
 

OFFICIAL 

From: Green Farming   
Sent: 01 September 2025 21:49 
To: ecology <ecology@northyorks.gov.uk> 
Cc: Planning Control <Planning.Control@northyorks.gov.uk> 
Subject: Europa Oil & Gas Drill Site, Ecological Appraisal 

 

To: Julia Casterton, Principal Ecologist,  North Yorkshire Council 

cc. Amy Taylor, Planning Department, North Yorkshire Council 

Dear Ms Casterton 

Re: Planning Ref. No: NY/2025/0030/ENV 

My family farm the land surrounding the Europa Oil and Gas Ltd proposed drilling site in 
Burniston and we have many concerns about the reliability and accuracy of the ecological 
appraisal.  In particular, I would like to draw your attention to your revised and updated PEA 
which mentions Great Crested Newts and concludes that ‘The findings support the conclusion 
that GCN are unlikely to be present or impacted, and no mitigation is required unless the scope 
of works changes significantly’. 

Back in April 2025 I sent letters to Ms Taylor in NYCC planning, with details of Great Crested 
Newts in the area, particularly in our pond which is less than 300m away, but all mention of 
GCNs in these letters and in the PEA have now been redacted, so I wonder if you have a true 
idea of their presence nearby.  My findings were backed up by a letter from Wold Ecology who 
have carried out a number of ecology reports in the area, including one for NYCC regarding the 
cinder track, which is just a few meters away from the drilling site.   

Please find my original letters attached for your information. 

I would be grateful if you could acknowledge receipt of this email and let me know what you 
intend to suggest regarding protecting the GCNs now that they have been brought to your 
attention. 

Yours sincerely 

Deborah Green 
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