
Planning application ref NY/2025/0030/ENV 

Response to Cloughton TC’s objections 

Reason 1 –Paragraph 112 of the Minerals Planning Practice Guidance sets out the hydrocarbon 
issues that mineral planning authorities can leave to other regulatory regimes. Mitigation of 
seismic risks is the responsibility of the Department of Energy and Climate Change (now the 
North Sea Transition Authority). It is responsible through the licence consent regime, to mitigate 
seismic risks. The guidance goes on to say 

“Seismic assessment of the geology of the area to establish the geological conditions, 
risk of seismic activity and mitigation measures to put in place is required by the 
Department of Energy and Climate Change for all hydraulic fracturing processes” 

Europa can confirm that a hydraulic fracture plan will be submitted to the North Sea Transition 
Authority (NSTA) for their approval following the grant of planning permission. 

Reason 2 - Cliff Stability. Europa is aware of the local concerns with respect to the cliffs which 
form part of the Heritage Coast. Natural England has been consulted with respect to the 
proposed development and has raised no objections or concerns. 

The proposed temporary drill site is located approximately 1km inland from the cliff top.  
Drawing ZG-EOG-CLTN-PA-18 shows the length and direction of the proposed subsurface well 
path. The borehole will follow a south westerly route from the wellsite inland, a distance of 
1.6km at depth. Consequently, the proposed development will have no impact on the cliff 
stability, during the construction, drilling, testing and restoration phases. 

The reference to the construction of an additional vehicle access point south of the existing 
main entrance on page 16 in the Planning Statement is a typographical error and is incorrect. 
Only one access is proposed which is the existing access to the industrial units at Mill Yard. 

The Cinder Track lies 290m from the proposed wellsite. 

Reason 3 - NYPA15. The NYC website only has one validation form for minerals development - 
NYPA 15.  NYPA 15 states that mineral applications will be expected to be accompanied by a full 
and comprehensive Geological Assessment. Section 2.3 the Hydrogeological Impact 
Assessment covers geology as it relates to the planning application. As stated above further 
work, which will follow planning consent, will be required for operational approval by the 
relevant authorities, on subsurface geology and faulting. This will require the acquisition of 
further 3D seismic. 

Drill rig height – at the time of the screening request in July 2024, the drilling rig was expected to 
be a land rig with a maximum working height of 30m. Subsequently, it was decided that a 
different drilling rig, 38m in height, would be more suitable for the geology of the site. 

Accommodation units- these would be brought to site prior to the drilling phase. They are 
referenced on page 17 of the Planning Statement. 

Landfill facilities – the reference in the Planning Statement to no historic or authorised landfills 
is incorrect.  Paragraph 2.3.5 of the HIA is the correct statement. 

Site Restoration and Aftercare – the planning permission would be for three years. A condition 
would be attached requiring the site to be restored by a specified date in line with the 3 year 
permission.  Paragraph 48 of the Minerals Planning Practice Guidance states that a financial 



guarantee to cover restoration and aftercare costs will normally only be justified in exceptional 
cases. Three examples are given; very long-term projects, where a novel approach or technique 
is to be used or where there is reliable evidence of either a financial or technical failure.  None of 
these examples apply at Burniston. Further, it is the responsibility of the North Sea Transition 
Authority, in conjunction with the Department for Energy Security & Net Zero, to audit the 
licences of operators with respect to financial capability for all phases of a planned operation, 
including re-instatement, before authorising the operation. 

 

 

 

 


