
Kit Bennett  NY/2025/0030/ENV Objection

|I oppose the proposed development included in planning application – NY/2025/0030/ENV. The 
proposed gas well and proppant squeeze is not sustainable development. It promotes fossil fuel 
dependency when Britain is moving to a carbon free future. It will generate air pollution and will 
impose noise and traffic nuisance on local communities. 

This proposed development is in contravention of existing policies, in particular the Minerals and 
Waste Joint Plan. 

It should be noted that although the applicant has claimed the the proposed development does not 
include hydraulic fracturing (also known as fracking), this is not correct according to the Minerals 
and Waste Joint Plan, which in paragraph 5.124 states that, “for the purposes of the plan 'hydraulic 
fracturing' includes the fracturing of rock under hydraulic pressure regardless of the volume of 
fracture fluid used.” The applicants planning application makes clear that rock will be fractured by 
the proppant squeeze noting that, “the proppant squeeze is designed to extend some 100-200m 
laterally in opposite directions from the wellbore and approximately 40-80m in a vertical direction.

The North Yorkshire Joint Minerals and Waste Plan includes policies relating to oil and gas 
development and some of the provisions apply to hydraulic fracturing. 

According to paragraph 4) I) of policy M17, “Adequate separation distances should be maintained 
between hydrocarbon development and residential buildings and other sensitive receptors... 
Proposals for surface hydrocarbon development, particularly those involving hydraulic fracturing 
within 500m of residential buildings and other sensitive receptors will only be permitted in 
following the particularly careful scrutiny of supporting information which robustly demonstrates 
how in site specific circumstances an unacceptable level of adverse impact can be avoided.”

The proposed site is well within 500m of residential properties and has not demonstrated that 
unacceptable adverse impact can be avoided as I explain below.

Furthermore, paragraph 4) iii) requires an air quality monitoring plan and a health impact 
assessment for development including hydraulic fracturing, which as I explained above will take 
place as part of this development. Neither of these documents have been included in the application.
This is despite the fact that the proposed development includes flaring, a significant source of air 
pollution and that there is the potential for serious air pollution incidents as occurred at Kirby 
Misperton and West Newton.

As well as including flaring the proposal includes more than 1,000 HGV deliveries to the site 
resulting in a substantial increase in traffic, noise and air pollution in a residential area.

Operations at the site will also cause significant disturbance to residents living close to the site.  
Drilling the borehole and the completion, the initial well testing and the flow test are all operations 
that will take place 24 hours a day and seven days a week. This level of disturbance and continuous 
industrial activity is not suitable in a residential area.

The proposed development will also cause unacceptable damage to the climate at a time when it is 
vital to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The development is clearly intended as a stepping stone to
large scale gas production, which is not needed or desirable as we transition away from fossil fuels. 
The development will also have a direct impact on climate change, not only from the traffic it will 
generate, but also the flare. This flare will generate 9 tonnes of CO2 emissions per hour which is an 
hourly rate only slightly lower than the annual carbon footprint of the average British person. The 



odour management plan also allows some venting of “small volumes” of natural gas, which will 
result in the emission of methane, a more powerful greenhouse gas. 
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