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12 April 2025

Dear Madam
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Re: Application Reference No: NY/2025/0030/ENV
Europa Oil and Gas application for appraisal drilling at Burniston Mill Site

Amy Taylor - Case Officer 
Planning Department
North Yorkshire Council 
County Hall 
Racecourse Lane 
Northallerton 
DL7 SAD

2. Geology
It is known that there are geological faults commencing at Scalby and running North 
to Ravenscar. Geological surveys should be carried out to assess the impact of drill­
ing and proppant squeeze in the area before this matter is considered.

1. Bio Diversity
The Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) has not been validated. The failure to 
include a robust EIA with the Planning Application makes it difficult to comment, 
therefore I recommend that a detailed independent EAI be undertaken to allow this 
matter to be considered.

I am writing in connection with the above Planning Application made by Europa Oil and Gas 
for the construction, drilling and testing of this site to extract gas through a proppant 
squeeze process. Having considered this in detail I object for the following reasons:

3. Industry
The proposed location is not industrial, the proposed use is and will have detri­
mental effects:

a. Round-The-Clock Operation: The area is rural not industrial, residents are jus­
tifiably concerned that the process of gas drilling will be continuous through­
out the day and night, disrupting the quiet enjoyment of the area by resi­
dents due to the continuous movement of HGVs, noise, light and pollution.

b. Noise Pollution: This is an inevitable consequence of industry.
c. Light Pollution: The application states that light will be emitted during the 

night, this will have a negative effect on the visual amenity of the area be­
cause it will affect bird migration and obscure the view of the night sky.
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In the avoidance of doubt I strongly objects to this proposal.

I trust that these abjections are carefully considered by the Planning Committee.

Mr. Andrew Louth
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In relative terms the modest quantity of gas extracted from mining the Cloughton Gas Field, 
compared to the gas used by the UK is negligible. While the negative impact to the environ­
ment and the local community are very substantial.

4. Tourism:
The following will be deleteriously affected:

a. The Cinder Track
b. The Heritage Coast
c. National Cycling Route 1
d. The Cleveland Way

These routes attract long distance walkers and cyclists and will be negatively im­
pacted by the industrial process of drilling for gas.

5. Aesthetic
The proposal will have a negative effect on the visual amenity of the area for the fol­
lowing reasons:

a. Light Pollution: the industrial site will be lit with artificial lights during the 
night, this will affect bird migration and obscure the view of the night sky.

b. Gas Flaring: noise and light pollution generated.
c. Drilling Rig: the presence of a 30-metre-high industrial drilling rig is incongru­

ous adjacent to The Heritage Coast and The Cleveland Way.

6. Traffic
a. Safety of Road Users: Parents and children routinely commute on foot or by 

bicycle to Lindhead School via the A171 Burniston / Cloughton while pension­
ers and pedestrians use the Main Street. The frequency of traffic accidents is 
high. The increased number of HGVs will increase the risk of serious injury to 
vulnerable road users.

b. Local Roads: There are several hazardous 'pinch points' in the villages that 
are physical challenges to the safe movement of HGVs, from North to South 
they comprise:

i. The blind bend near The Red Lion'
ii. The mini-roundabout opposite The Jolly Sailors'
iii. The width of the A171 opposite Burniston Village shop
iv. The double bends by the Touth Hostel' adjacent Scalby Beck.

In summary the consequence of high numbers of HGVs routinely using nar­
row historic village roads that are relied upon by children and vulnerable 
adults will significantly increase the likelihood of serious injury or death.
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