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Sent: 17 April 2025 11:03
To: Planning Control
Subject: Objection to planning application NY/2025/0030/ENV

Categories:

I am writing to object to the Europa Oil & Gas planning application to create what they describe as 
potentially "the largest onshore gas field in the UK", centred on Burniston, using a technique called 
proppant squeezing, which they argue is not fracking. I understand that although the volume of liquid to 
be injected falls outside the legal definition of fracking, propant squeezing is essentially hydraulic fracking 
and brings all the same risks as previous fracking plans. The application seems to be exploiting a loophole. 
 
This area has faults running through it, with complicated geology, and the cliffs along the coast are fragile. 
The plans are to drill and fracture the rock throughout the whole area, with unknown consequences which 
might include earth tremors, subsidence and cliff falls. A wide area would be affected, as the drilling would 
spread out sideways from the main centre, reaching under houses and roads well beyond it. Seismic 
testing is proposed for a large area along the coast - this alone would bring vibrations and potential 
damage, even before the main development commenced. 
 
There are concerns about the possibility of water supply contamination, because the drilling would go 
through the natural underground water supply. This could lead to pollution or even loss of the water 
supply from natural springs, if the water table is disrupted. 
 
Burniston itself is outside the North York Moors National Park, but the gas field would extend well into the 
National Park, and the coast here is an area of outstanding natural beauty, with unspoilt views of the 
heritage coast. I know the area, as I was brought up in Yorkshire, and am appalled that such a large 
development can even be contemplated in this special place. It would bring untold damage to the local 
environment and wildlife, and should not be allowed. There would be continuous air pollution, noise 
pollution and also light pollution (as it would be a 24/7 operation), with a huge increase in heavy traffic. All 
this would also be very disruptive to the local community, who currently enjoy peaceful living in beautiful 
scenery. Tourism is a major contributor to the economy, with the Cleveland Way running along the coast, 
and the proposed development would be likely to have a big impact on visitor numbers because the views 
and peaceful surroundings would be spoilt. 
 
The gas produced would be sold on the open market and would not benefit the UK, as the price of gas is 
determined by global factors. Europa plan to continue drilling for 20 years, and obviously all the gas they 
produce would be burnt, adding to the climate crisis. With climate change already upon us, there should 
be no new development of fossil fuels. We should be moving to renewable, clean energy as soon as 
possible. Europa are putting profit before any other considerations and should not be allowed to proceed. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Sally Lindsay 
8 Stanhope Place  
Edinburgh 
EH12 5HH 
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