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Dear Amy / Planning Committee Members, 

I am writing in support of opposition to the proposed development and to urge the Council
to take a cautious, transparent, and procedurally sound approach before reaching any
decision. 

Request:  Defer Decision and Ensure Proper Local Scrutiny of Proposed
Development

In particular, I respectfully ask that the Council consider the following points:

1. Defer the Decision Pending Policy and Legal Clarity

There are compelling and material reasons why any determination should be deferred at
this time:

a. Councillor Crane of North Yorkshire Council has formally approached central
government seeking clarification on forthcoming policy and legal changes that may
directly affect this application. It would be premature to proceed before that guidance has
been received and properly considered.

b. The Government has made a clear commitment to a permanent ban on all fracking. This
commitment is expected to be given statutory effect through the forthcoming Energy
Independence Bill, anticipated in Spring 2026. Proceeding in advance of this legislation
risks the Council making a decision that is rapidly overtaken by national law and policy.

c. The draft National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) is currently subject to public
consultation until 10 March 2026. The draft includes a significant proposed change
to remove the weight currently given to the benefits of mineral extraction. This proposed
amendment is highly material to the present application, which relies heavily on the
existing policy framework. Determining the application before the consultation concludes
and before the final policy position is known, would be unsound and potentially open to
challenge.

Taken together, these factors strongly support deferral until there is certainty over the
national policy and legislative context.

2. Hold the Planning Meeting Locally

I ask that the planning meeting relating to this application be held in Scarborough, rather
than remotely or at a distant venue. This proposal has substantial local impacts, and
holding the meeting locally would enable affected residents and stakeholders to attend and
participate fully in the democratic process.

3. Councillor Site Visit

Finally, I strongly urge that councillors involved in determining this application undertake
a site visit to the Burniston location before any decision is made. First-hand
understanding of the local environment, surrounding communities, and landscape



context is essential if members are to make a fully informed and balanced
judgement.

Given the scale of concern, the evolving national policy context, and the long-term
implications of this proposal, it is vital that the Council proceeds with due caution and
transparency.

Thank you for your consideration.

Please redact my address.

Yours sincerely,
David Eddy




