
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Flat 7 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 216 Mansfield Road 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Nottingham 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ NG5 2BU  
 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 17 April 2025 
Amy Taylor 
Planning Department 
North Yorkshire Council 
County Hall 
Racecourse Lane 
Northallerton 
DL7 8AD 
 
Re: Planning Ref. No:NY/2025/0030/ENV 
Europa Oil and Gas application for appraisal drilling at Burniston Mill Site 
 
Dear Amy 
 
I am writing to lodge my OBJECTION to the application made by Europa Oil and Gas for the 
construction, drilling and testing of the site at Burniston Mill in order to extract gas through a 
proppant squeeze process. 
 
Having considered this application, I wish to object for the following reasons: 
 

1.​ The drill site will devastate precious, beautiful farmland and countryside, which is in a 
site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). It is proposed to be only 1 km away from the 
Heritage Coastline and Cleveland Way and with a drilling rig tower 38 meters above 
ground this will create a significant negative visual impact which will be seen for 
miles. 
 

2.​ This area of coast has known geological faults eg: Peak Fault and therefore there is 
a serious risk of earth tremors and/or seismic activity as a result of the drilling 
process and volume of liquid used to fracture the underground rocks. As this site is 
so close to many residential properties there could be untold damage due to 
subsidence. 
 

3.​ The application seeks at this stage to ‘investigate’ but clearly mentions if gas can be 
extracted this will be a 20 year gas production facility. Climate change is currently at 
a critical point and the Government agenda is to move towards zero carbon and use 
less fossil fuels and more renewable energy. This brings into question the need for 
producing any gas at all.  The application also does not support the North Yorkshire 
strategy for waste and mineral use. 
 

4.​ The drilling process will release harmful toxic gases into the atmosphere such as; 
methane and carbon dioxide.  This will be harmful to residents, wildlife and negatively 
impact the climate. Other UK sites have shut down due to this downstream emission 
of gases. 



 
5.​ The drilling will create serious pollution issues such as: noise levels from deafening 

drilling, light pollution 24/7, gas flaring and toxic fumes, and increased heavy traffic 
from over 1000 HGVs travelling on busy narrow roads. 

 
6.​ The application only focuses on the actual site and does not take into account the 

negative impact of sea life and the vast wildlife and bird species around the area.  It 
has been reported that there have been 245 different species of birds at Nabbs 
Head. 

 
I hope that my above concerns are fully taken into account by the Planning Committee 
during the review process. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Miranda Spencer-Pearson  
 
 
 
   


