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Dear Chair of the Strategic Planning Committee/Head of Planning/Planning Officer

Re: Planning Ref. No: NY/2025/0030/ENV - Europa Oil and Gas application for appraisal drilling
at Burniston Mill Site

I am sending this email to strongly object to the proposal to 'Proppant squeeze', frack or any
variation of the process in Burniston.

The current Labour Government has made it clear that it opposes fracking for shale gas and
that a change of description does not deviate from the process which involves noxious
chemicals and explosions deep in the ground to fracture rock for the purpose of using chemicals
to create and then extract shale gas.

The Fracking site on Preston New Road in Little Plumpton was abandoned some six years ago
and it was hoped expectations of further sites would be removed, Cuadrilla caused quakes that
could not be unexpected and were dangerous and concerning to the public. Labour have stated
there will be no fracking in the UK that must include fracking by any other name the process is
the same or variation of the same practice. No ways around it, fracking is a dangerous practice
in terms of chemicals used and explosions underground.

In Harthill, Rotherham the proposed procedure was rejected in 2018, the town had felt under
threat as the Conservatives saw limestone in the North of England as being an 'untapped
resource' and to think that in an area containing reservoirs, such an abhorrant procedure was
being considered with implications to underground water tables that could leak into the
surrounding environment affecting both the soil and streams was unacceptable along with the
strong possibility that the nearby reservoirs would be contaminated it was all too much to bare.
The short lived term of Liz Truss as PM saying she was overturning the ban on fracking did
nothing to save her doomed ministerial career and rightly so.

Burniston is not far from the North Sea and the holiday resorts in Scarborough and Filey. Would
it ever be worth endangering an area which relies so heavily on tourism to appease a company
complicit in the negatives to proppant squeezing? Visitors such as myself for who the East Coast
is considered my second home and who stay every year (touring caravan) we would not be
oblivious to the fracking operation in Burniston and its probable impact on the environment
there.

At a time of water sources being contaminated by farming practices and sewage due to industry
lax regulation and profit over environment and safety it is not a time to be creating further
threats to what are already low standards of water purity including the North Sea used to bathe,
enjoy recreation and maintained confidence in consumption of local seafood and the availability
of safe drinking water to wildlife and livestock in and around Burniston.

I have read that a method of proppant squeeze extraction can involve enormous quantities of
water in production, after the year on year lack of rainfall in the summer months and hosepipe
bans that industry evade due to jobs being valued greater than being able to water parched
gardens, bathe regularly, wash cars and where the public is urged to be prudent in its use it
would clearly be an unwelcome demand on supply to have such a method of extracting gas
from deep in the ground and for an unquantified amount of gas it should surely be an
unworkable method to require such high water use in the extraction of shale gas.

Please understand the issues, the concerns, the unpopularity of the process and learn the
lessons from those in the USA who have suffered poisoned water sources and harm to cattle
due to their own countries lack of concern for the environment with abandoned wells littering
the country due to being found to be unprofitable. It is not worth the risk to the environment,
property and the possible negative impact on tourism and locally produced food/seafood,
please say NO.

Regards

Catherine Hershaw
15 Boundary Walk
Rotherham
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