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Re: planning ref number NY/2025/0030/ENV

Europa Oil and Gas application for appraisal drilling at Burniston Mill Site

Dear Amy

Having found out further information about Europa’s inadequate and
unsafe proposals, I am writing to further object to Europa’s planning
application on the grounds that their submitted responses to Schedule 5
Notice No.1 (doc ref 250912 & 250905) are incomplete, inconsistent,
and fail to provide the level of technical detail required for a proper
planning determination.

The application raises serious concerns about environmental safety,
groundwater protection, and the adequacy of proposed engineering
methods. My objections are outlined below.
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1. Land Drainage

Europa proposes to investigate a land drainage cut-off/diversion only
after permission is granted. This is unacceptable: drainage schemes
should be fully designed, assessed, and approved before any decision is
taken, to ensure they will prevent pollution and protect surrounding land
and watercourses.

2. Cellar Construction

The information provided is inadequate to guarantee safe construction:

No detailed methodology for sealing the impermeable membrane.

No evidence of quality assurance processes.

A “typical” drilling cellar drawing has been provided rather than
the actual design.

Integrity testing proposals fall short of recognised engineering
standards (e.g. BS8007 or CIRIA 163).

Without robust details, the risk of structural failure and pollution cannot
be excluded.

3. Secondary Target (Response to Q4)

Europa does not adequately address questions regarding the secondary
geological target. They state it will be ignored if the primary target
succeeds, yet they acknowledge that the limestone is naturally fractured
and likely to produce water. This presents an unacceptable pollution risk
and should rule the formation out entirely. Additionally, Europa’s Stage
3 target diagrams appear inconsistent with their stated objectives,
showing shale rather than the sands they claim to target.

4. Fracture Propagation (Response to Q5)

Europa’s documentation is internally inconsistent: one part gives a
single figure for maximum fracture propagation, while another cites a
65–80m range. Such contradictions undermine confidence in their



assessment. Furthermore, Europa refers to a future “hydraulic fracture
plan” which has not yet been provided. This is critical information that
should be submitted, consulted on, and scrutinised before any planning
consent is granted.

5. Seismic Survey and Faulting (Response to Q6, doc ref 250905)

Europa has not completed the required 3D seismic survey. Given the
sensitivity of the site, this represents a major omission. Planning
decisions must not be based on incomplete geological data. The
documents also contain contradictory statements regarding the depth of
the proposed proppant squeeze relative to local faults. This
inconsistency, combined with the use of subjective terms such as “world
class seal,” undermines the credibility of the submission.

Conclusion

Europa’s application is incomplete, technically inconsistent, and unsafe
to approve in its current form. The lack of reliable data on land drainage,
cellar construction, fracture propagation, seismic surveying, and
geological faulting makes it impossible to properly assess the
environmental risks.

For these reasons, I respectfully urge North Yorkshire Council to:

Refuse this planning application in its present form.

Require Europa to submit full and robust technical details
(including drainage schemes, cellar construction standards, fracture
propagation modelling, and seismic survey results).

Ensure that all revised documentation is made available for public
consultation and independent technical review before any further
consideration.

Yours sincerely 

Michele Harriott



Sent from my iPhone


