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Introduction
This design and access statement has been prepared to accompany the application for Listed
Building Consent for the maintenance works at Skeeby Bridge, near Skeeby, Richmond, North
Yorkshire. This statement has been prepared in accordance with the current guidance regarding the
conservation and enhancement of the historic environment. All drawings in Appendix 1 are to be
read in conjunction with all relevant documents for the proposed works.
This statement is submitted as part of a package of information intended to outline and highlight the
reasons why this bridge needs to be urgently repaired to protect and preserve the fabric of the
structure historical listed building. It will also show how the proposed repairs will not have any
significant impact on the visual appearance, materials used, environmental impact and historical
interest of the bridge.

The site
Skeeby Bridge is located to the north east of Richmond, North Yorkshire, it carries the A6108 over
Skeeby Beck at OS Grid Ref 420371, 502921 as shown in red circles on the location plans below. The
nearest Postcode is DL10 5EB. OS Grid Ref 420371, 502921 © Crown copyright. All rights reserved. North
Yorkshire County Council 100017946
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Physical Context
Skeeby Bridge is a four-span Grade ll listed Masonry arch structure which carries the A6108 across
Skeeby Beck to the northeast of Skeeby near Richmond. The bridge was widened in 1782 however
the oldest sections of the structure may possibly date back to the 15th Century. The main arches
have spans of 6.8m, 4.4m, 6m & 2.7m.
The existing carriageway is 6.3m between the parapets, the parapets are 400mm thick on both sides.
There is a field access in the upstream parapet between arches 1 & 2.
The road surface is in good condition and will not require resurfacing unless damaged during the
maintenance works.
The downstream spandrel wall has some abutment / spandrel wall stones missing from the base of
the wall. There are larger areas of the spandrel wall which require repointing to prevent any further
deterioration and to prolong the structures life. Some of the stones which have fallen from the wall
are laid in the stream and next to the wall, these stones will be cleaned up and reused to keep the
characteristics of the structure as much as possible. Any additional stones required will be selected
from existing stone supplies and will be selected on the basis they have similar colour, texture, type,
surface finish, and character, shape as that of the existing stones within the structure.

Social/Economic/Use Context
The bridge carries the A6108 over Skeeby Beck between the village of Skeeby and the A1(M) / A66
junction at Scotch Corner.
The A6108 is a frequently-used bus route and is an important route for both private and public
transport. There is no footway across the structure. The properties nearest to the eastern end of the
bridge are a farm and a holiday cottage. The bridge will remain a useable asset. The repairs will
cause minimum impact on the appearance of the bridge and will remain open during the works.

Justification for the Works
(Extract from Heritage Statement)
6.1
North Yorkshire County Council Highways have a duty to provide a safe and efficient road
network which includes river crossings and bridges. It is in pursuance of this duty that the repairs to
the bridge are being proposed following an assessment of the overall general condition of the
structure and its approaches. The proposed work will include a specification developed to ensure
the need for good quality repairs to the structure, to address general deterioration of the masonry,
recent impact damage and past inappropriate repair techniques and to respect the historic character
and fabric of the bridge. The repair work proposed is considered to be in line with best practice for
maintaining masonry structures and has been successfully undertaken on a number of bridges of
varying ages throughout North Yorkshire.
6.3
It is considered that the proposal for Skeeby Bridge cause less than substantial harm to the
heritage asset because the proposed works seek to address many years of deterioration and leaving
the structure to the weather is no longer an option. The present structure is at significant risk of
substantial deterioration due to the loss of pointing to large areas of the faces of the stones which
form the parapets and in other more localised areas lower down the structure at river level. It is
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essential to maintain a good weathering face to the pointing in order to protect the core of the
parapet wall which without protection will allow water penetration resulting in a loss of structural
integrity.
6.4
The preceding justification within this section and the historic impact analysis, in section 8
of the Heritage Statement, demonstrate the evaluation exercise that has been undertaken to meet
the requirements of the NPPF guidance.

The Proposed Works. (Extract from Heritage Statement)
7.1
Four main areas of work are proposed to secure the future of Skeeby Bridge and to rectify
the defects present. The significant erosion of the spandrel walls on the downstream side around
river arches 1, 2 and 3 require attention to retain the structural integrity of the external faces and
protect the core work. Past repairs within this area have been poorly performed which has caused
the mortar in many areas to detached from the stonework and become loose, providing no
weathering cover for the open joints beneath.
The primary locations on the downstream face where this work is required are;-

At the Skeeby end of the approach wall,
Isolated and localised points along the approach,
The pilaster at the Skeeby side of the bridge which has suffered displacement of stone and
the loss of its chamfered coping,
Significant areas of face work around the arch of arch 1 some of which are displaced, and
areas above arch 2.
The outer faces of the piers require attention as a result of scouring of the stonework by the
river.
The downstream sections of arches 3 and 4 were unable to be closely inspected but from
available evidence these will need a similar approach for repair work.

