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Ecological Planning Advice

From: Julia Casterton, Principal Ecologist
ecology@northyorks.qgov.uk
To: Amy Taylor, Principal Planning Officer
Date: 22" August 2025
Application Ref: NY/2025/0030/ENV
Proposal: Construction of a temporary wellsite for the appraisal of gas, including drilling
operation, proppant squeeze and flow testing operation and site restoration at
Land East of the Mill Yard, Burniston Mill, Coastal Road, Burniston
Ecology No ecological objection subject to recommended conditions.
Recommendation:
Documents reviewed: | Preliminary Ecological Appraisal — RSK ADAS, revised July 2025
BNG Assessment Report — RSK ADAS, revised July 2025
Previously reviewed:
Preliminary Ecological Appraisal — RSK ADAS, Feb 2025
Lighting Impact Assessment - WSP, Jan 2025
BNG Assessment Report — RSK ADAS, Jan 2025
BNG metric — RSK ADAS, Jan 2025

Background/Context:

The ecology topic area was scoped out of the Environmental Statement, as such there is no main
chapter or appendices on these topics within the ES volumes. However, to meet policy and legislative
purposes the applicant has submitted a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) and Biodiversity Net
Gain (BNG) documents.

Ecological Appraisal

The PEA has now been revised and updated. The later version includes more detailed habitat
descriptions and updated species observations. In relation to species the following changes are noted:

Great Crested Newt - There is an expanded assessment of ponds and waterbodies, with
clearer scoring. The findings support the conclusion that GCN are unlikely to be present or
impacted, and no mitigation is required unless the scope of works changes significantly
Birds — there is more emphasis on nesting and foraging potential, with updated
recommendations for pre-works checks.

Bats: The revised PEA includes a recommendation for a sensitive lighting strategy and
includes reference to the Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment (ARC Consulting, 2025)
which concluded that impacts to sensitive receptors, including bats, would be low. As such it is
concluded that with mitigation in place, disturbance to foraging and commuting bats will be
minimised.

Reptiles and Hedgehogs — clarifies that no impacts are expected unless scope changes.

In terms of the mitigation and recommendations for habitat and species protections during construction
and operation, the revised PEA includes more site specific, detailed recommendations for lighting,
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nesting bird checks, and habitat restoration. These measures can be secured through recommended
planning conditions for the CEcMP, lighting and the HMMP.

The revised PEA also includes updated habitat maps, target notes, and photographs with more
precise annotations

Biodiversity Net Gain

Revised Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) information has been received. The revised document confirms
that the anticipated BNG will remain at 11.05% comprising 0.28 habitat units gained through
enhancement of 0.05 ha of Modified Grassland to Other Neutral Grassland. However, the report has
been updated to include all habitats within the red line boundary. This includes an additional habitat
type of Developed land; sealed surface (0.08 ha, 0.00 units) with the total site area increasing slightly
from 1.28 ha to 1.36 ha due to inclusion of the sealed surface. The recent report includes an updated
map with clearer annotations and the additional feature of the hardstanding access.

| am satisfied that the baseline BNG information is now complete and provided an accurate record of
the BNG baseline of the red line boundary in accordance with the regulations.

Conditions:

In addition to the statutory BNG requirements (which requires inclusion of the statutory deemed
condition informative wording on the decision notice) and in order to secure ecological avoidance,
mitigation and enhancement as set out above, it is recommended that if approved, planning conditions
are used to secure the following:

e Submission of a Construction Ecological Management Plan (CEcMP)

o Adherence to the sensitive lighting scheme assessed through the Lighting Impact Assessment
(WSP, 2025) to ensure the scheme avoids illuminating the semi natural habitat corridors and to
limit construction activities between dusk and dawn.

e Submission of Decommissioning Ecological Management Plan (DEcMP)

Biodiversity Net Gain implementation

e Submission of a Habitat Monitoring and Management Plan (HMMP) and adherence to it

thereafter for 30 years.

Guidance on the wording of the deemed condition and BNG implementation are set out within the
templates provided to local authorities by the Planning Advisory Service (PAS):

PAS Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) Legal Agreement and Planning Condition Templates | Local
Government Association



https://www.local.gov.uk/pas/environment/biodiversity-net-gain-bng-local-planning-authorities/pas-biodiversity-net-gain-bng
https://www.local.gov.uk/pas/environment/biodiversity-net-gain-bng-local-planning-authorities/pas-biodiversity-net-gain-bng

