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Sent: 17 April 2025 12:30
To: Planning Control
Subject: Objection to Planning Application NY/2025/0030/ENV

Categories:

FAO Amy Taylor 
 
Dear Amy,  
 
Please find below my objection to the planning application NY/2025/0030/ENV 
 
Kind regards 
 
Karen Smith 
1 Hayburn Beck Cottages, 
Staintondale Road, 
Cloughton, 
YO13 0AX 
 
Objection to Planning Application NY/2025/0030/ENV 
 
To whom it may concern.. 
 
I have recently moved to the area and have been made aware of the application to drill for gas in the 
local area. I wholeheartedly oppose the application based on the following grounds: 
 
It has been well documented regarding the impact of this type of operation (Fracking) which has been 
banned by government. I understand that this operation does not fall within the ban, but it essentially 
the same procedure; forcing fluid into rocks to release the gas that has accumulated there. All 
operations of this nature must be stopped. 
 
Environmental Concerns 
 
The proposed operation is in an area very close to the protected coastline and The North York Moors 
National Park. The coastline is already retreating at a high rate with sections of cliffs regularly 
collapsing along The Cleveland Way. The forcing of fluid under high pressure will only exacerbate the 
fragility of the rocks in that area and is likely to accelerate that process. There are also concerns that 
the proposed operation will cause tremors and that methane and other gases will be released into 
the air supply. In addition, water supplies are likely to be contaminated.  
 
The operation is likely to have a detrimental effect on wildlife. The coastline is a haven for sea birds 
who return years after year to nest.  
 
There is a visual impact of a large drilling rig being erected which will be seen for miles. I draw 
attention to the drill head at The Woodsmith Mine near Whitby which can be seen many miles away 
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and ruins the natural beauty of the area. This operation will have a similar effect on the Burniston 
coastline.  
 
Local Residents and Businesses 
 
This operation will have a detrimental effect on local residents. The value of property will drop and it 
will likely affect the number of visitors to the area which will affect businesses. There is a high 
possibility of tremors, noise, dust, pollution, gas flaring and light pollution which will have a 
detrimental effect on local residents’ quality of life and mental wellbeing. 
 
Transport and Road Safety Concerns 
 
It has been well documented that the amount of traffic in the form of large HGVs will increase 
dramatically. The road structure is not designed to accommodate this type of traffic, with many roads 
very narrow with parked vehicles on both sides of the road. It is already very dangerous travelling on 
these roads due to such vehicles. I am a keen cyclist and regularly have close encounters with such 
vehicles, so any more would not be welcome. The roads are already in a poor state with many 
potholes and collapsed manholes. Extra heavy traffic would accelerate the deterioration of the 
roads.  
 
Climate Change 
 
The rate of Climate Change is at a critical point Worldwide. The United Kingdom is moving towards 
clean renewable energy. There is no need for more gas to be produced. I believe that all operations of 
this nature should be ceased. Rather, local authorities should ensure that all new properties are 
fitted with clean energy systems such as heat pumps and solar panels as a part of building control. 
 
Please put people over profit and deny this application for the benefit of this beautiful county. 
 




