
 

Scarborough Town Council 
 
Objection to the Europa Proppant Squeeze Planning Application: Scarborough Impacts and statement of 
support for Burniston Parish Council and the Burniston Community. 
 
Scarborough Town Council formally objects to the planning application submitted by Europa Oil & Gas for a 
Proppant Squeeze operation at the Cloughton well site, citing unacceptable risks to Scarborough’s 
infrastructure and environment. The Council also expresses its full and unwavering support for Burniston 
Parish Council and local residents in their opposition to this fracking-style hydrocarbon development near 
Burniston. 
 
The Council notes with concern: 
 
1. Increased Heavy Goods Vehicle (HGV) Traffic Through Scarborough: 
 
The development anticipates up to 18 HGV movements daily during peak rig mobilisation and 
demobilisation periods, adding to already high seasonal traffic volumes on the A165 and through the 
Scarborough area. 
 
While Europa claims this represents a modest percentage increase, the cumulative impact on local 
junctions such as the Coastal Road/Scalby Road/High Street mini-roundabout is downplayed. This junction 
is already a known pinch point for congestion and vulnerable road users. 
 
The potential for traffic-related severance, pedestrian intimidation, and delays, particularly during the 
tourist season, remains inadequately addressed. 
 
 
2. Risk to Groundwater and Aquifers Supplying Scarborough: 
 
Although mitigation measures are proposed, including HDPE membranes and surface containment, the 
proximity of the well site to the aquifer system supplying Scarborough raises concerns about pollution due 
to chemical leakage, surface runoff, or accidental containment failure. 
 
The environmental statement provides insufficient long-term guarantees, particularly in light of recent 
landslips and the area’s geological fragility. 
 
 
3. Landscape Degradation, Light and Noise Pollution  
 
Despite some mitigation efforts, the development is within the North Yorkshire and Cleveland Heritage 
Coast, a designation recognising the area's scenic and cultural importance. The potential for cumulative 
and prolonged visual impacts during multiple operational phases could erode the aesthetic and 
recreational value of the area. Continuous 24-hour operations during drilling and testing phases introduce 
light and noise pollution, which may disturb wildlife and reduce the quality of visitor experiences, 
especially for those seeking quiet rural escapes or using nearby campsites and walking routes like the 
Cleveland Way. These combined factors risk damaging Scarborough's carefully cultivated image as a 
heritage and nature-based tourist destination, with potential consequences for local businesses reliant on 
visitor spending. 
 
4. Statement of Support for Burniston Parish Council and Community 



 
Scarborough Town Council expresses its full and unwavering support for Burniston Parish Council and the 
local residents in their opposition to the proposed fracking-style hydrocarbon development near Burniston. 
This project threatens to impose a range of significant and unacceptable environmental impacts on the 
local community, including: 
 

• Severe disruption to the rural landscape and natural beauty that defines the Burniston area, with a 
towering 38m drill rig and extensive industrial infrastructure highly visible from the North York 
Moors National Park and coastal paths. 

• Increased traffic and risk on local roads, particularly the A165, raising safety concerns for residents 
and visitors, and likely causing congestion during the busy tourist season. 

• Noise and light pollution from 24-hour operations, undermining the tranquillity of the area and 
disturbing both human and ecological communities. 

• Threats to local biodiversity, with proximity to designated ecological sites such as Burniston Beck 
Local Wildlife Site and the Iron Scar and Hundale Point to Scalby Ness SSSI. 

• Cumulative and long-term damage to the character and amenity of the area, even if mitigation is 
proposed, due to the industrialisation of a currently agricultural and scenic landscape. 

 
Scarborough Town Council firmly believes that local communities must have the right to say no to 
disruptive industrial developments that place short-term economic gain over long-term environmental 
stewardship and quality of life. The objections raised by Burniston Parish Council and its residents are valid, 
deeply rooted in environmental and social concerns, and must be respected by decision-makers. 
 
We stand in solidarity with the people of Burniston and support their right to be heard, their right to 
local consent, and their right to protect their village and surrounding landscape from irreversible harm. 
 
Scarborough Town Council objects to the Europa Oil & Gas planning application on the following grounds: 
 

1. Inadequate mitigation of increased HGV traffic through Scarborough, with potential safety and 
amenity impacts on residents, tourists, and road users. 

 
2. Unacceptable risk to Scarborough’s water supply due to insufficiently robust safeguards against 

groundwater contamination. 
 

3. The proposed development threatens the scenic and tranquil character of the North Yorkshire and 
Cleveland Heritage Coast through visual, noise, and light pollution, potentially harming wildlife, 
visitor experiences, and Scarborough’s tourism economy. 
 

4. Scarborough Town Council stands in full support of Burniston Parish Council and local residents in 
opposing a fracking-style hydrocarbon development that threatens the area's landscape, geology, 
biodiversity, tranquillity, and road safety. The Council asserts the community's right to reject 
environmentally and socially harmful industrialisation that jeopardises the region's long-term well-
being. 

 
 
 
 


