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planningregister@northyorks.gov.uk
15 April 2025 16:57
Planning Control
New comments for application NY/2025/0030/ENV

New comments have been received for applicaƟon NY/2025/0030/ENV from Miss Evy Walker. 

Comments: 
Dear Amy, 

I am wriƟng to express my deep concern regarding the planning applicaƟon submiƩed by Europa Oil and Gas Ltd for 
land in Burniston, proposed for use in a process known as Proppant Squeeze-essenƟally a form of hydraulic 
fracturing. 

This proposal raises serious concerns about the health and safety of our community, the protecƟon of our local 
environment, and the long-term well-being of Scarborough and its surrounding areas. My family live within close 
proximity-less than three miles-from the proposed site, and we are extremely worried about the consequences 
should this plan go ahead. 

AŌer reviewing the planning documents, it is clear that there are significant risks associated with this operaƟon. The 
potenƟal for environmental degradaƟon, health hazards, and irreversible damage to our coastline and natural 
landscape is overwhelming. 

If approved, this project will bring industrialisaƟon to one of the most beauƟful and unspoiled stretches of the North 
Yorkshire coast. That transformaƟon would not only be tragic-it would be permanent. 

Here are some of the key concerns: 

Environmental Impact: The operaƟon, and the 1,000+ diesel tankers expected to service the site, will emit 
greenhouse gases and contribute to polluƟon, undermining efforts to meet global climate targets. While other 
regions strive to reduce emissions, this development would move North Yorkshire in the opposite direcƟon. 

Threat to Wildlife and Habitats: Chemical, noise, and light polluƟon will severely disrupt local ecosystems, affecƟng 
both terrestrial and aquaƟc wildlife. The site is near sensiƟve environments including reed beds, ponds, springs, 
streams, and the Sea Cut-any contaminaƟon here would be disastrous. 

Water ContaminaƟon Risks: Hydraulic fracturing involves injecƟng a chemical mixture into the ground. Should there 
be any failure in containment-through membrane tears or drainage issues-contaminated water could seep into the 
groundwater system. Being on a floodplain only increases this risk, making it highly likely that contaminants could 
spread during flooding. 

Public Health Dangers: There is a real risk of harmful chemicals, heavy metals, hydrocarbons, and radioacƟve 
materials (such as radon) entering the environment. These pollutants have been linked to serious health issues in 
both humans and animals. TransporƟng contaminated waste also raises the risk of spillage along roads, impacƟng 
biodiversity and public safety. 

Air and Noise PolluƟon: Proppant Squeeze operaƟons are known to produce hazardous air and water polluƟon. 
Residents will be exposed to increased noise, light, dust, and chemical odours-day and night-leading to both physical 
and mental health problems, especially for those living closest to the site. 
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Impact on Tourism and Local Economy: Scarborough's idenƟty and economy rely heavily on tourism. The 
industrialisaƟon of our coastline will make the area less aƩracƟve to visitors, harming local businesses and 
employment. Increased traffic from heavy goods vehicles will further strain our road network and create addiƟonal 
safety hazards. 
Geological Concerns: The cliffs near the proposed site are already unstable and lie on a fault line. Drilling could 
worsen this instability and even trigger seismic acƟvity, as has been seen in other regions such as Lancashire, where 
similar operaƟons caused 59 mini-earthquakes. 

Water Resource Strain: The excessive use of water required for hydraulic fracturing, combined with the potenƟal for 
damage to water infrastructure, poses a serious threat to the availability and safety of our natural water supply. Even 
Europa's own documentaƟon acknowledges the possibility of spills, staƟng they would be remediated "as soon as 
pracƟcably possible." In a flood-prone area with nearby streams and watercourses, even a small delay could lead to 
widespread and irreversible damage. 

I have found no clear benefit that this proposal offers to the local community. On the contrary, it threatens our 
health, our environment, our local economy, and our way of life. 

The beauƟful North Yorkshire coastline and the surrounding villages are something to cherish and protect-for 
ourselves, for future generaƟons, and for all who visit and enjoy this special place. This planning applicaƟon puts all 
of that at risk. 

I strongly oppose this planning applicaƟon and urge you to reject it in the best interests of Scarborough and the 
wider region. 

Sincerely, 
Evy Walker 


