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Sent: 15 April 2025 15:24
To: Planning Control
Subject: Reference NY/2025/0030/ENV

Categories:

Reference NY/2025/0030/ENV 

In the interest of security, please remove my name, email address and postal address from view 
online. You may publish my name as ‘local resident’. 

Thank you. 

I strongly object to the proposals from Europa Oil & Gas to ‘proppant squeeze’ in Burniston. 

I object for the following reasons: 

Transporting of toxic waste on highways 

There is evidence (West Newton and Kirby Misperton for example) showing lorries transporting 
toxic waste products whilst the residents are under police lockdown in their own properties. Waste 
products from the ‘proppant squeeze’ process must be transported, and it is unreasonable to put 
all our trust in companies that are doing this for profit. We cannot trust that they will take every 
single drop away safely and not allow any spillage as they drive their heavy, dirty and noisy lorries 
through the streets.  

Toxic waste being transported through our streets will severely affect where people live as it 
travels past the houses where we can no longer safely open the windows, and the gardens where 
we can no longer safely sit, for fear of contaminants from liquid or in the air. 

Heavy lorries carrying the toxic waste will affect pedestrians. Children going to and from school 
and dog walkers frequently use the often narrow paths. When large lorries drive past pedestrians, 
horses and cyclists it is very intimidating and frightening. We do not need more large and noisy 
lorries on the road, especially carrying toxic waste. It will add to highway congestion on already 
very busy roads. 

The local economy 

This is an extremely popular tourist destination. Not just for normal holiday makers at the seaside, 
but for walkers, hikers and those that enjoy the currently unspoilt North Yorkshire Heritage Coast 
in and around the North York Moors National Park. No one wants to holiday in the Uk’s largest 
gas field.  

Contaminated water supply. 

I am very worried about contamination of the water supply. Water is life, and clean, 
uncontaminated water it’s a basic necessity for both humans, animals and wildlife. There is plenty 
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of evidence to show that fluids injected by the process of ‘proppant squeeze’ can contaminate 
water supplies. There is also evidence to show that oil and gas companies have used poorly 
sealed wells and/or have not identified fractures in the well which have lead to contaminants in the 
water. Processes like ‘proppant squeeze’’ can bring naturally occurring radioactive materials 
(NORMs) such as uranium and radium to the surface and into the water supply. 

 
Heritage Coast 

We live on the Heritage Coast and near the North York Moors National Park and yet this seems to 
count for nothing. How can it even be considered acceptable to fracture the rock and extract gas, 
causing noise, disruption and pollution for oil and gas companies to make a profit? All that seems 
to be happening, is for oil and gas companies to find ways of accessing the land they want at any 
cost, by any loophole and by any means of pressure. This severely impacts nature, the residents 
and tourists who visit the area. 

Fault lines 

There is a lot of uncertainty about the exact location of fault lines, often until it’s too late. We do 
know that there is a significant fault line in Burniston, right near the proposed well site. It makes 
absolutely no sense whatsoever. Again, people and nature will suffer, Europa Oil and Gas will still 
get to make their profits. 

 
Noise pollution and light pollution cause harm and death to wildlife 

Noise and light pollution harms wildlife by disrupting their natural behaviours, impacting their 
habitat and survival, and even causing death.  

Noise Pollution:  

Noise pollution can interfere with communication, foraging, and mate finding.  
 
Noise can disrupt animals' ability to locate food and efficiently forage for it, as highlighted by The 
Ecologist.  

Studies have linked noise pollution to increased stress in animals, which can have negative 
consequences for their health and reproduction.  

Light Pollution:  

Artificial light disrupts the natural night-time environment, affecting the behaviours of nocturnal 
animals like bats and moths, according to The Ecologist.  

Light pollution can disorient migrating birds and disrupt their flight patterns, leading to collisions 
with structures or exhaustion, as noted by Friends of the Lake District.  

Excessive lighting can fragment habitats, making it harder for animals to find food and shelter, 
impacting their overall health and reproduction.  

Light pollution can also disrupt plant cycles, affecting pollination and seed dispersal.  

Light pollution can affect insect behaviour and impact their ability to find mates and navigate, as 
mentioned by UK Health Alliance on Climate Change.  
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These pollutants contribute to a decline in certain species and are particularly harmful in "pollution 
hotspots" where multiple forms of pollution converge, such as the proposed gas field. 

PEOPLE AND PLANET BEFORE PROFIT 

There is plenty of evidence to suggest that oil and gas companies have a reputation of securing 
planning for an exploration and ‘proppant squeeze’ in the hope that they find healthy supplies of 
oil and gas. They can then apply for further permission, which is easier once they have the first 
permission.  
 
It is also not uncommon for wells to be drilled every 1km to test for gas and even if they’re 
unsuccessful in finding it, the damage to the land is irreparable. There is plenty of evidence to 
show that the industry as a whole, does not tidy up its mess, they just rape the land for profit. 

 
 

 
 

 

 




