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Dear Sir/Madam,
 
I am writing to formally object to the proposed gas drilling facility near Burniston,
Scarborough, submitted by Europa Oil & Gas Ltd and Egdon Resources. This proposal raises
significant concerns across environmental, social, and policy dimensions, which I outline
below.
 
1. Overwhelming Local Opposition
 
The proposal has encountered substantial resistance from the local community. Over 200
residents recently protested outside Burniston and Cloughton Village Hall, expressing their
disapproval of the project and its potential environmental ramifications. Local councillors
have also voiced their opposition, highlighting the community's unified stance against the
development, and hundreds of objections have already been raised through the public
online portal. Economic studies have shown that industrial fossil fuel developments can
deter tourism and reduce agricultural productivity.
 
2. Risks Associated with 'Proppant Squeeze' Techniques.
 
The proposed use of 'proppant squeeze'—a method involving high-pressure fluid injection
to enhance hydrocarbon flow—is effectively a form of low-volume hydraulic fracturing.
Although it falls below the legal threshold for fracking, it carries similar risks, including
induced seismicity and environmental contamination. The Council for the Protection of
Rural England (CPRE) has emphasized that such techniques can have significant
environmental impacts, necessitating thorough scrutiny. Additionally, there is a
significantly increased risk of Earth Tremors along Coastal Geological Faults. Peak Fault is a
major known fault, in this area.
Furthermore, a 2016 study published in Environmental Health Perspectives found elevated
risks of asthma and other respiratory issues in communities living near active gas drilling
operations (Environmental Health Perspectives, July 2016)."
 
3. Proximity to Environmentally Sensitive Areas
 
The proposed site is alarmingly close to several protected and sensitive areas:
North York Moors National Park: The site lies within the setting of this protected
landscape, risking adverse effects on its tranquillity and biodiversity .
 
Coastal Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI): The site is approximately 800 meters
from designated SSSI areas, which are vital for conserving the region's unique flora and
fauna.



 
Cinder Track and Cleveland Way National Trail: The development threatens to disrupt
these popular recreational paths, which are integral to local tourism and community well-
being.
 
4. Contradiction with National Green Energy Policies
 
The UK government has set ambitious targets to transition towards renewable energy
sources, aiming for ten gigawatts of low-carbon hydrogen capacity by 2030 . Approving
new fossil fuel extraction projects undermines these objectives and sends conflicting
messages about the nation's commitment to combating climate change.
Instead of new fossil fuel extraction, investment in solar, wind, and green hydrogen would
create cleaner, more sustainable employment opportunities while aligning with the UK’s
Net Zero Strategy, and would be something which I would support.
 
5. Contribution to Climate Change
 
Natural gas extraction and usage contribute significantly to greenhouse gas emissions,
particularly methane—a gas with a global warming potential substantially higher than
carbon dioxide over a 20-year period. Studies have shown that emissions from liquefied
natural gas (LNG) can be 33% higher than those from coal, challenging the perception of
natural gas as a 'cleaner' fossil fuel .
 
6. Increased Traffic and Infrastructure Strain
 
The proposal estimates approximately 330 heavy goods vehicle (HGV) movements per day.
Such an influx of traffic on rural roads, already plagued by disrepair and potholes, poses
serious safety risks and threatens to degrade the local infrastructure further .
 
7. Threats to Local Wildlife
 
The development's proximity to ecologically sensitive areas raises concerns about
potential disturbances to local wildlife habitats. Increased noise, light pollution, and the
risk of chemical spills could have detrimental effects on the region's biodiversity.
 
Conclusion
 
Given the substantial local opposition, environmental risks, and inconsistency with national
energy policies, I urge North Yorkshire Council to reject the proposed gas drilling facility in
Burniston. Protecting our natural heritage and aligning with sustainable energy goals must
take precedence over short-term fossil fuel ventures in the pursuit of profit.
Thank you for considering my objection.
 
Yours faithfully,



 
Craig Farrell
4 Wandales Drive,
Burniston,
Scarborough,
YO13 0HD




