public rights of way

network

the effect of the development on opportunities for enjoyment and understanding of the special qualities of the
National Park cumulative effects arising from one or more of the above"

The proposal does not adequately address cumulative impacts on local amenity. The area has narrow rural roads
that are unsuitable for heavy goods vehicle traffic associated with hydraulic fracturing. Increased traffic, air and noise
pollution, and the risk of spills or accidents present a significant threat to the wellbeing of local residents.

To conclude the proposed hydraulic fracturing development in Burniston is inconsistent with both the NPPF and the
North Yorkshire Joint Minerals and Waste Plan. It threatens local amenity, biodiversity, public health, and national
climate commitments.

Given the lack of large-scale hydraulic fracturing operations there are unknowns in areas including water and soil
contamination, and seismic activity. With the lack of proven safety around hydraulic fracturing the precautionary
principle should apply, and this application should be refused.
Yours sincerely,
Application Avenue Planning Services.



Bill Downie & Geraldine Pedley
2 Iris Close,

Burniston,

Scarborough
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