7.2
It is important to note that on the downstream side of the bridge there are multiple phases
of work potentially going back to the late medieval period so a detailed approach of repair with
minimal replacement would be appropriate. Following the repairs to the bridge faces it is proposed
to protect the base of the spandrel walls against future scouring by the river by placing stone
deposits at the base of the walls.
7.3
The downstream parapet wall is in a poor condition particularly on the inner face and it is
proposed to take down and rebuild this throughout its full length. The Skeeby Village end of the
parapet is particularly poor although there are significant areas throughout which will require
rebuilding where pointing has been lost due to vehicular damage and the faces of the stones have
fallen away as a result of freeze thaw. There is a section of wall where it has washed out at the foot
of the parapet and this should be replaced with an appropriate quality of work and materials.
Certain areas which may initially appear sound with a few open joints are likely to require substantial
work and rebuilding is the preferred course of action. In these locations prolonged exposure of open
joints has led to the deterioration of the core work resulting in structural weakness which is
exacerbated by vegetation growth. Throughout the length of the parapet the copings are in good
condition and will be retained and re-used as they are a defining feature of the wall head.
7.4
It is also proposed to rebuild the upstream parapet wall which appears to be in a similar
condition throughout much of its length except for the section at the northern/Scotch Corner end
where there is a significant length which appears to be of more recent construction and in good well
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pointed condition. Of great importance on completion of the works is the need to remove
vegetation from the carriageway as this appears to be penetrating the lower levels of the parapet
and causing damage.
The works drawings listed below are attached in Appendix 1 at the end of this document.
General Arrangement
Site Plan
Location Plan
Scaffolding Arrangement
De Watering Plan

BADS/139/2019/001D
BADS/139/2019/002B
BADS/139/2019/002C
BADS/139/2019/004C
BADS/139/2019/005A

Scope of Works
Install site compound / welfare
Install Traffic Management – Two way Lights Lane Closure
Remove parapet upstream
All stones to be laid out on the road side
Install scaffold upstream
Remove spandrel walls
Assess condition of stones
Rebuild spandrel wall using mortar
Rebuild parapet wall using mortar
Remove scaffold structure
Repeat above activities for downstream
Site clean up
Remove Traffic Management
Site demobilise

Construction/Methodology
A review of the areas of rebuilding of the downstream spandrel wall will be carried out to determine
the extent of the sound historic fabric and identify the different phases of construction. The
different phases of construction as indicated by differing stone shapes and sizes have been identified
in the accompanying plan (plan no. 01/10/2019) Historic Construction Phases. See Appendix 1.
Stonework will be recovered from the vicinity or from NYCC stock and will be selected to match the
shape and size of the existing stonework in the section of the wall. All stonework incorporated into
the works shall match the colour, texture, surface finish, character, kind and size of existing
stonework as closely as possible. Stone shall be good, hard, durable quality, uniform in texture and
free from spots, flaws, shakes and other imperfections. Any imported stone if required shall be
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selected to blend into the structure with no discernible difference between the original, undamaged,
structure and the new. Where possible existing masonry shall be reused in the repairs.
The mortar will be trialled to get colour and texture match. The proposal is to rebuild the full length
of parapet wall as identified by the semi-circular coping stones, however as the work proceeds any
sound masonry will be left undisturbed. This will result in a consistent strength and appearance
resulting in prolonging the life of the structure.

Amount
There will be very little new masonry used to rebuild the downstream spandrel wall. Any unknown
damaged stones will be imported and shall be selected to blend into the structure with no
discernible difference between the original stone and the new. Reference the drawings attached to
this statement. The works will take approximately 8 weeks to complete and will be as per the
drawings and documents set out in the works contract.

Layout
The layout of the structure will not change as this is maintenance works to preserve the existing
structures life therefore this will not affect the local surroundings or the structure itself.

Appearance
The change in appearance of the bridge due to these works is minimal unless the works are not
carried out further deterioration of the structure will occur which will result in losing its original
character, appearance and historical history as new materials will need to be used to restore the
bridge. All stonework incorporated into the works shall match the colour, texture, surface finish,
character, shape and material of all existing stonework. All mortar finishes will match the existing
mortar finishes of the structure for parapets, spandrel walls, abutments and arch barrels. Trial
panels will be used determine if the mortar finish is acceptable.
NYCC will inspect the works during and on completed to ensure the finishes meet our standards.

Access
Access to and from the bridge is gained from the A6108. It is not proposed to change any access
routes to and from the bridge. The bridge will remain open while the works are carried out. Traffic
on the A6108 will be controlled by traffic signals for the duration of the works with water filled
barriers to protect the public and workforce. A temporary scaffold will be erected on both upstream
and downstream elevations of the bridge to allow the works to be carried out to regulations. The
scaffold shall not in any way be attached, resting or fixed into the structure. All scaffold designs will
be checked and approved before any works commence on-site.

Site Rules
1. Drawing to be read in conjunction with the Specification and all other contract drawings.
2. Sedimats or other suitable pollution control measures to be installed in the watercourse
downstream of the bridge during the works. Sandbags to be used to create dry areas.
3. All excavated soil around spandrel to be stored on-site and backfilled after works completed.
4. No embankment works to be undertaken.
5. Sandbag perimeter approx. 1m away from wall face.
6. No river alignment works to be undertaken.
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7. In-water works to be carried out during October only under a granted permit and advice
received.
8. Works to be carried out in collaboration with NYCC Ecologist. If any white-clawed crayfish
are found a mitigation plan must be agreed before the work commences.
9. EA Environmental Permit to be obtained before any works begin.
10. The scaffold shall be kept free of debris. Any debris lodged against the scaffolding shall be
removed within 24 hours (except where it is unsafe to do so).
11. Scaffolding must be removed at the request of the Environment Agency.
12. The operator shall sign up to receive flood alerts from the Environment Agency. Upon
receipt of alert the works shall cease and temporary works removed to allow the river to
flow at full capacity.
13. Bed levels shall not be increased as a result of the works.
14. There must be no loss of cross sectional area beneath the bridge as a result of the works.
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