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Defer the Decision - Planning Ref. No: NY/2025/0030/ENV - Europa Oil and Gas
application for appraisal drilling at Burniston Mill Site 
A fresh view of the debate: Fracking is to Proppant Squeeze as Low Tar tobacco is to
unchanged millions of deaths, see LL_findings_en.pdf

Dear North Yorkshire Councillors,

cc:

I would like to say thank you for doing your best to consider the fracking (proppant
squeeze?) by Europa Oil and Gas (EOG) application thoroughly with as much input
and analysis as you have demonstrated. This indeed is an application where Council
and people have to manoeuvre with their hands behind their backs.

I note the draft National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) is currently under
consultation until March 10, 2026, and also contains significant implications for the
proposed fracking operations—specifically, the proposed change to “remove the
weight given to mineral extraction benefits”.

I note that I too have observed Europa's reliance on the clause in their documents.

In determining how you wish to consider views and consultations, I would like to
introduce to you the 'Harmful Common Industries Playbook' a direct descendant of
the Tobacco Policy Dystopia Model , original authored by Selda Ulucanlar, Gary J.
Fooks, Anna B. Gilmore of Aston University for Dept of Health Tobacco Research
Group published in 2016.

This detailed how four industries, tobacco, ultra-processed foods, fossil fuel, and
alcohol contribute to a third of global mortality, amounting to some 19 million deaths
every year. (Source: The Lancet: Four industries responsible for millions of deaths
each year - The Lancet Oncology)

The Harmful Industries playbook is often referred to as the "Tobacco Industry
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Playbook," or the  'Tobacco Policy Dystopia Model' which includes strategies such as
denying, doubting, and lying about the health risks associated with their products.
This playbook has been used by various industries, including the tobacco, fossil fuel,
and synthetic turf industries, to protect profits and delay regulatory action. The
tactics employed in this playbook have been documented in industry documents and
are widely recognized for their effectiveness in undermining public health efforts to
the point of virtual paralysis.

To protect their businesses from councils, governments, activists, and more, they
and their facilitators and enablers borrow and share the same 11 common tactics
from this playbook.

From this Playbook, the Fracking industry used three of these to create confusion
and delay in analyst, political, and media circles to divide those who regulate, and
progress their applications. They are:

Tactic 3 - Delay/Dilute. Push to weaken its implementation details, such as ...,
creating loopholes for the new product variation, or shifting the burden of proof for
harm. Specific Ministers and councils are the usual victims, and it works. Hence:
Fracking is to Proppant Squeeze as Low Tar tobacco is to unchanged millions of
deaths.

Tactic 8 - Coalitions & Front Groups. Hence: Pro fracking campaigner group Net Zero
Scrutiny Group is to FOREST, or the Freedom Organisation for the Right to Enjoy
Smoking Tobacco. One group strongly lobby a health minister as the other lobbies an
energy minister. The businesses are at pains to isolate one minister and sector from
the other. Both are funded by the respective harmful oil and gas and tobacco
businesses and their enablers using Tactic 8.

Tactic 4 - Cherry Picking Data: Hence Ultra-Processed food products manufacturers
selectively use industry-favourable data (often proprietary or unpublished) and
analyses to exaggerate the economic cost of regulation or downplay the product's
harm. This approach is used by both industries to confuse regulators, and you have
been provided with many examples of EOG 'data'. This also explains why many parts
of the fracking lexicon use different words for the same thing - fracking/proppant
squeeze.

I can provide many further examples of how the 'Harmful Common Industries
Playbook's tactics bamboozle governments and regulators - all are very effective
indeed.

All of this is on parade with EOG and in North Yorkshire. The data behind these



arguments are robust, and developed by (mainly) health and climate experts.

So as Councillors navigating their way through this situation, I'm arguing now that you
know about how the harm-creating industries use the 'Harmful Common Industries
Playbook' to enrich themselves by winning against and harming people and our
elected officials, how does this make you feel about maintaining full pressure until a
revised NPPF is safely delivered, and the EOG problem made obsolete?

On the Local Meeting, I would very much prefer you use Scarborough Spa.

And with the site visit, I do urge you to go, as I can assure you that Alison Hume MP
has observed the directors of EOG just seem unable to see the nature around them,
thinking only of what is underground. It is up to us to not see people and nature
harmed by their blindness and the destructive nature of fracking.

Yours sincerely

Chris Clark
28a Back South Street
Scarborough
YO11 2BN
(You may publicise my submission.)




