
Application for Tree Removal and Variation of Planning Condition 

1. Introduction 

This Planning Statement is submitted in support of an application to remove one tree located at 
Mowbray Academy, Masham Road, Bedale and vary Condition 5 attached to Planning 
Permission NY/2024/0035/FUL.  The purpose of this statement is to justify the proposed works, 
demonstrate compliance with relevant planning policies, and show that the proposal will not 
have an adverse impact on the character, amenity, or environmental quality of the area. 

 

2. Background and Description of the Tree 

• Species: Sycamore 

• Location: adjacent to entrance to school reference T1  

• Current Protection:  

o □ Subject to TPO (Tree Preservation Order) 

o □ Within a Conservation Area 

o ☒Neither 

The tree has been initially assessed by a qualified arborist who identified the tree can not be 
pollarded and therefore will have to be removed to allow the installation of the new access ramp 
into the school.   

 

3. Justification for Tree Removal 

The removal is considered justified for the following reasons: 

1. Proximity to the Proposed Works 

The tree is located within 200mm of the proposed foundation.  Due to its position, the following 
impacts are unavoidable: 

• The canopy and branch structure conflict directly with the working area. 

• The root system occupies the zone required for excavation, foundations, and service 
runs. 

• Engineering requirements cannot be met while retaining the tree in situ. 

3. Impact on Construction Safety and Feasibility 

Retention of the tree would: 

• Obstruct plant and machinery access 

• Prevent safe excavation around established roots 

• Potentially damage the tree beyond recovery during the construction process 



Because works cannot proceed without compromising the tree or the development, removal is 
the only viable option. 

 

4. Proposed Replacement Planting 

To mitigate the loss of the tree, the applicant proposes: 

• Replacement with 3 Nr mature sycamore trees  

• Planted in locations to be agreed with the council (proposed locations shown in plan 
attached). 

This ensures no net loss of canopy cover and a long-term enhancement of site biodiversity in 
line with local and national planning policy. 

 

5. Variation of Planning Condition 

Condition 5 currently requires: 

Existing trees must be protected and retained during the duration of the construction works. If 
any retained tree is removed or destroyed or dies another tree must be planted at the same 
place and that tree must be of such size and species, and must be planted at such time, as may 
be specified in writing by the Local Planning Authority.  

Reason: To ensure protection during construction works of trees and hedges which are to be 
retained on or near the site in order to ensure that the character and visual amenity of the area is 
not impaired. 

1. The applicant seeks a variation of the condition to allow: 
Tree Removal 
The existing Sycamore tree identified as T1 on the submitted site plan shall be removed 

2. Replacement Planting 
Within the first planting season following the removal of T1, the applicant shall plant 3 
replacement trees in the positions shown on the approved landscaping plan. The 
replacement trees shall be: 

o Species: Sycamore 

o Minimum age: 7 years grown nursery stock  

o Planting specification: In accordance with BS 8545:2014 Trees: from nursery to 
independence in the landscape. 

o In the interests of visual amenity, biodiversity enhancement and to ensure 
appropriate mitigation for the loss of the existing Sycamore tree. 

 

 

 



 

6. Policy Compliance 

The proposal is consistent with the aims of: 

• National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) – particularly sections relating to 
sustainable development, public safety, and protecting the natural environment. 

• Local Plan Policies on trees, biodiversity, and landscape character. 

• BS 3998:2010 – Tree Work Recommendations. 

The proposed replacement planting ensures ecological and visual benefits are retained and 
enhanced. 

 

7. Conclusion 

The removal of the tree is justified due to its proximity to the proposed new access ramp.  The 
ramp will provide safe access into the special educational needs school to remove the current 
significant physical barrier for accessible wheelchair and ambulant disabled access to the main 
school entrance.  

The Local Planning Authority is therefore respectfully urged to approve the application for tree 
removal and the variation of the associated planning condition. 

 


