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Re: Planning Reference No: NY/2025/0030/ENV
Europa Oil and Gas application for appraisal drilling at Burniston Mill Site

Dear Amy,

I am writing in connection with the above Planning Application made by Europa Oil and 
Gas for the construction, drilling and testing of this site to extract gas through a propane 
squeeze process.
As my home is the closest to the proposed drill site, I have major concerns about this 
application. Our garden fence borders the road that the HGV vehicles will be using for 
the process and they will be operating 24 hours per day.  My bedroom window 
overlooks this fence and sound proofing wise it isn’t the best so I will be able to hear the 
devastating noise caused by HGV’s. My home is no more than 200 Yards from the 
proposed site which will be a 24x7 operation that is floodlit, noisy and intrusive.  This 
home is my parent’s retirement home. Our quality of life will be massively impacted as I 
come to Scarborough from London during university holidays and weekends.  We all 
spend considerable time in our large garden especially during the summer as it is just 
stunning, and we often have friends and family around for barbecues. 

As a university student at UCL studying Science and Engineering for Social Change, I 
am deeply disappointed that fracking projects are still being pursued, especially when 
the UK has committed to achieving net zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. The 
prospect of an oil and gas plant being developed near my home in Burniston is not only 
distressing but also feels like a personal betrayal. I moved here from Singapore and 
have cherished the clean air, peaceful landscape, and natural beauty of the countryside. 
The thought of industrial pollution compromising this environment and potentially 



impacting my health and quality of life is alarming. Earlier in this first academic year, for 
one of my assignments I participated in a mock public inquiry on the Lower Thames 
Crossing, where my group was represented as environmentals. That experience 
opened my eyes to the far-reaching environmental consequences of large-scale 
infrastructure projects. The idea of a gas plant being built in such a treasured rural area 
is even more devastating and I feel utterly disheartened that short-term energy interests 
are being prioritised over the long-term health of people and the planet. Not to mention 
the impact it will have on all the farmland, wildlife, and tourism this plant will have on 
Scarborough as a whole. Overall, this power plant is just a disaster and will severely 
impact the community and the environment.

Having considered the application, I wish to strongly object to the proposed fracking 
development near Burniston for a number of serious reasons. First and foremost, the 
pollution and disruption of this site will cause irreversible damage to the surrounding 
environment. The constant noise from drilling operations, generators, and HGV traffic 
that will be running day and night will severely impact our quality of life. This is not just 
an inconvenience; it’s a health risk. The air will be filled with dust, diesel fumes, gas 
flaring emissions, and unpleasant odours, all of which are harmful to our physical and 
mental well-being. The site will also be floodlit 24/7, destroying the tranquillity of the 
area and making restful sleep difficult. I am particularly concerned, alongside many local 
farmers, about the risk to our water supply. Drilling through the water table introduces a 
real danger of contamination, and no amount of reassurances can eliminate that risk 
entirely. Once our groundwater is damaged, it cannot be undone. In addition, the 
potential for seismic activity is being downplayed. We know from experience elsewhere 
that fracking has triggered tremors. Given our location near fragile and eroding clifftops, 
it is extremely irresponsible to proceed without a full and independent geological survey. 
If something goes wrong, it will be our community, not corporations who will bear the 
consequences for generations.

Beyond the immediate environmental and health concerns, the social and ecological 
impacts of this proposal are deeply worrying. The volume of HGV traffic required, 
especially in the first few weeks, will be far greater than the company admits since 
they’ve only shared one-way figures. We’re realistically facing thousands of trips on 
local roads that pass schools and residential areas. The increase in vehicle emissions 
presents a direct threat to public health, especially to children, as we’ve already seen 
tragic cases like the little girl in London whose death was attributed to air pollution. 
Wildlife in the area will also suffer; I regularly walk my dog along the Cinder Track and 
Cleveland Way and have seen first-hand the biodiversity we enjoy here. The noise, 
light, and constant activity will disrupt natural habitats, and with the North York Moors 
National Park so close by, the ripple effects will be widespread. On top of that, the 
economic promise of this project is misleading. Europa has admitted the gas will be sold 
on international markets, meaning no benefit for local residents in terms of lower energy 
bills. The job creation will be minimal, and any short-term gains are completely 
outweighed by the long-term damage to our community, our health, our landscape, and 



our way of life. Turning such a beautiful rural area into an industrial zone is short-
sighted and unjustified especially when the UK has committed to reaching net zero 
emissions by 2050. I urge you to reject this application for the sake of our environment, 
our community, and future generations.

I have given this proposal serious thought and can find no genuine benefit for local 
residents or the wider North Yorkshire community. At a time when the world is already 
grappling with the devastating effects of climate change, expanding fossil fuel extraction 
feels completely out of step with the urgent need to transition to cleaner, more 
sustainable energy sources. The direction of progress is clear, we should be moving 
away from fossil fuels, not investing in more of them. As councillors, I trust that your 
primary responsibility is to listen to and represent the voices of the local people who 
elected you. I sincerely hope you will stand with us and reject this proposal in the 
interest of our health, our environment, and our future.

Yours Sincerely,
James Illingworth
Wayside Farm
Coastal Road
Burniston
Scarborough
North Yorkshire
YO13 0DB




