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application reference NY/2025/0030/ ENV.

Dear Amy,

I’m writing to raise my serious objections to the recent planning application from Europa Oil and Gas Ltd
concerning land near Burniston. The proposal, which involves a method known as Proppant Squeeze—a variant
of hydraulic fracturing—has caused significant alarm among residents, myself included.

As a resident who lives in the proposed site, I’m deeply concerned about the far-reaching implications this
project could have on the environment, public health, and the long-term well-being of our region.

Having reviewed the planning documents in detail, it’s evident that this development presents numerous risks.
From potential contamination of local water systems to disruption of fragile ecosystems and landscapes, the
consequences of such an operation are too severe to ignore.

If allowed to proceed, this plan would mark a permanent shift in the character of our coastline—transforming a
tranquil, natural area into a hub of industrial activity. This is a cost too high for our community and the
generations to come.

Some of the most pressing concerns include:

Environmental Damage: The operation is projected to bring over 1,000 diesel tankers to the site, significantly
increasing greenhouse gas emissions and pollution. At a time when many regions are working toward reducing
their carbon footprint, this project would undermine those efforts in North Yorkshire.

Wildlife and Habitat Disruption: The site borders delicate natural environments such as ponds, reed beds, and
streams including the Sea Cut. The risk of pollution—whether chemical, noise, or light—poses a grave threat to
these ecosystems.

Water Contamination: The use of chemical-laced water during the Proppant Squeeze process raises concerns
about spills or leaks, especially given the site’s location on a floodplain. Contaminants could easily enter the
groundwater or be spread by floodwaters.

Health Hazards: Exposure to toxic substances such as heavy metals, hydrocarbons, and even radioactive
elements is a serious worry. There are proven links to health issues in both people and animals, and transporting
waste across the region further amplifies these risks.

Air and Noise Pollution: Residents would be subjected to round-the-clock exposure to noise, dust, chemical
odours, and light pollution. This is not just a nuisance—it’s a direct threat to physical and mental health,
especially for those living closest to the site.

Damage to Tourism and the Local Economy: Scarborough’s economy is heavily reliant on tourism. Turning our
coastline into an industrial zone could deter visitors and directly impact local businesses, jobs, and livelihoods.

Geological Instability: The site lies on a fault line and near already unstable cliffs. Similar operations in other
areas have led to tremors and ground movement. The risk of triggering seismic activity here is real and should
not be underestimated.

Strain on Water Resources: Hydraulic fracturing is an extremely water-intensive process. Any disruption or
contamination of the local water supply would have devastating consequences. Even Europa’s own materials
admit the possibility of spills, promising remediation “as soon as practicably possible”—which is cold comfort
in a flood-prone area.



This proposal offers no tangible benefit to our community. Instead, it jeopardizes our health, our environment,
and the character of a region that is treasured not only by residents but by visitors from across the country.

The North Yorkshire coast is something worth preserving—not industrialising. I urge you to reject this planning
application for the sake of our community, our environment, and our future.

Yours sincerely,

Nicola Walker
Stilefield
South Street
Scalby
Scarborough
YO13 0QR

Sent from my iPhone




